
John 18:1-40   

When Jesus left with His disciples (v. 1), Judas knew where Jesus would go based on past experience (v. 2). 
The fact that Jesus didn’t choose a more secretive, unpredictable place—what does that tell us? Jesus is not 
trying to avoid being arrested. He is ready to turn Himself in. He knows His time has now come. He willingly gives 
Himself up when the time is right. He is in control at all times. The soldiers could have left their weapons at home.   

Why would the Jewish leaders send an entourage of officials from the chief priests and Pharisees and a 
detachment of Roman troops (around 200 soldiers) to arrest one man (v. 3)? They wanted to be sure that 
Jesus would not escape. They knew of the power and elusiveness of Jesus (John 7:30, 8:20, 8:59; Luke 4:30). 

John's account focuses on Jesus' presentation of Himself to His enemies. It was not surrender as such, since that 
word implies that the person surrendering is guilty or defeated. It was not a request for arrest, either, since that 
would have removed some of the guilt, for His death, from His captors. 

Why did this crowd sent to arrest Jesus fall to the ground when He spoke (v. 6)? The power of the Word of 
God. “I AM He" (Gr. ego eimi) was a claim to deity. The “I AM” of verse 5 is the same “I AM” as in Exodus 3:14.  

Why did Jesus request that His men be let go (v. 8)? To fulfill His own prophecy. “And this is the will of him who 
sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day” ( John 6:39). Jesus is intent 
on protecting His disciples. They have a vital mission ahead of them. 

What does Peter’s action of striking the high priest’s servant tell us about Peter (v. 10)? His action is foolish 
and impulsive, but it illustrates his character qualities of courage, devotion, loyalty and commitment to Jesus. 

Note: Peter’s brave—though misdirected—act shows that he still fails to realize that Jesus’ death is a necessary  
part of God’s plan. Therefore Jesus rebukes Peter even though he shows remarkable loyalty to his teacher. Zeal 
without knowledge can be dangerous. 

What does “drink the cup” mean (v. 11)? The cup refers to the wrath of God under which He would suffer and 
die for the sins of the world. He had come to do the Father’s will and now it was time to embrace it.  

Who is Annas (v. 13)? The “unofficial” high priest. He was supposed to serve until he died but was basically fired 
by the Roman authorities and replaced by his son Caiaphas. Many of the Jews continued to recognize Annas as their 
true high priest. That’s why Jesus was led to Annas first.  

Who is “another disciple” (v. 15)? We don’t know. Traditionally commentators have understood the “other 
disciple” to have been John, the “one Jesus loved.” 

Why did Peter deny Christ (vv. 17, 25, 27)? It was not Peter’s faith that failed, but his courage. He was unwilling 
to stand up in the face of adversity and claim to be a follower of Christ. After his failure he wept bitterly, because he 
really did love his Lord (Matthew 26:75). 

Application: What are some ways we can deny Christ?  Have you ever denied Christ? If so, God can restore and 
use you just like He did with Peter.  

What was not right about the trials of Jesus? 1. Two independent witnesses are required before a person could 
go to trial. 2. Defense has to speak first. 3. No trials are allowed after dark. The Jews violated their own laws; they 
were so intent, so focused, so obsessed with killing Jesus. All told, in the four gospels, Jesus underwent six trials 
(John 18:12-14, 28-38; John 18:39-19:6; Matthew 26:57-68, 27:1-2; Luke 23:6-12). 

How did Jesus respond to Annas’ questioning (v. 19)? Jesus rightly claimed that He had always taught openly. 
He was assuring Annas that His teachings were not subversive. He did not have two types of teaching: a harmless 
one for the multitudes, and a revolutionary one for His disciples. He invited Annas to question His hearers—not 
just His disciples—to determine if He had indeed taught anything for which someone might accuse Him of being 
disloyal. The testimony of witnesses was an indispensable part of any serious trial in Judaism.  



