
Revelation 20 

What did John see next (v. 1)? An angel coming down out of heaven. Before the Millennium begins, Satan must be 
restrained. The angel that will subdue Satan is anonymous. The final importance of Satan is perhaps indicated in 
the fact that it is not the Father who deals with him, nor the Christ, nor Michael, Gabriel or another high ranking 
angel, but only an unnamed angel. 

What did the angel have? The key to the Abyss and a great chain. What kind of chain can hold the devil? We 
don’t know, but God can fashion a chain for that exact purpose. We know that right now there are demonic spirits 
who are imprisoned and chained (Jude 6). If God can chain them now, He can certainly chain Satan for 1,000 years. 

What did the angel do to Satan (v. 2)? He seized him and bound him for a thousand years. This shows that there 
is no man who simply “binds” Satan with his prayer. This is a work done by divine initiative. “One very important 
detail is to notice that the conquest of Satan and his powers does not come by any human effort.” (Barnhouse) 

What was the impact of his binding on the world (v. 3)? He wouldn’t be able to deceive the nations any more. 
"The nations" represent believers and their descendants who did not die during the Great Tribulation, but lived on 
into the Millennium (11:13; 12:13-17). Life spans will be much longer in the Millennium (Isaiah 65:20), so the 
earth's population will increase rapidly, as was the case before the Flood. The children who are born during the 
Millennium will be born in sin and will need to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, but some of them will not do so. 
The large group of people, born throughout the 1,000-year period, will likely constitute the unbelievers whom 
Satan leads in rebellion at the end of the Millennium (vv. 8-9).1  

What was the purpose of those sitting on the thrones? The purpose of the "thrones" that John saw was twofold: 
ruling and judging (Daniel 7:9-10, 22; Matthew 19:28).2  

Who were those who reigned with Christ (v. 4)? The company of saints as a whole (1 Corinthians 6:2-3)……. 
probably the Christians who have experienced resurrection in the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and have 
returned with Christ to the earth as well as the Tribulation martyrs.  These are all part of the first resurrection; the 
raising of all believers.          

Who are the “rest of the dead” (v. 5)? The "rest of the dead" evidently refers to the wicked who are physically 
dead, whom God will raise at the end of the Millennium (v. 12)3 to stand in judgment at the Great White Throne. 
This is the second resurrection; the raising of all unbelievers.  

What will happen to Satan after the 1000 years (v. 7)?  During the thousand years of the reign of Jesus, Satan 
will be bound and inactive. But after the thousand years are over, he will be released for a short time (v. 3).  

What will he do (v. 8)?  He will go out and resume his previous work of deceiving the nations from the four 
corners of the earth--Gog and Magog—and recruit the ungodly in another rebellion against God…..get them ready 
for battle. He will convince them that they will be better off submitting to his authority than that of Christ.  

What was one purpose of the 1000 year reign of Christ? For all of human history, man has wanted to blame his 
sinful condition on his environment saying things like, “Of course I turned out the way I did. Did you see the family I 
came from? Did you see the neighborhood I grew up in?” With the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus, God will give 
mankind a thousand years of a perfect environment – with no Satan, no crime, no violence, no evil, or other social 
pathology. But at the end of the 1,000 years, man will still rebel against God at his first opportunity. This will 
powerfully demonstrate that the problem is in us, not only in our environment. A perfect environment is unable to 
produce a perfect heart. 

What did Satan and his servants do to God’s people (v. 9)? They marched across the breadth of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of God's people. The strategy of this vast Satanic army is clear: to destroy God’s people, and 
the “headquarters” or “capital city” of His administration, Jerusalem…..the city He loves. 

What happened to them (v. 9)? Fire came down from heaven and devoured them. We shouldn’t even call this a 
final battle, because there is no battle. The fight is over before it begins. At this point, God finally deals with the 
devil and his followers forever. 
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What is done to the devil (v. 10)? He was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. The fact that the "beast" and the 
"false prophet" are still there a thousand years later shows that this is a place of conscious torment, not 
annihilation (19:20).4 Their resurrection bodies are different – they are indestructible. What will happen to them 
there? They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.   

What did John see next (v. 11)? A Great White Throne and Him who was seated on it. 

What happened to earth and heaven at that time (v. 11)? Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was 
no place for them.  There is no hiding from this throne. No one can escape the judgment that it represents. 

What is the significance of the throne (v. 11)? This is the site where all unbelievers will be judged. 

Who will judge (v. 12)? The Judge is Jesus (John 5:22-27). Who will come to be judged? Non-believers. Unsaved 
people from all of time.  They have been resurrected for the purpose of judgment. They will come from all classes of 
humanity…the great and the small"). 

On what basis will people be judged (vv. 12-13)?  According to what they had done. The books contain a record 
of all their works including their failure to believe in Jesus Christ (John 6:29). The principle of judgment on the 
basis of works is repeatedly stated both in the Old and New Testaments. But salvation is always on the basis of 
faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

This is not a trial. The facts are in; this is the sentencing of someone already condemned. There will be a Judge but 
no jury, a prosecution but no defense, a sentence but no appeal. Because this is a sentencing and not a trial, no one 
will be able to defend himself or accuse God of unrighteousness. What an awesome scene it will be!5  
 
Christians will never appear before this Great White Throne. We are spared from this judgment because our sins 
are already judged in Jesus at the cross. However, Christians will have to stand before another throne – the 
Judgment Seat of Christ where what we have done will be judged. 2 Corinthians 5:10 describes a judgment of works 
for believers where we will receive rewards for those works we have done. 

Why do the sea and death and Hades give up their dead (v. 13)? They represent the place of unburied bodies; 
the emphasis is on the universal character of judgment – everybody is included.  

What is Hades? The dwelling place of dead unbelievers, a place of conscious punishment, a sort of holding tank 
where they wait for their resurrection and subsequent judgment at the Great White Throne (Luke 16:23).   

What is the significance of Death and Hades being cast into the lake of fire (v. 14)? Death is the result of sin, 
and it is gone. Hades is the result of death, and it is gone. The last vestiges of sin’s domination are done away with. 

What is the “second death” (v. 14)?  The second death is separation from God in the Lake of Fire (19:20; 21:8). As 
there is a second and higher life, so there is also a second and deeper death. After that life there is no more death, 
and after that death there is no more life. 

What is the destiny of those whose names were not found written in the Book of Life (v. 15)? They were 
thrown into the lake of fire, i.e. cast into Hell. 
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