
Hebrews 7  

What is the theme of chapter 7 and especially of vv. 1-10? The priesthood of Christ is of the order of 
Melchizedek which is superior to the order of Aaron. At the same time, Jesus Christ is superior in rank and 
authority to Melchizedek and any other religious authority. 

How is Melchizedek described (v. 1)?  King of Salem (an ancient name for the city of Jerusalem) and priest of God 
Most High.  He is both a king and a priest. He was both the political and spiritual leader of His people which is God’s 
ideal – no separation between the secular and the sacred. However history shows the danger of combining 
religious and civic authority. When sinful man is reigning it is necessary to separate church and state.1 Therefore 
God did not allow the kings of Israel to be priests and the priests to be kings. Melchizedek was an exception. 

What did Abraham do for Melchizedek and vice versa (vv. 1-2)? Melchizedek blessed Abraham, and Abraham 
gave Melchizedek a tithe, which is a tenth part of all the spoils of battle (Genesis 14:20).  What is the principle 
stated in v. 7 regarding blessing that applies in this exchange? The lesser (positionally inferior) person is 
blessed by the greater (positionally superior). Clearly this is the case between Melchizedek and Abraham.  

How does the priesthood of Melchizedek differ from the priesthood under the Law of Moses (v. 3)? Lack of a 
genealogy. Melchizedek was not a descendant of Aaron nor of the tribe of Levi.  Nor was he a Jew. Also, His 
priesthood didn’t end at his death because he didn’t die.  Imagine the reaction of the Jews when they realized their 
revered leader Abraham was inferior to a non-Jewish priest. 

How was the case of Abraham tithing to Melchizedek similar to tithing under the Law of Moses? It was a 
tenth.  How was it different? It was voluntary. 

What argument does the author use to show that the priesthood of Melchizedek is superior to that of Levi 
(vv. 9-10)?  Since Abraham was the great grandfather of Levi, the whole tribe of Levi was genetically in the body 
of Abraham when he paid tithes to Melchizedek.  The picture is one of the Old Testament Levitical priesthood 
(represented by Levi) figuratively paying tithes to the priesthood of Melchizedek. This shows Melchizedek is in a 
position of authority over Abraham and his descendant Levi. 

What conclusion is reached regarding the Levitical priesthood (v. 11)? Perfection was not attainable through 
the Levitical priesthood. This shows the need for a different order of priesthood. What does perfection mean?  
Sins completely and eternally atoned for.  Consciences cleansed. 

What conclusion is reached (v. 12)? Explain the significance. The priesthood of Aaron was connected to the 
Law of Moses. So if the priesthood is changed we should also anticipate some change of the Law's status or place. 
This verse is one of the clearest single statements in the New Testament indicating that God had terminated the 
Mosaic Law.  The old order of things is gone and the new order is ushered in. 

What is the message (vv. 13-14)? Jesus could not be a priest according to the Mosaic Law because He is from the 
wrong tribe. Under the Law of Moses, God strictly commanded that only those from tribe of Levi and the family of 
Aaron could serve at the altar in sacrifice.  If He is our High Priest, it must be under another principle. The law had 
to be changed to accommodate Jesus as High Priest which the New Covenant took care of. 

Which tribe was Jesus from? Judah. What did Moses say regarding priests of the tribe of Judah (v. 14)? 
Nothing. What does this prove?  A priest coming from the tribe of Judah was not even a consideration at that time. 
However, several hundred years later, the prophet Micah prophesied that Messiah would come from the tribe of 
"Judah," not from the priestly tribe of Levi  (Micah 5:2).  

What was the basis for this new priesthood (vv. 16-17)? Jesus Christ did not become a priest because He was 
born into the priestly tribe of Levi and was thus qualified by His descent to serve as high priest. It was not a 
question of pedigree.  Jesus' priesthood is not based upon law or heredity but upon “the power of an indestructible 
life.” His ministry will never cease because his life will never end.  None of the Levitical priests had the power of an 
indestructible life and each of them served a limited term as priests - limited to their own life span. 



