
John 11:1-57 

How would you characterize Jesus’ relationship with the family of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (vv. 1-3)? 
Jesus had established a love relationship with them. They knew He loved them. They were secure in His love.  

When Lazarus was sick and his sisters sent word for Jesus to come, what did He say was the purpose of this 
sickness (v. 4)? So that God’s glory might be revealed and God’s Son would be glorified. God allowed this to 
happen so that Jesus would come and raise Lazarus form the dead and thus be manifested again as the true 
Messiah. Jesus viewed raising someone to life as an act that glorified God by revealing His Son.  

We know that the bottom line purpose of any miracle is to glorify God. What does it mean to glorify God? It 
means to bring Him honor through what we say, how we act, and how we think. To glorify God means we make 
Him known to others. Glorifying God means to acknowledge Him in all areas of life. 

When Jesus got the word about Lazarus what did He do (v. 6)? Waited two days. God’s delays are not God’s 
denials. This miracle was going to be all about God’s timing. Not even His love for Mary, Martha and Lazarus could 
force Jesus to act ahead of the proper time.  Everything He did was in obedience to His Father’s will and in keeping 
with the divine timetable. 

What do vv. 7-8 say about the disciples?  Jesus' decision to return to Judea seemed foolhardy to the disciples, 
who reminded Him that the Jews there had recently tried to stone Him (10:31, 39). They obviously did not yet 
appreciate the Father's protection of His Son until His appointed hour, or the inevitability of Jesus' death. 

What did Jesus mean by daylight and night (vv. 9-10)? 
 On a spiritual level -- men who do not “have the light” stumble (morally) when they attempt to walk in the 

darkness. Darkness is a description of the world which is characterized by evil and unbelief. Only when one 
follows Jesus as the “light of the world” can one go about “this present darkness” in safety. Jesus is the light 
whereby a man may walk and not stumble.  

 On a physical level -- In Jesus’ day there were no streetlights to illumine the cities. In fact, there was little 
artificial lighting of any kind. So when the day ends, a man’s work has to be done. To be abroad after 
nightfall is to stumble and risk injury. On this level the words encourage a person to use their time wisely. 

 Taken in context – People should respond to Jesus while He is in the world as its Light.  Soon He would be 
gone and so would this unique opportunity. 

 
Why was Jesus “glad” that Lazarus had died (v. 15)? He was glad that He had not been present when Lazarus 
died. If He had been there, Lazarus would not have died. He would have healed him. The disciples will now see a 
greater miracle than the prevention of death.  They would see a man raised from the dead which would greatly 
strengthen their faith and which would be the clearest demonstration of Jesus' identity so far, and would convince 
many people that He was, indeed, God's Son. Waiting two days resulted in a bigger miracle with a bigger impact. 
 
What do you make of Thomas’ comment (v. 16)? Thomas expressed what it meant to be a disciple of Jesus. He 
was willing to go with Jesus, even if it meant dying with Him. Thomas didn’t understand all that Jesus said or 
meant, but what he did know was enough to make him willing to die with and for Jesus. This was the first reference 
in the Gospels to Thomas saying something. Thomas gets a bad rap as a doubter, but here his devotion to Jesus and 
his courage stand out. On another level it is prophetic of most of the disciples’ destinies. 

How long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus arrived (v. 17)? He had been dead for four days. There is a Jewish 
belief that the spirit of a person stays near the grave for three days hoping to return to the body. But on the fourth 
day decomposition sets in and the spirit finally leaves. After that, there is no hope of resuscitation. 

How did both Martha and Mary respond to Jesus (vv. 21, 32)? “If you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” The sisters were having a hard time understanding Jesus’ delay. But they were trying to trust that Jesus had a 
purpose.  

Application: What are some of the purposes of God’s “delays” in our lives? God uses delays to mold our hearts 
to line up with His, to quiet us so we won’t get ahead of Him, and to strengthen our faith. Sometimes He also does it 
simply to bring honor to His name. 



