
1 Peter 2:11-17   
 
Peter is talking about the practical things in our lives and especially our behavior as followers of Christ. What is 
Peter’s command (v. 11)?  Abstain from sinful desires.  Note that he doesn’t say abstain from sin. We should 
refuse the appeal of our desire to indulge in things that are contrary to God's will for us. "Fleshly lusts" are selfish 
natural appetites that appeal to our sinful nature (1 John 2:16).1  
 
Why does Peter say that abstaining from sinful desires is so important (v. 11)?   They “war against your soul.”  
We tend to think of the physical consequences of sin.  Sexual sin leads to STD’s and unwanted pregnancy. 
Alcoholism leads to liver failure.  Smoking leads to cancer.  But the war against the soul is a spiritual battle and has 
eternal implications (Ephesians 6:12). The most morally perfect man (Adam), the physically strongest man 
(Sampson), and the wisest man (Solomon) all lost this battle. 
 
What is the source of sinful desires? James 1:14-15 “….each person is tempted when they are dragged away by 
their own evil desire and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death.” Our sinful nature is a primary source of sinful desires. Note that sinning is a process – dragged 
away…enticed….conceived…etc.  We need to find ways to short circuit that process. All sin can be lumped into 
three categories according to 1 John 2:16 - Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 
 
Someone has well defined the Christian as "a walking civil war." This is exactly what we are told in Galatians 5:17 
"For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.   They 
are in conflict with each other so that you do not do what you want.”   
 
How do we abstain from sinful desires? The Word of God is key - a book that is supernatural in both its 
authorship and its impact (Hebrews 4:12).  The Bible is the self-revelation of God to us and the chief way He 
communicates with us.  Read it. Study it. Memorize it. Meditate on it. Immerse yourself in it. Coupled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit living within us, victory over sinful desires can be ours. 
 
What is Peter’s command (v. 12)? Live good lives.  Part of the suffering Peter's original readers were 
experiencing was due evidently to slander from unbelieving Gentile pagans. They appear to have been accusing 
them unjustly of doing evil.  We can expect the same slander in our unbelieving world especially behind our backs. 
 
In leading a good life, what should be our primary motive (v. 12)? That God would be glorified.  
 
How is God glorified from my life?  How does that work?  Peter assumes our conduct as Christians—our daily 
manner of life—should set us apart from the world. We look different – hopefully in a winsome way. The idea is 
that unbelievers might be persuaded to become Christians by seeing our lives and the way we live out our faith.    
 
Example – a man stood next to his family preacher as his mother was laid in her grave. As he watched the casket 
being lowered he commented to the preacher, "You know, as I listened to your sermons I could explain away all the 
things you said. I could refute all your evidences for the Christian faith. But the reason I am a Christian today is that 
I couldn't find a way to explain away that Godly woman's life.”  
 
God uses the godly lifestyles of faithful believers as a primary drawing factor in bringing unbelievers to Christ. 
Do you have someone in your life you can testify about? Have other Christians had a similar effect on you?  
 
What is another motive for leading a good life (v. 15).  To silence the ignorance of foolish men.  How does that 
work?  Peter knows that our conduct is a way to defend the gospel. He knows that those who never read the Bible 
will read our lives, so it is by doing good that we put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.  They will not be able 
to find fault or criticize.  There will be no evidence of malice, envy, etc. 
 
Peter continues the theme of how we should live our lives but in a different context (v. 13).  What is that context?  
Submission. Who provides the greatest example of submission in the Bible?  Jesus Christ (John 5:19; 6:38; 
14:31).  Who was He submissive to?  God the Father. Classic example? Luke 22:42: “….not my will, but yours, be 
done.” 



Peter’s intent in this section (vv. 13-17) is to clarify what it means to function obediently as God's people in a 
hostile world. Specifically when dealing with the state civil government, since his readers faced suffering from this 
source. And he makes it quite clear.  
 
What is the Christian’s relationship to the state / civil authority / government supposed to look like (vv. 
13-14)?   We are to submit to the authority of government rulers by obeying them…….submit by obeying the laws. 
We should do this not because these individuals are personally worthy of our submission necessarily, but because 
by submitting to them we honor God by obeying His Word (Matthew 22:21).  Peter reminded his readers that 
government has a valid and necessary God-appointed purpose. The presence of political corruption should not 
blind us to the legitimate role of government that God has ordained.2  
 
What is the application for us? Submission to whom? Who falls into the category of “every authority?”  Local 
authorities, governors, the president, every superior in the chain of command or the bureaucratic hierarchy.  
Submission to others is a specific manifestation of godly conduct.  Romans 13:1 “Everyone must submit himself to 
the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 
have been established by God.” The person above us in the organizational chain of command has been placed there 
by God for His purposes. 
 
 Why do we submit (v. 13)?  For the Lord’s sake. Since we recognize that governments instituted by God have a 
rightful authority from God, we are bound to obey them - unless, of course, they order us to do something in 
contradiction to God’s law. Ultimately we submit because our obedience glorifies God.   
 
Can you recall an example in the Bible when submission to authority was not appropriate?  Peter believed 
that there was a proper place for civil disobedience. Acts 4:18-20 “Then they called them in again and commanded 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John replied, ‘Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen 
to you, or to him? You be the judges!  As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.’”  When 
the laws of human government conflict with obeying God, in such a case we should obey God rather than man. 
However we should also realize that we will probably have to bear the consequences of disobeying. 
 
Some Christians have taken the position that believers are free to disobey their governments if the government 
permits conduct that is contrary to God's will. Consequently some Christians feel justified in bombing abortion 
clinics, for example. However, civil disobedience by the Apostles involved situations in which they had to disobey 
God's will. Christians should practice civil disobedience only when the government requires its citizens to disobey 
God, not when it only permits them to disobey Him. Currently the United States government permits abortion, for 
example, but it does not require it.3 Peaceful protest does not qualify as civil disobedience. 
 
What are some ways we live as free men (v .16)? Christians are free in the sense of being under no obligation to 
perform in order to gain God’s acceptance. We are free from the Law of sin and death (Romans 8:2). Also we are 
free from the tyranny of Satan; we are no longer his slaves. We are free from bondage to sin.  Freedom is not the 
right to do what we want but the ability to do what we ought to do.   
 
Knowing we are free men should produce what character traits in us?  Joy, gratitude, boldness, etc. 
 
What does “honor the king” mean (v. 17)? We may not be able to respect certain government officials because of 
their personal behavior or beliefs. Still we should honor them because they occupy an office that places them in a 
position of authority over us. We honor them because they occupy the office; we do not just honor the office. Peter 
commanded us to honor the king and all who are in authority over us, not just the offices they occupy. Note that 
honoring is not a conditional command.  Honoring others is our responsibility; earning our respect is theirs.   
 
What are some ways we can honor those in a position of authority over us?  Don’t attack them personally.  
Obey the laws of land. Pay taxes. Be a good citizen. 
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