
Revelation 2 

How did Jesus describe Himself to the church in Ephesus (v. 1)? The One who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. The image is one of authority and presence. Jesus had these 
churches, and He held them securely. They belonged to Jesus, not to the leaders of the churches nor to the people. 

What did Jesus know about this church (v. 2-3)? Jesus knew what this church did right. This was a solid church 
that showed a godly perseverance, worked hard, had great outreach, and protected the integrity of the gospel.  

What did Jesus have against the church (v. 4)? They had abandoned—not lost—their first love. What does that 
mean? They once had a love of Jesus that they didn’t have anymore. The true motive for worship and service was 
missing. The Ephesian church was strong on resisting false doctrine and immorality but weak on love. 

What must they do (v. 5)? Remember where they used to be in their love for the Lord. Repent, i.e. change their 
attitude and behavior, and Return back to the very things they did when they first fell in love with Jesus. What 
would be the consequences of noncompliance (v. 5)? He would remove their lampstand, i.e. their light and His 
presence. The church and its testimony would die out. The Lord would remove the church’s ability to bear witness 
for Him. 

Who was the Ephesian church commended for opposing (v. 6)? The Nicolatians. What do we know about the 
Nicolatians? They led lives of unrestrained indulgence and idolatry. Spiritual liberty gave them freedom to 
practice idolatry and immorality, or so they thought. 

What does the concept of overcoming mean (v. 7)? An overcomer in the New Testament is one who believes 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (1 John 5:5), in other words a true believer. His faith enables him to overcome 
the world with all its temptations and allurements.1  

What reward did Jesus promise overcomers (v. 7)? The right to eat from the tree of life. What does that mean? 
Eternal life. This does not imply that that they are saved by overcoming but that overcoming proves the reality of 
their conversion experience. The only way people are saved is by grace through faith in Christ.2 (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

How did Jesus describe Himself to Smyrna (v. 8)? …the first and the last, who died and came to life again. What 
was his point? He was reminding the Christians in Smyrna that they serve the risen Lord, victorious over death. 
Death could not hold Jesus, and it cannot hold His people. 

What did Jesus know about the church (v. 9)? He knew their afflictions/tribulations and their poverty. But He 
reminded them that they were rich. As Mother Teresa used to say, “There are different kinds of poverty,” meaning 
that poverty of heart or spirit is far worse than poverty of the pocket book. What did Jesus mean when He said 
they were both poor and rich? They had both material poverty and spiritual riches.  

What was the suffering they would face (v. 10)? Imprisonment. From whom did this come? Religious people 
(a synagogue of Satan) who claimed to be Jews but were particularly antagonistic toward Christians…..a classic 
case of spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:12).  

What is the significance of the 10 days? God limited their imprisonment to 10 days. What was Jesus’ 
perspective on their imprisonment (v. 10)? He allowed this attack so that they might be tested, in the sense of 
being proven. In all ages, the blood of the martyrs has been the seed for the church. 

What reward was offered to overcomers (vv. 10-11)? The crown of life i.e. eternal life. A victor’s crown, a 
special reward for persevering under persecution. They would not experience the second death. What is the 
second death? The second death is hell, the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14; 21:8). The second death is eternal 
separation from God. It follows the first death, which is separation of the soul from the body.3  

What criticism did Jesus have of the Smyrna church? Jesus didn’t have a single word of rebuke or correction for 
the Christians in Smyrna. All He had was the promise of a crown – and the encouragement to be faithful until death. 

How did Jesus describe Himself to the church at Pergamum (v. 12)? As One who “has the sharp, double-edged 
sword.” This is the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12) with which He will judge evildoers (v. 16).  
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What did John commend the church for (v. 13)? They held fast to their faith in Jesus; they did not deny their 
faith even after Antipas was martyred. Antipas was the first martyr in Asia and was memorialized as God’s faithful 
witness, yet we know virtually nothing about him. Who else was referred to as a Faithful Witness (1:5)? 

Why did Jesus refer to Pergamum as the place where Satan has his throne (v. 13)? This church lived in 
“Satan’s hometown.” Pergamum was the official center of emperor worship in Asia. Is there a similar city today?  

What external problems did the church there face (vv. 14-15)? Some in the church held to the doctrine of 
Balaam which encouraged sexual immorality and idolatry. Balaam was a prototype of all corrupt teachers. 
Additionally, some among the Christians of Pergamum held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. And both of these 
were apparently allowed to continue in fellowship and were not expelled from the church. The bottom line was 
they were tolerating compromise in some of their members. Compromise is the cancer of the church 

What did Jesus tell them to do (v. 16)? Repent. Biblical repentance involves changing one’s mind in a way that 
affects some change in the person. It speaks of turning away from, a change of direction.  The Greek word 
translated repentance (metanoia) literally means a change of outlook, to reconsider.  Think of repentance as -- 
taking sides with God against yourself. What would be the consequences if they failed to repent? Christ would 
come in judgment. He will severely judge those who are personally involved in tolerating compromise. 

What blessings were promised to overcomers (v. 17)? Some of the hidden manna. Perhaps a sweet, secret 
communion with the true bread from heaven (John 6:41), the Bread of Life (John 6:48-51). No one knows the site 
of God’s hidden supply, but it’s only for the overcomers. It is an invitation to throne room intimacy. Secondly, a 
white stone with a new name written on it. A white stone could be a ticket to a banquet (perhaps the Messianic 
banquet) a sign of friendship, evidence of having been counted, or as a sign of acquittal in a court of law. This is 
probably the believer’s new name, and the name itself may be more important than the stone.  

How did Jesus identify Himself to the church in Thyatira (v. 18)? ….. the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing 
fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. The eyes of piercing vision and the feet of threatened judgment. 

What did Jesus know about them (v. 19)? I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, 
and that you are now doing more than you did at first. They were a commendable church in many ways and they 
had become even more zealous in recent times.  

What problem did Thyatira have (v. 20)? The self-proclaimed, counterfeit prophetess Jezebel was leading God’s 
people into sexual immorality and eating food sacrificed to idols. The Thyatira church was strong on love but weak 
on resisting false doctrine and immorality. 

What had God done about Jezebel (v. 21)? He had given her time to repent but she had refused. What did he 
intend to do? Bring suffering to her and her partners, strike her children dead. Which aspects of God’s nature 
are in view here? God’s grace, patience, and justice. 

What can we learn about God’s judgment on our lives (v. 23)? It will be based on our deeds/works. Judgment 
as portrayed in the Bible is always based on deeds/works (Romans 6:2, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Revelation 20:12) but 
salvation is always based on grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

What message did Jesus give those who had not accepted these false doctrines (v. 24)? I will not impose any 
other burden on you, i.e. no additional mandates/directives. These from the Thyatira church represented a faithful 
remnant. What were they to do (v. 25)? Hold on to the truth until Christ’s coming. 

What did Jesus promise to overcomers (vv. 26-28) ? Authority over the nations. The reward of reigning with 
Christ in His earthly millennial kingdom. He also promised to give them the morning star, i.e. Jesus Christ Himself 
(22:16). The overcomer will experience great intimacy with His Lord. The morning star (usually the planet Venus) 
appears in the night sky, just before the dawning of a new day. 
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