
John 9:1-41 

What was the thinking of the disciples when they asked why this man was born blind (v. 2)? The disciples 
had a theological problem. Their question reflected popular Jewish opinion of their day—that sickness was the 
result of sin (Exodus 20:5). This cause and effect relationship led many of the Jews, including Job’s friends, to 
conclude that every bad effect had an identifiable sinful cause. (Ultimately all sickness is the result of Adam’s sin.) 

According to Jesus, why was the man born blind (v. 3)? So that God would be glorified. This blindness was not 
divine punishment for a specific sin committed by this man or by his parents. God had permitted it so He might 
display His work in this man's life. 

What did Jesus mean by day/night (v. 4-5)? Day means the time allotted for Jesus to do God’s will while He was 
on the earth. “We” includes the disciples.  Night is the limit set to do God’s work on earth which was His coming 
death. Light causes some eyes to see, but it blinds other eyes. 

What was the concern of the Pharisees (vv. 6, 14)? He spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva and put 
it on the blind man’s eyes. That meant He was working on the Sabbath. The miracle was perceived more as a crime 
than a wonderful cure. Incredibly they focused on the day of the week and overlooked the miracle. 

The Pharisees distorted the whole concept of the Sabbath with their man-made laws. How did Jesus clear 
up their misconception (Mark 2:27)?  Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” The 
Sabbath was given to us to rest, worship and enjoy. We control what happens on the Sabbath, not the other way 
around. 

What effect did Jesus have on the Pharisees (v. 16)? Jesus polarized the Pharisees. Some believed that Jesus 
could not be a godly man because He had broken the Sabbath. Others reasoned that a sinful man could not perform 
such a wonderful miracle. Men were forced to take sides -- either for Jesus or against Jesus. 

Why did the Pharisees call for the man’s parents (v. 18)? The Pharisees would go to any length to disprove 
Jesus. They were grasping at straws. Only his parents could affirm that he had been truly blind from birth. If he had 
not been born blind, the Pharisees could dispute Jesus’ miracle. 

What do you make of the parents’ comments (vv. 20-23)? The man’s parents were certainly aware of the 
Pharisees’ authority and seemed to be very intimidated at the thought of being put out of the synagogue for 
affirming that Jesus was the Messiah. For a Jew to be put out of the synagogue meant being ostracized by everyone 
– not a small matter. But the testimony of his parents is tragic. Not only did they refuse to give glory to God and to 
bear witness to the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ, they lied about how much they knew. If that wasn’t bad 
enough, these parents didn’t stand up for their son. Their lack of courage and their dishonesty is glaring. 

How would you characterize the blind man’s testimony (vv. 11, 15, and 25)? Simple and consistent, “I was 
blind but now I see.” The former beggar’s personal testimony settled the debate. No one could argue with Him. 

Application: Isn’t that our testimony as well -- “I was blind but now I see?” Everyone is spiritually blind until 
we encounter Jesus and He opens our eyes to the truth. The irony is that we don’t even realize we are blind until 
after we are saved. We think we are really “living it up,” enjoying life to its fullest. We think we are free. But we are 
really enslaved, in bondage to sin and we don’t even know it. After encountering Jesus, we realize we are truly free.  

Application: No one can disprove your testimony. No one can take it from you. Your testimony is unique, 
important, and effective. Regardless of your level of understanding of the Bible, when it comes to witnessing, you 
can always testify to the change that Jesus Christ has brought about in your life. Our testimony is perhaps our most 
powerful tool for sharing the gospel. 

What was the Pharisees (who considered themselves enlightened) next tactic (v. 24)?  They now tried to 
badger the formerly blind man into denying that he had been born blind while at the same time trying to discredit 
Jesus. Having failed to prove Jesus a sinner, they now hoped the healed man would cave in to pressure from the 
authorities and testify that Jesus was "a sinner." Not only that, they suggested that the man would be glorifying God 
by speaking the truth, if he agreed with their verdict. The Pharisees assumed that glorifying God and glorifying 
Jesus were mutually exclusive, when actually to glorify the Son is to glorify the Father. 



After much back and forth badgering (vv. 24-26), how did the man respond to the Jews’ question (v. 27)? He 
refused to review the obvious facts again. He now knew that the Pharisees did not want the truth, but information 
they could use against Jesus. He sarcastically suggested that perhaps the reason they wanted "to hear" about 
Jesus—one more time—was because they wanted to follow Him as "His disciples." This response indicates that the 
man felt no intimidation from his accusers. He knew that he stood on solid ground with his testimony. 

What was the point the Jews were making about Moses (vv. 28-29)? They claimed to be disciples of Moses 
while Jesus was an unknown to them.  But Jesus claimed Moses wrote about Him (Deuteronomy 18:15). Therefore 
they should have known about Him. If they believed the writings of Moses they would have accepted Jesus as Lord 
and Savior. They were either ignorant of or chose to ignore the link between Moses and Jesus. 
 
As the confrontation escalated, how would you characterize the man’s comments (vv. 30-33)? His eyes were 
opened to more than just visible seeing. He could now see the hypocrisy of the Pharisees as well. The healed man 
was getting very weary of this questioning. He was simply going over the same facts time and time again. His 
response did not resemble that of his parents in any way. He was not intimidated by these Pharisees; he was 
irritated by them. He accused them of not listening to what he was saying.  

It seemed remarkable to him that the Pharisees could not see that Jesus had come from God. Their unbelief in view 
of the evidence was incredible to him. The proof that Jesus had come from God was His ability to perform such a 
powerful miracle as giving sight to the blind. 

How did the Jews respond to the comments from the man born blind (v. 34)? With condescension and insult. 
Scorn often serves as a final resort when evidence fails, and it served the Pharisees this way here.  

What did the Pharisees mean by “steeped in sin at birth” (v. 34)? In their eyes the fact that he was born blind 
was a direct result of sin. We should pity the ignorance of the Pharisees. 

What was Jesus’ intention in finding the man and speaking to him (vv. 35-41)? Jesus had healed the blind 
man’s physical blindness, now He now must address his spiritual blindness. This was a call to commitment. 

The man still had much to learn about the full identity of Jesus and its implications, as all new believers do. 
Starting from a place of unbelief, what are the stages of illumination the blind man went through in the 
process/progression of realizing who Jesus is and placing his faith in Him? 

• He is a man called Jesus (John 9:11) 
• He is a prophet (John 9:17) 
• He is a man from God (John 9:33) 
• He is Lord (John 9:38)  

The process of bringing someone to Christ usually involves multiple stages of illumination. 

How do you reconcile v. 39 with John 3:17? Did Jesus come to save or judge/condemn? Judging was the result 
of His coming, not the reason for it. It is not the purpose of the sun’s shining to cast shadows but when the sun 
shines, shadows are inevitable. His coming inevitably involved exposing the spiritual blindness in people so they 
might recognize their blindness, turn to Jesus in faith, and see. His coming also involved confirming the spiritual 
blindness of those who professed to see spiritually, but really did not because of their unbelief (vv. 16, 22, 24, 29, 
34).Judgment is the other side of salvation.   

What did Jesus mean (v. 41)? If you would admit to your spiritual blindness you could be forgiven and set free.  
But because you insist you can see (self-deceived), you remain in your sin.  There is a great difference between one 
who is blind and knows it and one who thinks he is wise and simply shuts his eyes. The light is still there but if you 
refuse to see it and deliberately reject it, how can you be enlightened?  You remain in the dark and under God’s 
condemning wrath. 

Application: Who are the (spiritually) blind people in your path today? Pray for divine appointments! 
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