
Revelation 19   

This chapter has two parts: the rejoicing triggered by Babylon's fall (vv. 1-10), and the events surrounding the 
Lamb's return to the earth (vv. 11-21).1  

What sound did John hear (v. 1)? The roar of a great multitude in heaven including the twenty-four elders and 
the four living creatures (v. 4). They all joined in celebrating the fall of the Antichrist and the world system that 
supported him. This great multitude undoubtedly includes those martyred saints who fell at the hand of Antichrist 
during the Great Tribulation. They cried out for God’s righteous judgment in Revelation 6:10. Here, finally, their 
prayer is answered. 

What were they shouting? Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God. One writer called this 
section "Heaven's Hallelujah Chorus.”2 “Hallelujah” is Hebrew for “Praise the Lord.” This word occurs four times in 
Revelation 19, but nowhere else in the New Testament. God’s people rejoice without restraint at His victory over 
Babylon. 

What had God done to deserve such praise (v. 2)?  He condemned the great prostitute Babylon who corrupted 
the earth by her adulteries.  We see God’s work of righteous judgment over the deserving evil of Babylon who had 
shed the blood of countless of His servants. Should we rejoice in the downfall of the wicked?  

What sound did John hear then (v. 5)? An angel calling all His servants to praise God. What was the response of 
His servants (v. 6)? This is obviously loud, enthusiastic praise. While there is something precious and 
irreplaceable about quiet times alone with God, there is also something absolutely thrilling about a large number of 
Christians worshipping God with sincere enthusiasm. 

What event was cause for joy (v. 7)? The time has finally come for the wedding of the Lamb, for the Lamb of God 
to be joined unto His people, in a union so close it can only be compared to the marriage of a man and a woman. 
Jesus Christ, the Lamb, frequently referred to Himself as a bridegroom. For the Jews, the wedding figure stressed 
the intimate relationship that will exist between God and His people in the earthly messianic kingdom.3  

And His bride has made herself ready (v. 7). Who is the bride? The church – all believers -- us! In the Old 
Testament, Israel is presented as God’s wife, who is often unfaithful (Hosea 2:19-20; Isaiah 54:5). In the New 
Testament, the church is presented as the fiancé of Jesus, waiting for this day of marriage (2 Corinthians 11:2). 

Since we are the bride, what are we to do to make ourselves ready for this wedding? There is much for us to 
do, but it is ultimately a work the bridegroom does in us (Ephesians 5:25-27). 

How is the bride dressed (v. 8)? In bright and clean fine linen. What is the significance of fine linen? Fine linen 
stands for the righteous acts of the saints. These righteous acts are what fill the “hope chest” of the bride of Jesus. 

Who will be invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb (v. 9)? All believers of all ages.  In Jewish culture, 
the marriage supper was the best banquet or party anyone knew; it always was an occasion of tremendous joy. 
According to Rabbinical teaching, obedience to the commandments was suspended during a wedding celebration if 
obeying a commandment might lessen the joy of the occasion. 

On that day, everyone will see the church for what she really is: the precious bride of Jesus. “The Bride of Christ is a 
sort of Cinderella now, sitting among the ashes. She is like her Lord, ‘despised and rejected of men’; the watchmen 
smite her, and take away her veil from her; for they know her not, even as they knew not her Lord. But when he 
shall appear, then shall she appear also, and in his glorious manifestation she also shall shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of the Father.” (Spurgeon) 

What did John see next (v. 11)?  He saw heaven standing open and there before him was a white horse.  

What was the name of the Rider?  Faithful and True. What was His mission? To justly judge and make war. 

What message does the name Faithful and True send? This title shows Jesus is the keeper of promises, 
including His promises of judgment. This dramatic display of judgment comes only at the end of a long time of 
grace, patience, and mercy. This is no “rush to judgment.” 
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There is a sense in which everything before this in the Book of Revelation is an introduction to this revelation 
(unveiling) of Jesus Christ. Now He returns to earth in power and glory. This represents the Second Coming. 

How are His eyes and head described (v. 12)? His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.  
The last time this earth saw Jesus He wore a crown of thorns, but not in Revelation 19. Now, He wears many 
crowns -- the ultimate sign of royal authority and power.  

As He goes into battle with the heavenly army, what comes from His mouth (v. 15)? A sharp sword  What 
will He do with it? Strike down the nations. The idea isn’t that Jesus holds a sword in his mouth like a buccaneer, 
or that He is “spitting swords.” This is a dramatic way of referring to the power of His Word. Christ conquers by the 
power of His Word. Five times in the Book of Revelation, John emphasizes that Jesus’ sword comes out of His 
mouth. 

What is written on the One who rode the white horse (v. 16)? On his robe and on his thigh he has this name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  The significance of this name is self-explanatory! He has been given 
the name that is above all names (Philippians 2:9). How does this identify Him? This is a Jesus we can’t control. 
Here we see Jesus as someone who demands not only our attention, but also our submission.   

Who is given an invitation to the Great Supper of God (v. 17)? All the birds flying in midair.  What are they 
going to eat? The flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, 
free and slave, small and great. This is the great slaughter of Armageddon, men of all stations are judged. What a 
grim contrast with the Wedding Supper of the Lamb! 

How does John describe the opposing forces (v. 19)? The "beast" at this time will have "10 horns," or allies -- 
the kings of the earth and their armies (17:12-14; Psalm 2:2). Their armies will represent the worldwide 
population of hostile unbelievers. These armies will unite to oppose Christ (16:13-16). The battle will be all about 
world leadership. When Jesus Christ returns, the beast's 10 allies, that have been fighting each other, will unite 
against Christ (16:14). Making war against Him, which has been man’s constant endeavor since the fall, is a 
testimony to the incurable insanity of sin.

How would you describe the Battle of Armageddon (vv. 19-21)? John wrote no description about a battle. This 
is an entirely one-sided affair, surprisingly brief, more of a simple act of judgment than a prolonged battle or war. 
The heavenly army (v. 14), unlike their leader, has no swords or spears. They take no part in the action. They wear 
no armor because, being immortal, they are immune to injury. They are noncombatant supporters of the Messiah 
as He wages the war single-handedly.4 The battle of Armageddon is the laughter of God against the climax of man’s 
arrogance. 

“All of these passages point to the sad conclusion that in the Day of Judgment it is too late for men to expect the 
mercy of God. There is nothing more inflexible than divine judgment where grace has been spurned. The scene of 
awful judgment which comes from this background is in flat contradiction of the modern point of view that God is 
dominated entirely by His attribute of love.” (Walvoord) 

What was the outcome of the battle (v. 20)? The beast was captured, and with him the false prophet. What 
happened to them?  The beast and the false prophet receive special treatment. They are cast alive into the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur (essentially Hell). 

What happened to the rest of the defeated army (v. 21)? How they will die is not clear, but their death proceeds 
from the mouth of Jesus Christ. Probably "the sword" proceeding from "His mouth" represents a word of judgment 
that He utters.5  
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