
John 6:1-71   

Why was the crowd initially following Jesus (v. 2)? They had seen Him heal people; they wanted to see another 
miracle. When Jesus saw the great crowd coming toward Him, what did He ask Philip—and why (v. 5)? 
“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  He asked Philip in order to test him. And then to educate him. 

Their problem was twofold. First, they didn’t have the resources to feed the multitude. Second, even if they did 
have the money, it would be impossible to purchase enough bread to feed them all. Philip put his mental calculator 
to work and concluded that the situation was hopeless. We often limit God the same way when we, like Phillip, 
can’t foresee a possible supernatural answer. 

Why did Jesus withdraw by Himself (v. 15)? To defuse the crowd. Having witnessed the miracle first-hand, the 
people wanted to force Him to be their political, worldly king. But Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world.  It is a 
spiritual kingdom. The time was not right for Him to establish His kingdom on earth. He would not have the 
kingdom without the Cross.  

Why were the disciples terrified at the sight of Jesus walking on the water (v. 19)? Mark reports that the 
disciples thought Jesus was a ghost (Mark 6:49). John simply describes them as terrified or frightened. Jesus' ability 
to calm their fear is the point of this miracle.  

According to Jesus, why were the people now looking for Him (v. 26)? Not because He was the miracle-
working Messiah, but because He could fill their stomachs. Many people today are only interested in Jesus because 
of the earthly benefits He could give them.  

What does it tell you about the people when they asked Jesus the question, “What must we do to do the 
works God requires” (v. 28)? They thought they needed to earn God’s favor by doing something. They were 
performance oriented when it came to pleasing God. They know nothing of the concept of grace. There is 
something within the fallen nature of human beings that makes the thought of working for eternal life more 
appealing than receiving it by faith as a gift. 

How did Jesus answer the question (v. 29)? “Believe in the one He has sent.” The only "work" that God requires of 
people for salvation is "faith in His Son." Jesus commands us not to do, but to trust. If we want to do the work of 
God, it begins with trusting Jesus. This is one of the most important verses in the Bible. It refutes the idea of a 
works-based salvation. Jesus' reply was a flat contradiction of the idea that people can earn salvation with their 
good deeds. Good works that are acceptable to God do not precede salvation, they follow it.  

What did the people ask Him to do in order to prove that He was God’s authorized representative as He 
claimed (v. 30)? They asked Him to do a miracle. If He was the Messiah, He ought to be able to do greater miracles 
than Moses when he produced bread from heaven for 40 years. Remember, Jesus had just miraculously feed the 
5000 the day before.  Yet they were unwilling to accept that miracle as justification for believing in Him.  This 
reveals the hardness of their hearts. No matter what Jesus does, unbelievers will always demand more. 

Like many unbelievers they wanted to see first and then believe. But this is not God’s order. God says “If you 
believed, you would see” (John 11:40). Faith precedes sight and prepares your mind to understand, your heart to 
believe and your will to obey.  A parachute opens only after you jump out of the plane. 

How did Jesus correct their thinking (vv. 32-33)? God ("not Moses") had given them manna in the past, but He 
was giving a new type of bread now.  Manna was literal food, designed for the physical body, but it had no value 
beyond this life. Jesus identified Himself as the true bread that gives life. He was bread for the soul and not for the 
body. He claimed to be able to satisfy completely whereas bread only satisfied physically. Additionally, manna was 
bread for the Jews alone. Christ was bread for the world. 

Note: Verse 35 is the first of the six “I AM” statements of Jesus. Jesus proclaims, “I am the Bread of Life.”  
 
Where do we find the origin of the “I AM” statements? Exodus 3:14-15: God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is 
what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you……This is My name forever.” In the Greek translation of 



the Bible (the Septuagint), the “I AM” of Exodus 3:14 and the “I AM” of John 6:35 are the same Greek words: Ego 
eimi. When Jesus says “I AM” He is declaring Himself to be God. 
 

Application: In what ways is Jesus the Bread of Life? Those who come to Him will have their spiritual hunger 
satisfied forever. Those who believe will find their thirst quenched forever. He nourishes us spiritually, satisfying 
the deep longings of our souls and our hunger to know God. 

What is the message of vv. 37-40? It is a picture of God’s electing grace. Once you’ve embraced a relationship 
with Jesus, you cannot lose your salvation because it is God-given, not man-earned. Christ will hold us close in a 
permanent relationship. “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”(1 Corinthians 1:8). Note the promise is not limited to the chosen but is offered to “everyone who looks to the 
Son.” 

Salvation also involves an element of human responsibility. The sovereignty of God and the free will (or 
responsibility) of man coexist perfectly in God’s plan of salvation. However, the way they work together is 
unexplainable and incomprehensible. Even though God has chosen the elect for salvation, they still must believe in 
Jesus. If anyone is saved it is because of the free grace of God. But if anyone perishes forever it is their own fault 
because they choose to reject Jesus Christ. All people are condemned by their own sinfulness and wickedness. But 
God offers forgiveness and eternal life to any person who will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

What was the people’s objection in vv. 41- 42? Jesus claimed to have come down from heaven which offended 
them. After all, they have known Him and His family all His life. They struggle to believe Him without first 
harmonizing all the apparent contradictions they are faced with. 

What is the message of vv. 44, 65? Salvation is ultimately a work of God. God initiates the relationship by 
drawing us to Himself. In and of ourselves, we don’t have the moral or spiritual ability to come to Christ (Romans 
3:11). We like to feel as though we are in charge and that we give ourselves to God. In truth, He calls and we come.  

Three times Jesus says, “I will raise him up at the last day” (vv. 40, 44, & 54). What was Jesus stating? The 
promise/the assurance of our resurrection. 

When Jesus talked about eating His flesh and drinking His blood what was He talking about (vv. 53-57)? 
Jesus was introducing a metaphor for believing in Him, namely, eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Compare 
vv. 47 and 54. The “eat and drink” of v. 54, and the “believe” of v. 47 both result in eternal life.  Jesus was using 
physical things to teach spiritual truth. The idea of drinking blood was repulsive to the Jews (Leviticus 17:10-14). 
Jesus’ hearers should have understood that He was speaking metaphorically, but this reference offended many. 

Note: As of this point, Jesus had not yet said anything about the Christian communion service. He was clearly 
speaking about belief metaphorically, not in regard to the communion elements. When the Lord instituted the Last 
Supper and introduced the New Covenant on the night of His betrayal, His body had not yet been broken and His 
blood had not yet been shed. When the disciples partook of the bread and the wine that night, they did not literally 
eat His flesh and drink His blood. 

What was the reaction of many of the disciples (v. 60, 66)? They rejected and abandoned Jesus when He told 
them things that were difficult to accept/understand. They limited their commitment to the ability of their finite 
minds to understand the infinite mind of Jesus.  

What did Christ mean in v. 63? Eternal life is not gained by eating flesh but by the work of the Holy Spirit. Flesh 
cannot give life, only the Spirit can do that. They have taken His words literally and have not realized that they are 
to be understood spiritually. 

Why didn’t the twelve abandon Jesus (v. 68)? They recognized that Jesus was the only one who could offer 
eternal life. To leave Him would seal their doom. How will you handle the difficult-to-understand portions of 
scripture? The ones that are tough to reconcile. Will you become discouraged and abandon your faith? 
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