
Revelation 14 

What did John see next (v. 1)? The Lamb Who was the Lamb? Jesus Christ Where was He standing? On Mount 
Zion. This verse fast-forwards to the triumph of the Lamb and the 144,000. In Revelation 7:1-8, the 144,000 were 
seen at the beginning of the Great Tribulation. Here, in Revelation 14, it shows them in triumph at the end of the 
Great Tribulation standing firm and victoriously with Jesus on Mount Zion. 

Why were they standing on Mount Zion? They gathered on Mount Zion because Zion – the ancient name for the 
hills that make up Jerusalem – is the place where the Messiah will gather His redeemed at the end of the Great 
Tribulation, when Jesus Christ will return and begin His thousand-year reign over the earth (Isaiah 24:23, Joel 2:32, 
Micah 4:1-2; 7).  John was looking at the future.  

Who stood with the Lamb (v. 1)? The 144,000 What was written on them? They had His name and His Father's 
name written on their foreheads. What did this mean? It showed that they belong to the Father. Just as the 
followers of Satan and the beast had their identifying mark on the hand or forehead (Revelation 13:16-17). 

What did a voice from heaven sound like (v. 2)? Like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. 
This is the voice of God (1:15; 4:5). Or perhaps the voice of many angels (5:8, 11; 7:11; 19:6) in view of how John 
described it here and in the next verse (pl. "they sang").1  

What was unique about the song that was sung (v. 3)? It was a new song that only the 144 thousand could 
learn. Perhaps there was a special significance to the lyrics that would have unique meaning to these faithful men. 
God had “purchased” them from the earth for their special ministry in the Great Tribulation (14:4), not just for 
salvation. Principle: Special faithfulness in the present world leads to special reward in the future kingdom. 

How were the 144 thousand described (vv. 4-5)?  

1. Those who did not defile themselves with women for they kept themselves pure. They were celibate/virgins.  

2. They will receive special commendation because they will "follow the Lamb" faithfully (wherever He goes) during 
their lives. This was especially difficult due to the time in which they lived, the Great Tribulation. What are some 
of the challenges we face in faithfully following the lamb in our times? 

3. They were purchased from among men and offered as first fruits (a special gift or choice offering) to God and the 
Lamb.  Because the 144,000 were the beginnings of a greater harvest they are first fruits. Revelation 7:9 describes 
an innumerable company saved out of the Great Tribulation, and these 144,000, described as first fruits, will 
perhaps be used to preach the gospel to those who will be saved in this period.  

4.  No lie was found in their mouths. The witnesses spoke the truth even though deception abounded. They were 
also "blameless," i.e. perfectly acceptable to God as first fruit sacrifices.  Can the same be said of us – “no lie was 
found in our mouth?” 

What was the message of another angel and to whom was it preached (v. 6)? He had an "eternal gospel" to 
preach to those who live on the earth…..the worldwide population of unbelievers…..from every nation, tribe, 
language and people. 

What was the rest of his message (v. 7)?  He also announced judgment (the hour of His judgment has come). This 
is the very last chance that these unbelievers will have to change their allegiance from Satan to God before the final 
judgments of the great tribulation begin.   

What did he tell people to do (v. 7)? Fear God and give him glory. One expression of the fear of God is to believe 
His promises. The most important promise being that He gives eternal life to those who believe (John 6:47).  

The only way to glorify God is to accept the principle of grace. Grace means that God does the work. If God does the 
work, then He gets the glory. If we do the work then we get the glory. God made every provision we need to 
execute the Christian way of life in Christ. If we accept and believe that, we glorify God. Finally, God commands all 
men to “worship Him.” Which they could do either willingly in this life, or be compelled to give glory to Him later. It 
is certain that one day all will give glory to God (Philippians 2:9-11).2   
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What was the message of the 2nd angel (v. 8)?  Babylon the Great would fall. The system (of which the Antichrist 
is the head) is doomed. If Babylon is fallen, then so is the Beast! The system that has overcome the world and the 
saints is indeed, short-lived. Why did she fall?  She led all nations into fornication (her adulteries). The main idea 
was spiritual fornication – the worship of other gods. However, it is never a surprise to see spiritual fornication 
accompanied by literal immorality. 

What is meant by Babylon? Prophetically, “Babylon” sometimes refers to a literal city, sometimes to a religious 
system, and sometimes to a political system. It represents a picture of mankind in organized rebellion against God. 
Like "Hollywood," the name represents the world system while also being the name of a particular city.3  

What was the message of the 3rd angel (v. 9)? Coming judgment.  What form will that judgment take (vv. 10-
11)?  There will be no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image or for anyone who receives 
the mark of his name. Here, the fact of eternal torment is plainly stated; forever and ever means “forever and ever.” 
If the only consequences for sin are in this life, or if the only penalty for sin is temporary, then clever sinners have 
won out over God. 

Those who worship the Antichrist will be forced to drink the undiluted, full strength wine of the wrath of God.  
The idea that God holds a cup of wrath, which He makes those under judgment drink is expressed more than 
thirteen times in the Bible (Psalm 75:8 and Jeremiah 25:15 are examples). This is the idea behind the cup that Jesus 
wanted to avoid if it were possible (Matthew 26:39). Jesus willingly took the cup of the Father’s wrath that we 
deserved; here, the enemies of Jesus have no choice – the cup is forced upon them. 
 
In contrast to the wicked, what is said regarding the destiny of those who die “in the Lord” (v. 12-13)? The 
patient endurance and work of these saints is remembered in heaven. Our work for Jesus and His Kingdom goes 
with us into heaven, giving dignity and significance to all work here below. Our works (good or bad) are like tin 
cans tied to a dog's tail; we cannot get away from them. They will follow us to the judgment seat of Christ.4 In the 
Bible, judgment is always on the basis of works…..while salvation is always on the basis of grace through faith 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 

What courage and comfort this passage would have given the embattled, persecuted saints. God is encouraging His 
people to be steadfast in times of trial, focused on what blessed rest and reward await them in eternity. 

What did he see next (v. 14)? A white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of 
gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Who was this? Jesus Christ. "Son of Man" is his messianic title 
frequently found in Scripture and often used by Jesus to describe Himself. What was He told to do with His sickle 
(v. 15)? Take your sickle and reap, i.e. the time for judgment has arrived. 

Who appeared next (v. 17)? Another angel came out of the temple in heaven with a sharp sickle. Then yet 
another angel appeared. How was he described?  He had charge of the fire.  What did he tell the angel with the 
sharp sickle to do (v. 18)? Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes (unbelievers) from the earth's 
vine, because its grapes are ripe. The Greek word for ripe has a negative sense, “to become dry or withered.” The 
idea is of something that is over-ripe. This means that God will judge the earth when it is over-ripe for judgment. He 
doesn’t rush into judgment. 

What happened to these “grapes” (v. 19)? They were thrown into the great winepress of God's wrath. They 
encountered God’s fury. The treading of grapes was a familiar figure for the execution of divine wrath upon the 
enemies of God.5  What was the result of their punishment (v. 20)? Blood flowed out of the winepress, rising as 
high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 180 miles. A picture of tremendous carnage in the battle of Armageddon 
described in Revelation 16:16 and 19:11-19. This vivid, powerful description shows how complete the judgment of 
God is. 
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