Jesus stated the fifth “I AM” as what (v. 25)?  The resurrection and the life. What is required for eternal life 
(vv. 25-26)? Belief. Nothing beyond faith is required to be saved.  

How does Martha respond to Jesus (vv. 21, 24, 27)? She gets it! She understands who Jesus is. Martha makes a 
clear profession of saving faith. Her faith was sincere and legitimate but it was limited; she knew nothing yet about 
the future for both her brother Lazarus and Jesus. She realized that her brother would rise from the dead someday 
but she had no idea it would be that day.  

Why did Jesus weep (v. 35)? The Bible doesn’t tell us, but most likely He was angry at the tyranny of Satan who 
had brought sorrow and death to people through the tragic consequences of sin. Jesus wept three times: (1) here, 
(2) over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41), and (3) in the garden of Gethsemane (Hebrews 5:7). 

We now come to the most impressive miracle in the Gospel—the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead. This is the 
last and greatest of Jesus’ miracles before His own resurrection, and it was the most powerful revelation of His true 
identity. We see in this miracle Jesus’ authority over humankind’s greatest and final enemy -- death. 

What were the implications of the sequence Jesus stated in v. 40: “…if you believed, you would see…”? Faith 
precedes understanding. Not the other way around. By faith we understand…..( Hebrews 11:3).  Plenty of people 
had seen Jesus but had not believed. It has always been the case that those whose minds are made up to oppose 
what Christ stands for will not be convinced by any amount of evidence.   

Jesus’ prayer was a prayer of what (v. 41)?  Thanksgiving (in anticipation of what was coming), not asking for 
something. He was thankful that this miracle would provide clear evidence to the people that He had been sent by 
the Father and would cause the people to believe because He would be seen as the Father’s obedient Son. 

What was the response of the people (vv. 45-46)? Again Jesus’ words and works divided the Jews. Even this 
most powerful miracle failed to convince some that Jesus was God’s Son. If one’s heart is evil and rebellious and 
unbelieving, even if he were to see a person raised from the dead, He will still reject and refuse to believe. 

What were some of the differences between the resurrections of Lazarus and Jesus? Lazarus had to die again; 
Jesus did not. Lazarus arose with the same physical body that went into his tomb, but Jesus arose with a post-
resurrection body that could pass through solid objects. 

What was the Sanhedrin’s attitude (vv. 47-48)? The Sanhedrin members felt that they had to take some decisive 
action against Jesus, because the more miracles He performed, the more His popular following grew. Even more of 
the Jews were concluding that Jesus was the Messiah. Their present tactics against Jesus needed adjusting, or the 
outcome of this revolution would be insurrection and the Romans would crush the Jewish revolt and take away 
both their temple and their nation. This is exactly what happened in AD 70 when the Romans destroyed the temple 
and scattered the people -- not because the people accepted the Lord but because they rejected Him.   

Note: In the thick of planning to take Jesus’ life, the Jewish leaders acknowledged that He was performing many 
miraculous signs (v. 47)! How wicked and deceitful are their hearts. What hypocrites they are. 

What was Caiaphas really saying (vv. 49-50)?  Caiaphas viewed Jesus as a scapegoat whose sacrifice would 
guarantee the life of Israel's leaders. Caiaphas solution to the problem that Jesus posed was to get rid of Him— 
permanently. He seems to have felt impatient with his fellow rulers for hesitating to take this brutal step. From 
Caiaphas’ perspective, it was okay to execute an innocent person if it secured the advantage and provided a 
positive impact for the nation, i.e. the end justifies the means. Jesus’ sacrificial death was precisely God’s 
intention—though for very a different reason. Caiaphas unknowingly "prophesied" that Jesus would die as a 
substitute "for the Jewish nation" and for the uniting of God's children scattered abroad. Ultimately, His death 
would unite Jewish and Gentile believers into one body, the church  

Why did Jesus withdraw to a private place (v. 54)? They were plotting to take His life but His time had not yet 
come. There was a warrant out for Jesus' arrest and He was not about to put God to the test.  
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