
Revelation 15 

What did John see in the next sign (v. 1)? Seven angels who control the seven last plagues. These plagues refer to 
the final series of judgments that will come on the Antichrist, his system, and his worshippers (16:1-21). The sign is 
called “great” because of the awesome power of the judgments. It is called “marvelous” because it represents the 
final vindication of God’s people and His divine judgment against everything evil and wicked. These “seven 
plagues” complete or finish God’s wrath (15:1-19:5). 

What is the significance of the number 7? It implies perfection or completeness. In these last plagues, the wrath 
of God is complete.  

The ancient Greek word for wrath is thymos which is a volatile, passionate anger. This is a place where God’s anger 
flashes hot. Here, the hot wrath of God will fulfill an eternal purpose. God isn’t just blowing off steam. 

During the tribulation period, the judgments (the seals, trumpets, and bowls) are progressive, each worse than the 
last. However, these last seven judgments, the bowl judgments, are in a category of their very own. They represent 
God’s final response to the world’s unrepentant wickedness. 

What did John see next (v. 2)?  A sea of glass mixed with fire. The “sea of glass” was first revealed in 4:6 and 
functioned as a mirror, reflecting God’s glory and majesty. The sea is also symbolic of God’s purity, holiness, and 
separation from His creation ( Exodus 24:10; Ezekiel 1:22). The sea is “mixed with fire,” which suggests the 
judgment that is about to come.  

Who stood beside/on the sea of glass? Those who had been victorious over the beast (the beast refers to the 
Antichrist and his political system) and his image and over the number of his name; three specific entities that 
combine to heighten appreciation for their victory.1  

The people standing on this sea are not identified. It is likely that they are the tribulation martyrs, described 
in Revelation 7:9-17. They are not those who survive the tribulation. As much as we can discern any sort of 
chronology from Revelation (which is difficult), we are still very much in the tribulation here – the bowl judgments 
still wait. Therefore, even though the Antichrist kills them, they have victory over the beast – they are not losers. 
The early church consistently described the day of martyrdom as “a day of victory.” 
 
Paradoxical as it may seem, “Christian” victory is often achieved by apparent defeat. We overcome by losing. Those 
who overcome the Beast are not those who worship him, so as to live, but those who worship God, so as to die. 
Death is the way to life and to victory. Christ overcame the world by dying to it and so do we. In God’s kingdom it is 
those who would save their lives who lose them, and those who would lose their lives who save them (Matthew 
10:38-39). 

What did they hold (v. 2)?  Harps given by God.  These tribulation martyrs are given the blessing of worshipping 
God with music in heaven. "Harps" denote dedication to the service of God (1 Chronicles 16:42; Revelation 5:8; 
14:2).2 They contribute greatly to the heavenly harmony of the chorus that the redeemed offer to God.  

What did they sing (vv. 3-4)? The Song of Moses and/or the Song of the Lamb.  There is disagreement among 
commentators whether this is one song or two or even a third song.  However the important thing is not the title 
but the content. How would you describe the content? It is a praise/worship song describing attributes which 
are fundamental to the person of God. Both the Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb, are the response of 
grateful hearts celebrating God’s merciful deliverance. For Moses, deliverance took the form of celebrating God’s 
victory over Egypt at the Red Sea and ultimately deliverance from 400 years of slavery. For the Lamb, the song 
celebrates the fuller deliverance of God’s New Testament people from the power of Satan’s reign (Colossians 1:13). 

What did the song say? What important attributes about God are affirmed?    

 God’s works are great and marvelous  
 God’s ways are just and true 
 God is a God to be feared 
 God is worthy of glory 
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 God alone is holy 
 God is deserving of worship by all nations 
 God’s acts are righteous 

 
What is your “song”? What is the preoccupation of your life; the theme of your worship?  

What did John see then (v. 5)? The heavenly temple. Exodus 25:8-9 and Hebrews 8:9 remind us that the 
tabernacle God told Moses to build was based on a heavenly pattern. The tabernacle of the Testimony here refers 
to the heavenly reality of the temple, not the earthly copy. 

What is the significance of the temple in heaven being open? This gave the seven angels who carried the bowl 
judgments egress from God's presence. He is the one who sends them.3 Judgment will now proceed. 

What came out of the temple (v. 6)? The seven angels with the seven plagues.  

What was the significance/message of where they came from? They came directly from the heavenly temple, 
from the presence and throne of God. They did not act on their own authority, but God’s. 

How would you describe their clothing. They were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes 
around their chests.  

The angels' "clean linen" garments represent holiness and righteousness (19:8, 14), and their "golden sashes" 
identify them as being on a punitive mission (1:18). Their clothing befits their purpose, which is to purify the 
earth.4  

What was given to the angels (v. 7)? Seven golden bowls.  

What do the golden bowls contain? The wrath of God…..the judgment of God.  

It is interesting that God also described the "prayers of the saints" as being held in "golden bowls," in 5:8. Those 
prayers will now be linked with the outpouring of these judgments, in a cause and-effect relationship.5  

What filled the temple (v. 8)? Smoke from the glory of God and from his power. 
  
Where did similar events occur? When God inhabited the Tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tabernacle 
when the smoke of the cloud of God’s glory, sometimes called the Shekinah, filled the tent (Exodus 40:34-35). 
 
What is the significance of smoke filling the temple? This declares that judgment was now irreversible. Nothing 
could hinder it any longer, because access to this temple in heaven would be denied; No one could enter God's 
presence until He had finished judging the rebellious unbelievers.6  
 
 
                                                                    
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Revelation, 2017 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 166  
2 Ibid. p. 166 
3 Ibid. p. 168  
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
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