
1 Peter 4:12-19  
 
Why should Christians not be surprised when suffering comes their way (v. 12)?  Peter reminded his readers 
that suffering is not a strange or abnormal thing but a normal Christian experience (Romans 5:3).  We have no right 
to expect better treatment from the world than our Savior received.  
 
What kind of suffering were the recipients of Peter’s letter experiencing?  Physical persecution under the 
Emperor Nero - a brutal, anti-Christian ruler. 
 
Christ is the ultimate example of what it means to suffer.  The Bible talks about our sharing in Christ’s sufferings. 

 Romans 8:16-17 “……we are God's children….co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings……” 
 Philippians 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death” 
 1 Peter 4:12  “….do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering…..But rejoice that you participate in 

the sufferings of Christ.” 
  
How would you define sharing in Christ’s sufferings? The personal sacrifices which we make in order to 
become more like Christ or to demonstrate His character. 
 
What might qualify as the “sufferings of Christ” (v. 13)? Humiliation, misunderstanding, verbal abuse, insult, 
lack of sleep, ministering to others when it is hard, enduring emotional and physical pain, apathy, etc. 
 
What is our natural tendency when we encounter trials/suffering?  To pull away from the trials and to part 
company immediately.  Self-pity, anger, depression, etc. 
 
What is the right perspective to have on persecution (v. 13)? When a trial comes our way, we shouldn't look 
upon it as an intruding stranger or an unexpected guest. Rather, we should realize that suffering knocks at the door 
of every Christian. We are given the supernatural response to these unwelcomed companions in verse 13 – rejoice 
in the privilege of suffering because of our relationship with our Savior.  While we most often want to pray for 
escape from the trial, our primary prayer should be that God would be glorified in the midst of it. 
 
In what ways do we suffer for Christ today? Some examples of godly suffering for Christ might include: We 
suffer for Christ, by staying in a hard place, rather than fleeing, in hopes that redemption might come to those who 
misunderstand us. We suffer for Christ when we choose to fast instead of eat; when we leave our comfortable 
homes and go to mission fields that are filthy and spiritually dark; when we turn the other cheek; when we pay a 
bill that is not our own; when we “go the second mile”; when we rise at the midnight hour to pray; when we 
minister to others when it is not convenient for us. There are many forms of suffering that are just as valid as the 
stripes that the apostles bore for the Lord’s sake. We may encounter emotional and physical pain as we give up the 
things we could have in this world for sake of the kingdom of God. 
 
How are Christians able to rejoice as they suffer (v. 13)?  We may groan now, but the hope of future joy should 
encourage us to hang on (2 Corinthians 4:17-18). We are hopefully able to see beyond our circumstances.  We must 
have an eternal perspective. 
 
Why should we rejoice at suffering for Christ?  Suffering for Christ is validation that I am a child of God. Satan 
doesn’t waste his ammunition on nominal Christians.  He turns his big guns on those who are storming the gates of 
Hell. We need to see suffering as an ally. We need to see suffering as a privilege. 
 
Why are you blessed when you are insulted because of the name of Christ (v. 14)? When people revile, insult, 
and reject us for being followers of Jesus Christ, they may curse us, but their curses are really blessings from God. 
Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” Enduring their insults will result in eternal rewards.                                                                                  
 



What are the two types of suffering described by Peter (vv. 15-16)? Deserved and undeserved.  We should not 
take comfort in suffering that we bring on ourselves for sinning or poor choices.  As compared to suffering that we 
experience because we take a stand with Christ.  1 Peter 2:20: “But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating 
for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.” 
 
How does Peter encourage his readers who are suffering (vv. 17-18)? He compares their suffering as believers 
with the suffering that unbelievers will experience. This verse focuses on the time frame of these two experiences 
of suffering. Our suffering is now, but their suffering will be when they stand before God in judgment. Our 
judgment by unbelievers now is lighter than their judgment by God will be later. Our sufferings are part of the 
opening scene in the last act of God's redemptive drama. More severe judgment will follow on the ungodly. It helps 
to see our sufferings in the context of God's end-times plan. We may suffer for awhile.  They will suffer for eternity.  
Our sufferings are not an accident but an assurance of His sovereign control.1  
 
What does Peter mean when he says, “…if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not 
obey the gospel of God” (v. 17)? Peter's sobering application is clear. If this is what God's children experience, 
what will become of those who have made themselves His enemies? How can they ever hope to stand before the 
judgment and wrath of God?   Christians can rejoice that the sufferings they face in this life are the worst they will 
ever face throughout all eternity. We have seen the worst; those who reject Jesus Christ have seen the best of life 
that their eternal existence will ever see. 
 
What will our judgment as Christians look like?  The day we trusted Christ as Savior, we were judged and 
declared to be innocent of all charges for all eternity.  Our subsequent judgment will be a judgment of rewards, 2 
Corinthians 5:10: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” Note that while salvation is always on the basis of 
grace through faith, judgment is always based on works (Matthew 16:27; Revelation 20:11-13; Romans 2:6-8).  

Why do you think God would judge His people first (v. 17)?  
 
What was the message of Peter's quoting Proverbs 11:31 (v. 18)? Peter contrasted the intensity of the two 
experiences of suffering, by disciples now and by unbelievers in the future. Their future sufferings will be more 
intense than our present sufferings. It was to say that if God disciplines His own children, how much more severely 
will He deal with those who are not His children.  
 
It isn't that our salvation is hard in the sense of earning it or finding a way to deserve it; it is all the free gift of God. 
Yet our salvation is hard in the sense that the claims of discipleship challenge us and demand that we cast away our 
idols and our sins. Real discipleship and genuine following after Jesus Christ is oftentimes a hard thing. 
 
"So then” (or therefore) draws these encouragements to a conclusion and introduces a command in view of them. 
What are some of the ways we should handle suffering (v. 19)?  We should respond to suffering by entrusting 
ourselves to the God who created us (Luke 23:46). He will bring us through our sufferings safely (Philippians 1:6). 
God is faithful to do this. Furthermore we should keep on doing what is right (e.g. submitting to government rulers, 
obeying masters, submitting to husbands, loving wives, etc.) rather than doing evil (v. 15).2   
 
v. 19 …“entrust their souls to a faithful Creator”…. The ancient Greek word translated "entrust" is a technical one, 
used for leaving money on deposit with a trusted friend. Such a trust was regarded as one of the most sacred things 
in life, and the friend was bound by honor to return the money intact. It is the very word Jesus used when He said, 
"Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit" (Luke 23:46). So when Christians commit their souls to Him, they leave 
their souls in a safe place.  
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