
Hebrews 1 
 
Who wrote the book of Hebrews? Unknown  To whom was it written?  Jews who had become Christians. 
 
What issue was the author of Hebrews dealing with? The author was addressing the problem that his Jewish 
Christian readers were failing to appreciate….that Christianity is the divinely revealed successor to Judaism. They 
were struggling in their new faith.   He did not want them to abandon Christianity and return to their comfort zone 
of Judaism.1 Hebrews deals with the tremendous struggle involved in leaving one religious system for another…… 
exchanging one covenant for another. 
 
In the first ten chapters, Jesus Christ is being compared to a number of other leaders, systems and religious values 
of the times.   It’s like an athletic contest where certain contestants are vying for the championship. One after 
another challenges the hero, and one after another is vanquished, and the hero emerges triumphant, superior to 
everyone else. Throughout this letter, Christ is compared with others and every one of them is found insufficient. 
 
What did the author mean by “the past” (v. 1)? The time from Abraham to Christ. The Old Testament period.  
How had God chosen to speak to man in the past (v. 1)? Through the Old Testament prophets.   
 
The author contrasted the past with these last days.  What did the author mean by “these last days” (v. 2)? 
The Messianic age.  Essentially, the time between the first and second comings of Christ. The time in which we live. 
 
In these last days, how has God chosen to speak to us (v. 2)? By His Son. What is the message (vv. 1-2)? Jesus 
is superior to whom?  The prophets. He brought a superior message. The prophets were only human channels 
through who God spoke to the people.  Their message was “Messiah is coming.”  Christ was God himself speaking 
directly to the people. His message was “I am He and I am here.” Jesus didn’t bring a message from the Father like a 
prophet.  He is the message from the Father.  He is the final revelation of God to men.  
 
What does the writer tell us about the Son (v. 2)? Appointed by the Father, He is the heir of all things, i.e. he 
owns everything in the universe.  He created the universe and everything in it. All things fall under His authority.  
The Son was God's agent in creation (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16). 
 
What are we told about the nature of Jesus (v. 3)? 

1. The Son is "the radiance of God's glory" which refers to the brilliance that shines out from the source of 
light. Brilliance of light cannot be separated from the source of light. This is a statement of His deity.  

 
Who got to see that radiance?  Peter, James, and John saw that radiance revealed more directly on the 
Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-2). 

 
2. The Son is "the exact representation of His being." Jesus said, “If you want to see and know what God is like, 

look at me. There is no difference.” 
 

3. The Son "sustains all things by His powerful word." He guides the world toward its divinely appointed future 
when He will receive it as His inheritance. Jesus Christ's Word has tremendous power and authority. It is 
the greatest force in the universe (Genesis 1:3; et al.).2  It holds all things together until the end. 

 
4. The Son "provided purification of sins" as no one else could. He did so by His self-sacrifice on the Cross and 

by His work as the ultimate priest. The Creator and Sustainer of the world became the Sin-Bearer for the 
world. This is the central theme of the letter: Christ’s superior sacrifice for sin.  

 
What did Jesus do after He made purification of sins (v. 3)? He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. What is the significance of Jesus sitting down at the right hand of the Father? He finished everything; 
he fought all the battles and completed all that was required of Him.  He is now resting in the completeness of his 
work – the work of redemption.  The Old Testament, inferior priest could never sit down because his work of 
offering sacrifices for sin was never done.  The right hand is a picture of the place of greatest honor. 
 



To whom is Jesus superior (v. 4)?  Angels Why compare Jesus to angels? Angels were held in very high esteem 
in Judaism primarily because multitudes of them assisted God in giving the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai 
(Deuteronomy 33:2; Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19). They also appeared occasionally to make very important 
announcements (Genesis 16:9; Exodus 3:2).  
 
In what ways is Jesus superior to angels (v. 4)? His name is superior. In the Old Testament a person’s name was 
linked to his nature and character. The superior name is the name Son of God (v. 5). 
 
The author uses several Old Testament quotes (which his audience would be very familiar with) to prove the 
superiority of Christ to angels (vv. 5-13). How does each of these verses attest to that superiority?  
 

1. v. 5  No angel or even an archangel was ever declared by God to be His Son.  No angel ever received the title 
“son.” No angel enjoys the father-son relationship. 

 
2. v. 6  No angel was ever described as God’s firstborn.  The title "firstborn" is a term of highest position and 

honor, i.e. preeminent. David is an example of this (Psalm 89:27) and so is Ephraim (Jeremiah 31:9). It was 
a title, not a description of origin. Angels are created beings not preeminent. Christ is the firstborn of all 
creation (Colossians 1:15). 

 
3. v. 6  The angels are commanded to worship Jesus.  Jesus is superior because He is the object of angelic 

worship, not an angelic worshipper. He receives worship. Angels worship Him. 
 

4. v. 7  Jesus is Lord of the angels. They are His angels and His servants. The angels belong to Jesus and they 
obey His will.   

 
5. v. 8  The mere address is enough; the Father calls the Son God.  He is the eternal sovereign. He is the 

righteous King.  He rules in absolute honesty and integrity. No angel sits on a throne. They serve, not reign. 
 

6. v. 9  The Son's ministry is to rule, not to serve as angels do.  There is no flaw to be found in His character 
nor failure in His conduct.  He proved Himself qualified to reign. He is elevated above all. 

 
7. v. 10-12  Jesus created the Heavens and the earth which included the angels.  Even though the earth as we 

know it will end, the Son's rule will continue eternally.  He is immutable, i.e. never changing. 
 

8. v. 13  Angels stand and serve, but the Son sits and rules. He is seated, having completed His work, while the 
angels work on continually, as shown in Psalm 110:1.  There are no seats for the angels around the throne 
of God, because they are constantly busy praising God and serving Him. To have all one’s enemies as a 
footstool signifies universal subjugation and universal dominance.3  

 
What does v. 14 tell us about angels? The angels are ministering spirits, not governing spirits; service, not 
dominion is their calling.  An interesting concept: angels work for us (those who will inherit salvation).  Angels are 
created beings. This ministry of service is obviously inferior to Jesus Christ's ministry of ruling.4  
 
What does it mean that we will inherit salvation (v. 14)?  The author is referring to the culmination of our 
salvation which results in eternal life in heaven.  At that point we will be saved from the very presence of sin.  
 
When it comes to the issue of the superiority of angels in the eyes of the Christian Jews who were thinking of going 
back…..the author is saying…..since angels are inferior to Christ as detailed in your Old Testament scriptures, why 
would you ever want to go back to something inferior? 
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