How is the Law described (v. 18)?  Weak and useless.  The law does a great job of setting God's perfect standard 
but it does not provide the power to keep that standard. The law provides expert diagnosis of our sin problem, but 
the law does not provide the cure to our sin problem. Only Jesus can save us from our sin problem 

Why would God establish a covenant including a governing system of laws that was weak and useless (vv. 
18-19)? Romans 3:20 “….through the law we become conscious of sin.”  The Law was designed to reveal our need for 
a Savior. To reveal the futility of legalistic living – trying to live by a set of rules. It shows us God's perfect standard. 
He has replaced the old system (“former regulation”) with a new system (“a better hope”) that can do what the old 
system could not do, namely, bring us into intimate relationship with God (“by which we draw near to God”). 

What is the “better hope” (v. 19)?  The better hope we have is the assurance that this special, eternal, and 
intimate relationship is now possible for us to experience, thanks to our Great High Priest. Since now, in Jesus, we 
have a better hope, through which we draw near to God, we are wrong to go back to building our Christian walk on 
the law. The law does not give you a better hope. The law does not draw you near to God the way God's grace given 
in Jesus does. Yet many Christians try to live a legal relationship with God instead of enjoying a grace relationship 
with Him. 

What further advantage did Jesus have as a priest (vv. 20-21)? Jesus was made High Priest by the direct oath of 
God.   Psalm 110:4: The LORD has sworn and will not relent, "You are a priest forever According to the order of 
Melchizedek." How did this compare to Levitical priests? The Levitical priesthood had no such origin (they 
became priests without an oath); this was another indication of the inferiority of the Levitical priesthood. The high 
priest of the order of Aaron was appointed by heredity, not by personal character or by an oath of God. 

What has Jesus become the “guarantee” of (v. 22)?  A better covenant. The Old Covenant had a mediator 
(Moses), but no one to guarantee the people's side of the covenant. Therefore they continually failed under it. But 
the New Covenant - a better covenant - has a cosigner to guarantee it on our behalf. Therefore, the New Covenant 
depends on what Jesus did, not on what we do. He is the guarantee and we are not. 

What is unique about the New Covenant as compared to the Old Covenant? It is a covenant of pure grace.  It is 
an unconditional, unilateral covenant.  God essentially made a covenant with Himself.  We do not have to perform 
in order to meet the terms of the New Covenant. 

How does Jesus’ priesthood differ from Old Testament priests (vv. 23-24)? The priesthood under the Law of 
Moses constantly changed with the death of each high priest. In contrast, Jesus will never die and therefore has 
a permanent unchangeable priesthood. We don't need to worry about a "bad priest" replacing Him. Why is this an 
advantage? The unchanging nature of Jesus' priesthood means that the salvation He gives is also unchanging, 
permanent, and secure.  He lives forever as our priest.  His priesthood is never passed on to another priest.   

How does He save completely (v. 25)? This refers not to merely saving us from the penalty of sin (salvation) but 
saving us also from the power of sin (sanctification).   

What is Jesus, our High Priest, doing for us (v. 25)?  He lives to intercede continually and forever for us. It 
strengthens us to know that Jesus prays for us. This is tremendous encouragement to anyone who feels like giving 
up. Romans 8:34 “…. Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us.” He continually represents us before the Father so that we can draw near through Him. 
 
How did Old Testament priests differ from Jesus (vv. 26-28)? The priests under the Law of Moses did not have 
the personal character of the Son of God. Jesus is holy, blameless (without guile or deception), pure, separate from 
sinners (in the sense of not sharing in their sin). Jesus is far superior in His personal character than any earthly 
priest. 

Why is Jesus’ character an advantage to His priesthood (v. 27)? He was sinless. He did not need to offer up 
sacrifices, first for His own sins - which the other priests needed to do daily.   
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