
John 1:1-18 
 
The most important question that we will ever have to answer is, “What are you going to do with Jesus Christ?” Our 
eternal destiny depends upon our answer. If Jesus Christ was only a man, then we can safely forget Him. If He is 
God, that’s a totally different story. John is going to show us and explain to us exactly who Jesus is—in John 1:1-2.  
 
What is “the Word” that John referred to three times (v. 1?) In the Old Testament, the ancient Greek word for 
"Word" (logos), to which John referred, was a title for God.  Here in the Gospel of John, it refers to Jesus. How do we 
know that? Verse 14 explains: “The Word (God) became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” The miracle of God 
becoming man, in the form of Jesus, is referred to as the Incarnation.  
 
How is the incarnation unique to Christianity? In some false religions, men are promised that they will become 
gods, but never that God would take on human form. All other religions are a picture of man reaching up to God, 
trying to earn God’s favor, trying to please God by doing good. Christianity is a picture of God reaching out/coming 
down to man, offering a relationship of grace and forgiveness.  
 
Where else do we read “in the beginning?” Genesis 1:1 Is John 1:1 referring to the same “beginning?” Yes.  
 
What do vv. 1 & 2 tell us about Jesus? He (the Word) was in the beginning with God makes the point that the 
Father is distinct from the Son, and the Son distinct from the Father. They are equally God, yet they are separate 
persons within the Godhead. They have differing roles yet they are the same in essence. Jesus existed from the 
beginning. He did not come into existence. He always existed. He was with God in the beginning, and He was God at 
the same time.  
 
What work is attributed to Jesus (v. 3)? His role in creation. He is creator of all things (vv. 3, 10). If a thing was 
made, He made it. In doing so, He acted under the authority of God the Father, not independently from the Father. 
The God who created the universe is the One who was found lying in a Bethlehem manger (Colossians 1:16). 
 
What does it mean that “in Him was life” (v. 4)? Not that He merely possessed life but He is the source of life 
which includes both physical life and spiritual life.  When we were born we received physical life.  When we were 
born again, we received spiritual life.  Both come from Him. He is the Giver of life. 
 
How is Christ the true light of every man (vv. 4, 9)?  

 He provides guidance and direction. He provides light for the pathway of our lives. 
 True light shines on all people regardless of race, nationality, culture, etc.  
 Christ reveals man as he really is - with sin and moral deficiencies. In a dark room, you don’t see the dust on 

the furniture. When the light comes on you see it as it really is. 
 He reveals the righteousness of God to us. 
 He reveals the way to eternal life/heaven (John 14:6). 

 
What is the function of the Light (v. 5)? To overcome the darkness. The entrance of sin brought darkness to the 
minds of men. They neither knew God nor wanted to know God. Into this darkness Jesus came. As light "shines" in 
the darkness, so Jesus brought the revelation and salvation of God to humanity in its fallen and lost condition. Men 
did not realize who He really was or why He had come.  But the darkness could not overcome the light. When light 
and darkness mix, light always wins, light always shines through the darkness. Darkness does not prevent the light 
from shining. 

 

Application: How is Jesus your light? What does that mean to you? He provides guidance and direction. He 
dispels the darkness so we can see. He shows us how to live….the true purpose of life….the way to heaven.  
 
Who was the “John” mentioned in vv. 6, 15? John the Baptist, not the apostle John who wrote this Gospel. What 
was John the Baptist’s purpose? To be a witness (vv. 7-8).  A witness to what? To the Light, i.e. Jesus (John 8:12). 
His mission was to announce the coming of the Savior and tell the people to get ready for Him. His ultimate 
purpose was bringing people to faith in Jesus, the same as John’s purpose in writing this Gospel (John 20:30-31). 
 



John, the author, says that Jesus came to His own (v. 11). Who were His own? The Jewish nation. The chosen 
people. 
 
The Jews had been waiting for hundreds of years for the Messiah to come. Why did they not recognize or 
receive Jesus (vv. 10-11)? Because of ignorance and spiritual blindness caused by sin. Their hearts were 
hard….not right with God.  Their expectations were invalid. They were expecting a political, conquering-hero type 
of Messiah who would overthrow their Roman oppressors and establish a political kingdom rather than One who 
would arrive on a donkey to establish a spiritual kingdom. Why don’t people accept Jesus today?  
 

Note: The word “world” in John’s gospel generally does not refer to this planet but to the unbelieving “world” of 
humanity darkened by sin and in rebellion against God.  
 
What observations can we make about the response of the people (v. 12)? Not everyone rejected Jesus. Many 
received Him and became children of God.  
 
How do we become a child of God (v. 12)? It is not by good works, church membership, being better than our 
neighbor – but by receiving Him, by believing in His name.  “In His name” means trusting in all that He is and has 
done. Jesus died as a substitute sacrifice in the place of sinners; belief involves relying on Him for salvation rather 
than on self. This includes, in a practical sense, repenting, asking for forgiveness and placing your faith in His 
finished work on the cross. By surrendering your will and trusting in His will.  Faith may be thought of as trusting 
in, relying on and clinging to Jesus Christ. 
 
What does John mean by “born of God” (v. 13)? A spiritual/supernatural birth. It does not originate from human 
effort. It is a work of God. People are born of God the moment they place their faith in Christ for forgiveness and 
eternal life. It is a spiritual awakening brought about by God‘s grace and our faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).  
 
What are the three ways we are NOT born of God (v. 13)? 

 Not of natural descent – by having Christian parents 
 Not of a human decision – by power in our own flesh 
 Not of a husband’s will – by the will of another person 

 
What does v. 14 tell us about the nature of Jesus?  

 He became a man—He did not just appear as a man. He was one of us. 
 Humanity was added to His deity. He is 100% God and 100% man. A very important truth of Christianity.  

 
What is the glory of Christ (v. 14)? The "glory" that John and the other disciples observed as eyewitnesses refers 
to the god-like characteristics of Jesus. Particularly, "grace and truth" which characterized the glory of God that 
Jesus manifested. His glory refers to the unique splendor and honor seen in Jesus’ life, miracles, death and 
resurrection. The Incarnation was the greatest possible expression of God's glory and grace to humankind.  
 
How does John the Baptist testify to who Jesus was (vv. 15, 18)?  John the Baptist explained that Jesus existed 
(in heaven) before he was born on earth. Jesus is identified as the source of grace and truth (vv. 14, 17). It’s as if 
John was saying, “No one has ever seen God but if you want to see God, look at this man.” John pointed the people 
to Jesus. He prepared the way for Jesus. 
 
What comparison does John make (v. 17)? God gave His Law to His people through Moses, but Jesus Christ is the 
One through whom He has given abundant "grace and truth." John's statement shows the superiority of grace over 
law. The law expresses God's standards, but grace provides help so we can do His will. 
  
What is the message (v. 18)? God sent His unique and only Son from His own most intimate presence to reveal 
God to humankind. In the system that Moses inaugurated, no one could actually see God, but Jesus has explained 
(revealed) Him now to everyone. 
 
Some materials taken from Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on John 2017 Edition, (published by Sonic Light, www.soniclight.com). 
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