
John 8:31-59   

Who are the people Jesus is addressing (vv. 31-32)? They appear to be Jewish believers, but as we shall see, 
their faith is revealed for what it is (or what it is not).  But saving faith may come from such beginnings. Therefore, 
Jesus speaks to those who only believe His teachings and tries to lead them deeper. At this point, they know about 
Him but they don’t truly know Him. 

What does the truth set us free from (v. 32)? We are liberated from three terrible masters: sin, self, and Satan. 
The Jews did not know the truth and they were in a terrible form of bondage to all three. When a person comes to 
the Savior and receives eternal life from Him, he is freed from bondage to sin and its consequences.     

What are we set free to do? We are set free to enjoy and serve Jesus and others with pure motives. We are now 
free to do what pleases God, which we could not formerly do (Ephesians 2:10). We are set free to share the good 
news with others (Matthew 28:18-20).  

What was the error of the Jews’ statement (v. 33)? Their memories were selective. The Jews had been slaves to 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and now Rome. During the period of the judges there were at least seven 
occasions when the nation fell under foreign rule. They were thinking in terms of physical slavery whereas Jesus 
was talking about spiritual slavery. They insisted that as Abraham’s descendants they were free men.  They had no 
sense of their bondage to sin and Satan. 

What does it mean to be a slave to sin (v. 34)? Sin in this passage is a Greek verb indicating a habitual, continual 
action……a lifestyle of sin rather than an occasional lapse. Jesus was again talking about bondage to sin. These Jews 
pretended to be very religious but they were dishonest, irreverent and soon to be murderers. 

What was Jesus contrasting (v. 35)? The relative positions in the family of a slave and a son. A slave had no 
assurance of living in the family. He could be put out at any time, but the son belonged. He was a permanent 
member of the family. The Jews were slaves (to sin) and were not sons (of God). 

What did Jesus acknowledge (v. 37)?  That the Jews listening to Him were "Abraham's descendants," but only on 
the physical level . Their desire "to kill" Him—because they rejected His teaching ("My word")—did not evidence 
true spiritual kinship with Abraham. They were not godly men with a desire to know the Savior. 

What did the Jews’ conduct reveal about them (v. 38)? They were not Abraham's true children. By contrast 
Jesus' words proved that He was God's true Son, because His conduct backed His words. Jesus' point was that 
conduct reveals paternity. He was hinting that their "father" was not God, since they wanted to kill Him.  

What further comments did Jesus make about the Jews relationship with Abraham (vv. 39-41a)?  Jesus 
implied again that someone other than Abraham was their spiritual father. The Jews claimed Abraham as their 
spiritual father but Jesus responded by stating that spiritual descendants of Abraham do what Abraham did, i.e. 
believe and obey God. They were physical descendants of Abraham but morally they were children of the devil. 

Who did the Jews claim as their father (vv. 39, 41)? Both Abraham and God. They seem to be confused. 

What was the implication of the Jews when they denied being illegitimate children (v. 41)? In the Jews’ 
mind, Jesus was illegitimate. They didn’t know who the father of Jesus was—doubting that it was Joseph because 
Mary was pregnant before their marriage. They are implying that Jesus was the illegitimate child of Mary and some 
“unknown lover” and that they, by contrast, were the legitimate children of God.  

How did Jesus respond to their claim to be God’s children (v. 42)? If they were God's true children, they 
"would love" Jesus rather than be trying to kill Him. They would acknowledge that God had "sent" Him.  

Jesus tells them that they are unable to hear (v. 43). Why are they unable to hear (v. 47)? “You do not belong 
to God ” (because they are rejecting the Messiah). They are blinded by prejudice, presuppositions, and parentage. 
Those who belong to God, listen and respond to God’s words. These people did not listen or respond because they 
did not belong to God. It’s as simple as that. The difficulty was within them ("you are unable to hear what I say"), not 
in His ability to communicate clearly 



Who did Jesus say was their father (v. 44)? The devil. These people think they have the inside track with God, 
that they are sons of God. Now Jesus tells them otherwise. They showed their relationship with the devil by living 
the way he lived. They pretended to be godly, spiritual men but they were murderers and liars just like the devil. 

Application: How do we engage the people around us who are unable to hear—and are enslaved to sin? 

How did Jesus address His critics who thought He was guilty of committing sin (vv. 46-47)?  Jesus asked if 
any of them could prove Him guilty "of sin" (5:18). This was one of Jesus' clearest claims to being God. Not one of 
His critics could prove Him guilty because He was not guilty. No mere mortal could risk making such a challenge as 
Jesus did here. His hearers did not accept His words because they did not belong to God.  

Why did the Jews accuse Jesus of being a Samaritan (v. 48)? It was their term for “scum of the earth.” Jesus was 
becoming more direct in His accusations against His opponents and they were quick to retaliate with ugly 
accusations. They resorted to abusive language because they could not answer the words of Jesus in any other way. 

Why, for the second time (7:20), was Jesus accused of being demon possessed (v. 48).  ? His words were 
confusing, didn’t make sense, and didn’t make people feel good. He was insane in their minds. 

How did Jesus respond to their accusation (v. 49)?  Jesus' stated goal was to "honor" His Father by faithfully 
carrying out His will. The Jews' goal was to “dishonor" Jesus. They tried to do this by rejecting the testimony that 
the Father sent through Him. These are not the words of a demon possessed man but a God honoring man. 

What was Jesus’ point about seeking glory (v. 50)?  Jesus did not try to justify Himself. He sought the Father's 
"glory," not His own. What others thought of Him on the human level was relatively immaterial. God's approval was 
all that mattered to Him because God, not man, was His "judge (1 Corinthians 4:4). God the Father would seek glory 
for His beloved Son and would judge all of those who failed to give Him this glory. 

What was the message of v. 51? The Lord was saying that those who believe in Him (5:24; 8:24) are delivered 
from eternal death and shall never suffer the pangs of hell. 

Why were the Jews confused over the death issue (vv. 52-53)? Jesus was speaking of eternal death. The Jews 
interpreted Jesus’ statements as referring to physical death. They did not believe the fact that all people are 
spiritually dead because of the Fall. 

How did Jesus identify these listeners (v. 55)? As unbelievers. They refused to believe that He was God.  

What was Jesus’’ link with Abraham (v. 56)? Jesus was saying that He was the One whom Abraham looked 
forward to.  Abraham’s faith rested in the coming of the Messiah. He saw it by faith, from afar. 

How do you explain the confusion of the Jews (v. 57)?  The Jews did not understand Jesus' meaning because 
they disregarded the possibility of His deity. It seemed ludicrous that Abraham could have seen Jesus' day since 
thousands of years separated the two men. Once again they revealed their inability to understand divine truth. 

What did Jesus claim (v. 58)?  If Jesus had only wanted to claim that He existed before Abraham, He could have 
said, "I was." By saying, "I am," He was not only claiming preexistence—but deity/equality with God. 

Why did they pick up stones to kill Him (v. 59)? Because of His “I AM” statement. They knew exactly what He 
meant. Jesus was claiming to be God as boldly and emphatically as it could be done. They did not even appear to 
take the time to pronounce sentence upon Him. They spontaneously took up stones to stone Him on the spot. 
Stoning was the penalty for blasphemy.  

How did Jesus respond? He slipped away from the temple. He "hid Himself" because His time had not yet come. 
He did not protest or retaliate, another indication of His submission to the Father. 
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