
1 Peter 4:1-11    

 “Therefore” serves as the basis for what Peter is going to say next?  It refers back to what (v. 1)?   1 Peter 
3:18: “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”  

Since Christ has died for our sins to bring us to God…….in response, we’re directed to arm ourselves with the same 
attitude as Christ.  How would you describe Christ’s attitude that we’re supposed to display?  An attitude of 
humility, submission to the father, a desire to see God glorified, seeking the will of God, walking in the truth. Jesus 
communicated the same idea (commitment) when He told us that anyone who would come after Him must take up 
his cross and follow Him (Matthew 16:24). Many of us are defeated in our battle against sin because we refuse to 
sacrifice anything in the battle. We only want victory if it comes easily to us.  
 
What does Peter mean when he says, “He who has suffered in his body is done with sin (v. 1)?”  When a 
person has suffered persecution for the sake of Jesus, it almost always profoundly changes their outlook regarding 
sin and the pursuit of the lusts of the flesh.  It need not mean that he no longer commits any act of sin, but that the 
old life, dominated by the power of sin, has been terminated.  He has effectively broken with a life dominated by 
sin. Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  

v. 3 Peter gives us a list of sins that marked the past life of these Christians…..the way they used to live. The Greek 
wording means to live without any sense of moral restraint.  To indulge any and all appetites.  Nothing is off limits.  

What thoughts do you have as you look at this list of sins that Peter described nearly 2000 years ago?  
When we look at this list (debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry), we see just 
how little man has progressed in the last 2000 years. These problems have not been solved in the time since Peter 
wrote this letter.  Sin has not changed much in the last 2000 years which tells us something about the nature of 
man and the power of Satan. 

How do our non-Christian friends react to our new-found Christianity (v. 4)?  They think we’re weird, 
confused, crazy, etc. When we don’t participate in the sin around us, they don’t realize it, but they are convicted and 
they don’t like that - so they speak evil of us. Though we reject the lifestyle of our old friends we must make it clear 
that we still accept and love them. 
 
What consequences do they face (v. 5)?  Judgment. They will one day have to confess that our words and works 
were truly good.  “One day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord “(Philippians 
2:10). 

When was the gospel preached to the dead (v. 6)?  This preaching was a past event.  The word “now” does not 
occur in the original Greek but it is necessary to make it clear that the preaching was done not after these people 
had died but while they were still alive.   
 
Why was the gospel preached to the dead?  So that they would have no excuse come judgment day (if they reject 
the truth) or so they might experience the spirit filled life in the present (if they accept the truth).   
 
What was Peter’s perspective (v. 7)?  The end was near.  Christ was returning soon.  
 
The first century church was gripped by the thought that Christ probably would return in the very near future. 
Though history proved them wrong, they lived their lives as though Christ’s return was imminent.  As a result, no 
other generation has come close to having the same impact on their world.  They lived with a sense of urgency.  By 
comparison, we live with a sense of complacency.  After all, He hasn’t come back in 2000 yrs. 
 
 “The end of all things is near” (v. 7).  If that were true for us today, how should we live our lives? Frantically 
sharing the gospel?    What are the four directives Peter gives us? 
 

1. In the last days, Christians should live with an attitude of what (v. 7)? Prayer. Prayer is the most noble 
and necessary ministry that God entrusts to His children, but it is also the most neglected ministry.1 C. S. 



Lewis said that “God could have chosen to do his work on this earth in any fashion He wanted, but 
He chose in His sovereignty to do it largely in response to prayer.” The early church impacted their world 
because they prayed.   

 
Jesus prayed when the end of His life was near. Of all the work we do, prayer is the work which supports 
and undergirds and needs to precede all our other work. For example, Nehemiah prayed for months before 
starting God’s work of rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem. 

2. In the last days, Christians should live with an attitude of what (v. 8)?  Love.  How does love cover a 
multitude of sins? The person with this kind of love is willing to forgive the sins of others committed 
against himself rather than taking offense. Many small offenses (insensitive comments, money issues, not 
thankful, not considerate, etc.) and even some large ones are readily overlooked and forgotten. 
   
Peter considered it most important that his readers keep their brotherly love at full strength.  Where love is 
lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, every action is liable to misunderstanding and conflicts 
abound……to Satan’s perverse delight. 

 
3. In the last days how should we live (v. 9)?  Be hospitable. “Without grumbling” is a frank recognition that 

the practice of hospitality could become costly, burdensome and/or irritating. Our hospitality should not be 
mixed with feelings of resentment. 

4. What is the message of v. 10? Exercise your spiritual gift(s). God has given every Christian at least one 
spiritual gift (Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4) that he or she should share with other believers 
and, in so doing, serve them. This is the way the Body of Christ is designed to function.  

 
What is the purpose of the gifts (v. 10)? Christian service 
 
Which two spiritual gifts did Peter describe (v. 11)?  Speaking and serving.  
 
Speaking would include what type of activities?  Preaching, teaching, leading Bible study, proclaiming God’s 
Word. Those who can share a word from God should do so by presenting what they say as God's Word, not just as 
their opinion.  
 
Serving would be manifest in what kinds of ways? Providing some kind of help or assistance while at the same 
time realizing that God has made their service possible.  
 
What is our purpose in exercising our gift(s) (v. 11b)?  God gets the credit/glory.  The result of doing God's 
work in God's way will be God's glory. 
 
What are some of the applications from vv. 10-11?  
 

1. Every Christian is of vital importance in the body of Christ. When we were born again, we not only received 
the gift of eternal life but also a gift for present service.  This gift is essential for: (a) the success of the body 
and (2) the significance of the individual. When a person fails to use and exercise their gift, both these 
causes are crippled.  

 
2. Every Christian is responsible for the gift entrusted to him/her. We need to see very clearly that our 

spiritual gift is not ours in the sense of ownership but ours in the sense of stewardship.  
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