
Revelation 16 

Who was the loud voice (v. 1)? Since no one could enter the temple (Revelation 15:8), this loud voice from the 
temple must be God Himself, who will personally initiate the horrific judgment of the bowls. 

What were the seven angels told to do? Go, pour out the seven bowls of God's wrath on the earth. The first four 
bowl plagues were to be poured out on the natural realm (16:1-9). The remaining three bowls were poured out on 
the Beast’s throne (16:10-21). 

What happened when the first bowl was poured out (v. 2)? Ugly and painful sores broke out on almost the 
entire population of the world. Upon whom did these plagues come? Those who had the mark of the beast and 
worshipped his image (13:16). 

Upon what was the second bowl poured (v. 3)? The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea. What 
happened? …..it turned into blood like that of a dead man, and every living thing in the sea died. 

What happened when the third bowl was poured out (v. 4)?“The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers 
and springs of water, and they became blood.  

There will be no fresh water to drink on the earth. We think of the value of oil in the earth. Nations fight over it; 
wars are waged because of it. During this period of judgment, fresh water to drink will be more valuable than oil! 
After all, people cannot exist long without any water to drink.  

What did this angel then say to God (vv. 5-6)?  He defended the justice of God’s judgments.  Men are only 
receiving the just recompense of their own sinful deeds.  They had shed the blood of the saints and prophets in 
abundance; now they are rewarded with blood to drink instead of water.1  

God’s judgments are true and just. There is no “vigilante justice” with God. The angel affirmed that those guilty of 
slaying the saints and prophets deserve what they get. They took lives contrary to God's will, and now God is taking 
their lives in exchange.2  

What happens in v. 7?  The Tribulation martyrs offer their "amen" from under the altar (6:9; 15:3- 4).3  

The fourth bowl was poured out on what (v. 8)? The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun. What 
happened as a result? The sun was given power to scorch people with fire.  

How did people react (v. 9)? They cursed the name of God and refused to repent and glorify him. What does this 
tell you about them? The failure of men to respond with repentance shows that impending judgment will not 
change man’s sinful condition. The suffering does not soften their hearts.  They only become more settled in their 
hatred of God.4 Those who are not won by grace will never be won. Not only do the bowl judgments resemble the 
plagues of Egypt but the refusal of the people to repent is mindful of Pharaoh’s hard hearted response. Deserved 
judgment hardens the callous heart even more, as it did Pharaoh's.5  
 
When the pain gets great enough, people do one of two things: repent or blaspheme. Sadly, most will blaspheme 
and curse God. This reveals that the human heart is incurably wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). No amount of punishment 
will purify it and change it (Ephesians 2:1). God must actively draw rebellious men to Himself (John 6:44). 

On what was the fifth bowl poured (v. 10)? The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast. What 
is the throne of the beast? Satan’s throne (2:13). What happened as a result? His kingdom was plunged into 
darkness.  How did the people react? They cursed the name of God and refused to repent.  

Where was the sixth bowl poured (v. 12)? The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates. 
What happened as a result? Its water was dried up which removed a secure barrier against invasion and 
permitted the armies from the east to march toward the land of Israel. 

What did John see next (v. 13)? Three evil spirits that looked like frogs.  From where did the three evil spirits 
come? They came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. What are they capable of doing (v. 14)? Performing miraculous signs. 
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What do these spirits do (v. 14)? They go out to the kings of the whole world. For what purpose? To deceive 
them into gathering for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. What kings would this refer to? All the kings 
of the known world. 

How would Jesus come (v. 15)? His second coming will be like a thief in that it will be sudden, and His enemies 
will not expect it (Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39; 1 Thessalonians 5:2).  

What should people do to be prepared? Stay awake and keep their clothes with them. Jesus Christ urged these 
faithful believers, the Tribulation saints, to be watchful ("Blessed is he who stays awake") and pure ("keeps his 
clothes with him").6  

Where did the kings of earth gather (v. 16)? Armageddon. It is reported that Napoleon called this place the 
cockpit of the world, that is, the ideal battlefield.7  The Antichrist will lead the world system into battle against a 
returning Jesus at this place (Revelation 17:12-16, 17:14, 19:19).      

Where did the seventh angel pour his bowl (v. 17)? The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. And 
what followed? Out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne of God, saying, "It is done! What does that 
mean? This announcement, coming from the throne itself tells us that there will be no more delay. In His mercy, 
God has stretched out this scene as much has He possibly could. There will be no more judgments upon the earth 
after this – it is done! 

What were the results of the seventh bowl (vv. 18-19)? Flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a 
mega-earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the 
quake.  The great city split into three parts, and virtually all the cities of the world collapsed. 

Probably Jerusalem is in view as the great city. Jerusalem contrasts with "the cities of the nations," and the phrase 
"the great" was used earlier to specifically identify it (11:8).8  

What happened to Babylon (v. 19)? God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the 
wine of the fury of his wrath.  Babylon got special attention as the object of God’s wrath! 

What were the effects of the natural disaster? Islands disappeared and mountains were obliterated. The 
accompanying storm dropped "huge hailstones" on the earth, crushing people. These hailstones were about 100 
pounds each! Hail was often an instrument of divine judgment in biblical history.  

How did the people react (v. 21)? They cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so 
terrible. In spite of all these judgments, the hearts of the hostile unbelievers will remain hard, as Pharaoh's did 
during the plague of hail in Egypt (Exodus 9:24). They will know that God sent this calamity, but rather than 
repenting, they will shake their fists in God's face ("they cursed God").9  

After almost a century of insipid preaching from America's pulpits, the average man believes that God is all 
sweetness and light and would not discipline or punish anyone. The book of Revelation tells a different story!10  
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