
John 14:1-14 

Jesus knows that the disciples’ hearts are troubled (v. 1). What are some reasons why their hearts might be 
troubled? He has said so far during dinner (chapter 13) that He is going away, He is going to die, one of the twelve 
is a traitor, Peter will disown Him three times, Satan is at work against them, and all the disciples will fall away.  
 
They have been following Him expectantly for the last three years. For Him they have left family, home, and 
occupation. And now He’s leaving them and He’s going to die!?!? What would they do once He was gone? No 
wonder their hearts are troubled! 
 

Application: What kinds of things trouble your heart? 

What is the remedy Jesus gives them (v. 1)? Trust in Him and His Father (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

What is the message Jesus gives His disciples (vv. 2-3)? The reason the disciples should stop feeling troubled at 
the thought of His leaving was because He was going "to prepare a place for" them in heaven and He would return 
for them and take them there later to be where He is. This most likely refers to the Rapture of the church when 
Christ will return for His people (1Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58) and they will be with Him. 

Jesus was stressing His personal concern for His disciples' welfare. His return would be as certain as His departure. 
Jesus prepares a place for His people because He loves them and is confident of their arrival. The greatest blessing 
of heaven will be our ceaseless personal fellowship with the Lord Jesus. 

What was Thomas confused about (v. 5)? Where Jesus was going and how to get there. They had been given all 
the information but would not be able to put it all together until after the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
(Acts 2). 

Jesus responds with the sixth “I AM” statement (v. 6) which is what? “I am the way and the truth and the life.” 

What does it mean when Jesus says that He is “the way?” Jesus is not merely One who has shown men the way. 
He is not merely a way; He is the way—to God. He is the one and only way that God has provided for men to obtain 
the forgiveness of their sins and the gift of eternal life. Jesus’ message is in the plainest of words, “No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.”  To know Jesus is to know the way to the Father, for He is the way.  

How is Jesus “the truth?” He teaches the truth. His words are truth. But beyond this, He is the truth. All truth has 
its source in Him. He is all the truth that men need for salvation, life, and godliness. It is this “truth” found in Jesus 
which reveals God to men, which discloses the way to eternal life, which is the basis for sanctification, and which 
provides the content of the gospel. 

How is Jesus “the life?” Jesus gives life, but this is because He is the source of life—physically (as Creator) and 
eternally (as Savior). 

John 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.  None of us has life 
inherent in ourselves. Our life is derived from our parents. Jesus claimed that His life was derived from no one; it is 
inherent and uncreated. Theologians call this quality of self-existence aseity and recognize that God alone 
possesses it. 

What does Philip’s question reveal about him (v. 8)? Philip is basing his request on the premise that “seeing is 
believing.” If they could but see the Father, then they would believe all that Jesus has told them about the Father, 
and then they could have peace of mind. Jesus is going to turn this reasoning inside out. He is going to say that it is 
not “seeing that leads to believing,” but rather it is “believing that leads to seeing” (11:40). It is to those who believe 
in Jesus to whom He reveals Himself (v. 21). Christianity is a walk of faith, not a walk of sight. 

How did Jesus respond to Phillip’s question (vv. 9-10)?  Jesus repeated again that He and the Father were the 
same in essence. This is one of the most staggering claims He ever made.  No Theophany was necessary because by 
seeing Jesus they were seeing the Father. The Father is in Jesus and Jesus perfectly reveals Him.   



These verses describe the closeness of the union between Father and Son.  They are separate Persons yet they are 
One when it comes to attributes and will. No mortal mind will ever understand the concept of the triune Godhead. 

What further proof did Jesus offer of His union with the Father besides His words (v. 11)?  His miracles. 
Jesus' miracles were signs that displayed His divine identity. What we regard as a miracle was nothing more than a 
normal act for Jesus.  

How can Christians do greater things than Jesus (v. 12)? 

1. Jesus healed the paralytic in John 5, but like many others He healed, this man was not spiritually 
transformed as a result. The saving of a lost sinner, the transfer of one from death to life, from darkness to 
light, is the greatest miracle of all. By the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, such were the miracles 
about to take place through the disciples and their preaching. It is greater to save souls than to heal bodies. 

2. During Jesus’ earthly ministry relatively few people believed in Him, but after His ascension many more 
would. The miracle of regeneration spreads like wildfire after Jesus ascends to heaven and the Father sends 
the Holy Spirit. Three thousand people became believers in Jesus on the day of Pentecost alone (Acts 2:41) 
and the early church grew to five thousand shortly thereafter (Acts 4:4). The church thoroughly permeated 
the Roman Empire during the apostolic age whereas Jesus’ personal ministry did not extend beyond 
Palestine. The whole Book of Acts is proof that what Jesus predicted here happened. The mighty works of 
conversion are more in view here than a few miracles of healing.  

What are the secrets to asking in prayer (vv. 13-14)? We must ask in His name and for the purpose of glorifying 
God. The bottom-line goal of answered prayer is to bring glory to God.  

This apparently blank check type of promise has a condition that many often overlook. It is "in my name." Believers 
misapply this condition, because many Christians think it simply means making their request and tacking on the 
phrase "in Jesus' name" at the end. 

What does asking “in His name” mean? It’s a lot more than saying, “In Jesus’ name” at the end of a prayer! We are 
to ask in accordance with Jesus’ mind and will. Praying in Jesus' name means coming to the Father in prayer as 
Jesus' representative who is doing His business. When we pray in Jesus' name, we claim to be acting for Him. 
Someone who prays that way will always ask only what is God's will, or what is subject to God's will, since that is 
always how Jesus related to His Father.  

The closer we are walking with Him, the more our desires will line up with His. Live in the center of His will, walk 
in fellowship with Him and ask for anything the Lord would desire because that should be the desire of our heart. 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him (1 John 5:14-15). 

The New Testament teaching on prayer is that believers normally address the Father in prayer, in the Son's name, 
and with the Spirit's help. However, this is not a rigid requirement. In view of the unity of the Godhead, we can 
understand occasional instances of prayers addressed to the Son or to the Holy Spirit.  

Note: Both Jesus and the Holy Spirit serve as our intercessors (Romans 8). 

Application: After reading Jesus’ response to His disciples, what are some reasons why we should not be 
troubled? 
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