
Hebrews 6  

The third of five warning passages in the book of Hebrews (5:11—6:12) warns of the danger of immaturity 
(5:12). What are we commanded to do (v. 1)?  Leave behind the elementary teachings about Christ and move on 
toward maturity. Start living out our Christianity. What are some practical ways we can move toward 
maturity? 
 
What are some examples of “elementary teachings” (vv. 1-2)? “……repentance from acts that lead to death, and 
of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.” 

Are they no longer important? They are basic building blocks that are necessary but must be built upon or there 
is only a foundation and no structure. 

What condition is stated (v. 3)?  God permitting.  A recognition that God is in charge of the process of 
sanctification.  This expresses the believers' complete dependence on God.  

This passage (vv. 4-6) is one of the most controversial passages in the entire New Testament. It is best understood 
in the context of the major theme of Hebrews – the Jewish Christians considering a return to their old Jewish ways.  
And it is also best understood in the context of the third warning of Hebrews – the danger of immaturity. 

What do vv. 4-5 describe? The spiritual condition of these immature Hebrew Christians. 

What is the point of v. 6?  This verse introduces a hypothetical scenario warning them that they must move on to 
maturity or else experience divine discipline.  

If they were to retreat back to Judaism, all the religious "repentance" in the world would do them no good. 
Retreating from distinctive Christianity into the "safe" ideas and customs of their former religious experience 
would be to forsake Jesus, and to essentially crucify Him again. This is especially true for these Christians from a 
Jewish background, since the religious customs they would take up again would likely include animal sacrifice for 
atonement, which denies the total work of Jesus for them on the cross. 

The message to these Christians who felt like giving up was clear: if you don't continue on with Jesus, don't 
suppose you will find salvation by just going on with the ideas that Christianity and Judaism share. The idea is not 
that “if you fall away, you can’t ever come back to Jesus.” Instead, the idea is “if you turn your back on Jesus, don't 
expect to find salvation anywhere else, apart from the fullness of Jesus." If you aren't saved in Jesus, you aren't 
saved at all. There is no salvation in a safe "common ground" that is not distinctively Christian.  

Why would it be impossible to be “brought back to repentance” (v. 6)? Because they are crucifying Christ all 
over again.   

What does it mean to crucify the Son of God all over again? Turning your back on Christ and ignoring His 
gracious offer of salvation by grace.  Which means they would be rejecting the original atoning death of Christ in 
favor of returning to the Old Covenant animal sacrificial system. 

The serious consequences of falling away are illustrated (vv. 7-8). Who is represented by v. 7?  The true 
believer. What is the message? In the illustration in this verse, the "land" represents believers who drink in the 
water ("rain") of God's Word, and bear fruit as a result. This kind of response leads to God bestowing a blessing on 
those individuals. 

Who is represented by v. 8? The wavering Jewish Christian.  What is the message? If they fail to progress to 
maturity and no good fruit results, they will experience the divine discipline of judgment rather than blessing. 

What is the point of this illustration? What is the application to the Hebrews and to us? The idea shows that 
growth and bearing fruit are important to keep from falling away. When we really bear fruit, we abide in Jesus 
(John 15:5) and are in no danger of falling away. 

Who are vv. 9-13 addressed to?  The Christian Jews who are the subject of this book. The true believers of v. 7  



Why did he still have hope for them (9)?  Because of their salvation.  And because of the nature of God.  He is just 
and will not forget their labors of love. 

Will God forget what they have done (v. 10)? No. God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love: When 
we are discouraged we often think God forgot us and all we did for Him and His people. But God would deny His 
own nature if He forgot such things (He would be unjust). God sees and He remembers. Sometimes our fear that 
God forgot our work and labor of love comes from relying on the attention and applause of people. It is true that 
some people may forget your work and labor of love, but God never will. 

How would you describe the message (vv. 9-12)? This affectionate term (“dear friends”) softens the severity of 
the warning just given. If anything, verse nine shows how badly these struggling Christians needed encouragement. 
Their spiritual danger was not so much out of a calculated rebellion, but more because of a depressing 
discouragement. They needed warning (vv. 4-8) but they also needed encouragement. The "better things" in view 
reflect the writer's confidence that his readers would not turn away from the truth and would continue following 
Jesus. He based his confidence on their realizing the dreadful consequences of apostasy—that he had just 
explained—and avoiding it. 

What does he want them to do (vv. 11-12)? Be diligent to the very end. Remain faithful to God, while waiting 
patiently for their future inheritance. 

The writer to Hebrews encourages like a coach, pressing us to press on. We must keep up our good work; press on 
with that hope until the end; and imitate those who inherit (not earn) God's promises. Then he exhorts them to 
press on using Abraham as an example of faith and patience to imitate.    

Why did the author use the example of Abraham (vv. 13-15)? Because Abraham is an encouraging and 
supreme example of one who continued strong in faith and patience. The writer was calling his readers to do what 
God called Abraham to do when He instructed him to go to Mt. Moriah and sacrifice Isaac. They too needed to 
continue to trust and obey, like Abraham, even though circumstances apparently would result in tragedy. Having 
patiently waited and remained steadfast in the face of trying circumstances, Abraham qualified to receive 
everything God wanted to give him (he obtained the promise).1 

Why would Abraham and these promises be of special interest to the Hebrews?  They revered Abraham as 
one of their greatest leaders. 

By whom did God swear (v. 13)? By Himself.  Why not by someone else?  There was no one greater to swear by. 
In a court of law men swear by someone greater than themselves (v. 16).  They promise to tell the truth and then 
add “so help me, God.” They are taking an oath to confirm a promise.  Which is exactly what God did with Abraham 
(v. 17) (Genesis 22:16).   

How did Abraham respond to the “promise” that was made to him, according to verse 15?  He waited 
patiently. What did God do (v. 17)?  He confirmed His promise with an oath. Who are the heirs of what was 
promised?  Spiritual children of Abraham. 

What are the "two unchangeable things" (v. 18)?  God's promise and His oath.  It is impossible for God to lie in 
either of these two things. God promises to save all who believe on Christ; then He confirms it with an oath. The 
Cross may be thought of as a picture of an oath confirming the promise of salvation, especially to the Old 
Testament believers.   

What is the message (vv. 19-20)? Don't be discouraged, because Jesus will lead us into God's glory. These verses 
provide another illustration of our security. 

How is hope like an anchor? The anchor was a common figure for hope in the ancient world. Here the idea is that 
we are anchored to something firm but unseen (“which enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain”). Our hope is 
like an anchor locked into the Holy of Holies, i.e. God’s presence, which should keep us from drifting away from 
God. You don't need an anchor for calm seas. The rougher the weather, the more important your anchor is. 

                                                 
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Hebrews, 2017 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 80 
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