
1 Peter 2:18-25  

Peter continues his theme of submission.  He started with submission to rulers and people in positions of authority.  
Now he moves to submission of slaves to their masters.  The reason Peter addresses slaves…. in Peter's culture a 
slave was the person who faced the most difficulty in relating to the person over him in authority.  Masters enjoyed 
great power over their slaves and often times abused that power to the detriment of the slave.  A slave was often 
treated like a piece of property which was a very challenging environment for a slave to be submissive in his heart. 
 
What are the two types of masters Peter describes (v. 18)?  Good and considerate vs. harsh. 
 
How does Peter tell the slaves to respond to the different kinds of masters?  Submit with all respect. The 
master's personal character or conduct is not the reason to submit. Slaves are directed to submit regardless of the 
master’s actions (Ephesians 6:5-8).  With the exception cited in the previous lesson ( Acts 4:18-20), submission 
from Peter’s perspective is always unconditional. 
 
Since none of us are slaves or masters how would this apply to us?   What would be the equivalent of the 
slave-master relationship today?  In our culture, Peter's directions apply to how we behave in relation to those 
directly over us in society (employers, bosses, administrators, teachers, etc.), i.e. any superior-subordinate 
relationship in which we find ourselves.   
 
Why are we expected to behave this way (v. 19)? When we suffer unjustly we win God’s approval.  He is pleased 
when He finds us so conscious of our relationship with him that we endure undeserved pain without fighting back.   
 
The reason we should behave this way is that this behavior is God's will (v. 15). The fact that this is how God wants 
us to behave is sufficient reason for compliance.  
 
It is a built-in fact of life that in any society or organization there must be authority on one hand and obedience to 
that authority on the other.  It is for any servant’s good to submit to his master; otherwise he would not have 
employment.  But it is much more important for a Christian to submit.  More than his paycheck is involved; his 
testimony depends on it.1 
 
What are the two types of suffering Peter describes (v. 20)? Suffering for doing wrong and suffering for doing 
good, i.e. deserved and undeserved suffering. 

There is no virtue in patient suffering for our own misdeeds. Certainly there is no glory for God in it. Such suffering 
will never mark us out as Christians or make others want to become Christians.  But suffering patiently for well-
doing is the thing that counts.  It is so unnatural, so other-worldly that it shocks people into conviction of sin and 
hopefully into salvation.2  
 
Christ is our example when it comes to unjust suffering.  How did Christ respond to unjust suffering/verbal 
abuse/physical abuse (vv. 21-23)?  No retaliation….no threats….no complaining.  He entrusted Himself and His 
circumstances to the Father. Jesus Christ suffered for His righteous conduct at the hands of sinners (Matthew 
26:67; Mark 14:65).  We too can expect that our righteous behavior will draw the same response from the ungodly 
of our day (Acts 14:22).3  

What is our natural response to unjust suffering? Self-pity, anger, withdrawal, depression, desire to escape 
from it, etc. 

How should we pray when suffering? Not necessarily that God would get us out of our discomfort but that He 
would somehow be glorified in the midst of it. 
 
What does undeserved suffering look like in my life?  It’s hard to find.  Is that because God is good?  Is it 
because I am quiet about my faith?   
 
 



Augustine once said, "When God allows us to suffer it is either to improve our imperfections or to prove our 
perfections." As we respond in a godly manner to undeserved suffering, that response becomes a blinking light 
which sets us apart in this darkened world. 
 
What are some types or illustrations of suffering found in the Bible?   

 Suffering because we are a part of a fallen creation (Romans 8:18-25) 
 Suffering the earthly consequences of personal sin (both believers and unbelievers) 
 The eternal suffering of hell for rejecting Christ  
 The sometimes “involuntary” suffering or chastening at the loving hand of God  
 Voluntary suffering in identification with Christ and in living a godly life 

 
“….Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his steps” (v. 21).  What is the example 
we should follow?  Surely not to be crucified like He was?  Endure suffering with the same spirit -- no 
retaliation, no threats, no complaining.  Entrust ourselves to the Father.  We need to remember that when we 
suffer, our experience duplicates that of Jesus. We should consider it a privilege to suffer in the same way as our 
master (Acts 5:41; Philippians 1:29). 

Why did Christ die for us (v. 24)? What was the goal of His suffering?  So that we might die to sins and might 
live for righteousness.  A dead person is not responsive to any stimulus. When we died to sin, we are no longer, in 
the same old way, responsive to sin, in that it no longer controls us. That in turn enables us to live lives of 
righteousness. Our life has been permanently changed by our identification with Jesus on the cross (Galatians 
2:20). 

We have died to sins in the sense that our debt of sin and guilt was paid by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. When 
we died to sins with Jesus on the cross, it means that He paid our debts. We don’t concern ourselves over debts that 
have been paid. 

What does it mean to have died to sins? We have died to sins in the sense that now a greater passion fills our 
life; a passion for the Lord Jesus Christ that is greater than our previous passion for sin. We have no more 
connection with our old sins, or with the life of sinning.  Our whole perspective on my sin has changed. Sin no 
longer controls our lives.   

When I was a non Christian I lived for sin….my mind was filled with sinful thoughts….I freely engaged in sinful 
activities without remorse. Now sin no longer reigns over my life.   Jesus Christ's death separated our sins from us. 
I may be living with sin but I am no longer living under sin. 

What might be a goal(s) of our suffering/trials?  To develop perseverance and character (James 1:4, Romans 
5:3).  To glorify God. To be a witness to those watching. 
 
What does Peter mean “By His wounds you have been healed (v. 24)?”  The context of Isaiah 53:5, as well as 
the past tense "have been healed", implies spiritual healing from the fatal effects of sin rather than healing from 
present physical afflictions.  The provision for our spiritual healing is made by the sufferings (stripes) of Jesus.  

What is the before and after picture Peter describes (v. 25)?  He reminded his readers that they too had once 
wandered from God. Nevertheless, now they had returned to the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who would fulfill the 
function of a shepherd by guarding their souls from hostile adversaries.  Which is a similar picture of the common 
ground of our testimonies – I once was lost but now am found.  I once was wandering like the lost sheep but The 
Shepherd chased me down and latched onto my heart and is now watching over me (Hebrews 7:25). 
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