How did Jesus respond to the blow to His face (v. 23)? Jesus’ response to this attack was logical (and humble) 
rather than emotional or physical. He simply appealed for a fair trial. Jesus had shown no disrespect for Annas. This 
was a case of police brutality.  

Why did Annas send Jesus to Caiaphas (v. 24)? Annas could not find anything the Sanhedrin could use to 
condemn or even charge Jesus. So he deferred to Caiaphas, the current official high priest, who then became 
responsible to bring charges against Jesus before the Sanhedrin. 

What have we heard Caiaphas say about Jesus earlier in John? He unknowingly prophesied the death of Christ 
for the Jewish nation (John 11:49-52).  

Why did the Jews take Jesus to Pilate (v. 28)?  Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin condemned Jesus (Mark 15:1). But 
the Jews did not have the legal right to execute their own criminals (v. 31). Rome had revoked that right in 7 A.D. 
which was a big blow to the Jewish community because it meant they no longer had the basic right of Jewish self-
government, i.e. they were totally under the oppressive control of Rome. Plus they ultimately wanted to place the 
blame for Jesus’ death at the feet of Pilate. 

The Sanhedrin had condemned Jesus for blasphemy (Matthew 26:63-66; Mark 14:61-64), which was a capital 
offense in Israel (Leviticus 24:16). However, the Sanhedrin could not pass the death sentence for this offense 
without Roman agreement, and there was little hope of Pilate passing a death sentence for mere blasphemy. 
Therefore the Jewish leaders decided to charge Jesus with treason against Rome (Luke 23:2). 

The other Gospels emphasize Jesus’ trials before the Jewish Sanhedrin (religious trials). John emphasized Jesus’ 
trials before the Roman authority—Pontius Pilate (civil trials). 

Pilate's normal headquarters were at Caesarea, the capital of the Roman province of Judea. However, during the 
Jewish feasts, Pilate came to Jerusalem with Roman troops to discourage uprisings which could cause him to lose 
his job as governor. 

How does John exposes the hypocrisy of the priests (v. 28)? They will murder an innocent Jesus, yet they are 
concerned about being ceremonially unclean and thus not able to participate in Passover feast activities. 

What does the exchange between Pilate and Jesus and the Jewish leaders reveal about Pilate’s 
character and motives (vv. 28-37)?  The hostility between Pilate and the Jewish leaders is very evident. Pilate 
was hated by them for his harshness and the fact that he was a Gentile ruling over them. Though Jesus is a king, He 
is not a political rival or threat that Pilate was concerned He might be. Pilate is trying to determine if Jesus is an 
insurrectionist who would threaten his position as governor if he can’t keep the peace among the Jews. Pilate is not 
concerned about the Jews—only himself. 

What is the bigger issue for taking Jesus to Pilate (v. 32)? To fulfill prophecy.  The Messiah had to die by 
crucifixion (John 3:14, 8:28, 12:32-34). The Romans were the only ones who could condemn a person to death by 
crucifixion. If the Jews had been allowed to kill Him, they would have stoned Him to death (the preferred method of 
execution for the Jews) instead of crucifying Him, and the prophecies about His death by crucifixion would not 
have been fulfilled. 

What was the main reason Jesus came into the world (v. 37)?  To testify to the truth. By this He meant that He 
came to reveal God. When Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth” (v. 38), Jesus could easily have said, “The Truth 
Incarnate is standing in front of you right now” (14:6). 

If any one man could say, “Jesus died for me,” who would it be (v. 40)? Barabbas. He knew what it was to have 
Jesus die on his behalf as Jesus took his place on death row. Barabbas was set free so Jesus could die—the innocent 
for the guilty. 

Why was it important to the Jews to have Jesus killed on a cross? The Jews equate crucifixion with hanging and 
anyone who is hung on a tree is under Gods curse (Deuteronomy 21:23). To the Jews, stoning might make Jesus 
appear to be a martyred prophet but hanging/crucifixion would prove that God had rejected/cursed Him. 
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