
Revelation 21  

 The new vision (v. 1) describes conditions that will exist after the Millennium, i.e. in the Eternal State. What did 
John see next? A new heaven and a new earth. What had happened to the first heaven and earth? They had 
passed away.  

Why would God destroy the present heaven and earth? He originally made them as the habitat for perfect 
humanity. However, sin so thoroughly corrupted not only the human race, but the race's environment, that He will 
destroy it—and create "a new heaven and a new earth," in which righteousness dwells. This is the final stage in His 
plan to deliver humanity into the blessing He originally intended people to enjoy.1  

Why will there be no sea? To the Jewish mind, the sea was a place of separation and evil…... the sea was frightful 
and fearsome, an awesome monster, a watery grave. Already in the Book of Revelation it is shown to be the source 
of the Satanic beast (Revelation 13:1) and the place of the dead (Revelation 20:13). Presently the seas cover over 
three-quarters of the earth's surface. Therefore, an earth without oceans will be a radically different planet.2  

What did John see next (v. 2)? The Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. Man has 
never known a community unmarred by sin. Here we have a sinless, pure, perfect community of righteousness.  

What did it resemble? A bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  The most beautiful thing a man will ever see 
is his bride coming down the aisle.  John said that this is how beautiful the new Jerusalem will be. 

What did John hear next (v. 3)? A loud voice from the throne. Saying what? The dwelling of God is with men, and 
he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

What is the message that conveys? God’s desire is to live in close fellowship with man, and man’s purpose is to 
be a people unto God. Finally the relationship between God and humankind, that God has always desired for people 
to enjoy, will be a reality.3 God is going to hang out with us! He’s going to be ever-present. Any previous intimacy 
with God will be blown away by what we experience in eternity. 

What blessings will the people receive (v. 4)? He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain. These are tears caused by memories of the old creation and life therein. This 
is a final reversal of the curse of sin (Genesis 3).  

What has God done (v. 5)? He was making everything new.  This statement is in the present tense, I am making 
everything new. He wasn’t talking about renovation or rehabilitation. He was starting over from scratch.   

What did Jesus promise to give to the thirsty (v. 6)?  He promised free water from the spring of the water of life. 
He was referring to His ability to meet the deep-rooted needs of his people, not just physical thirst (John 4:13-14). 

Who will receive these blessings (v. 7)? He who overcomes will inherit all this -- by faith in Jesus (1 John 5:4-5).  

What will be their relationship to God? They will be sons of God, i.e. they will enjoy a special, intimate 
relationship. It will be a special honor to be a son of God. 

Who will not receive these blessings (v. 8)? The cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who practice magic arts, and all liars. They all have one thing in common – they all rejected Jesus.  

What will they receive instead? Their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur, i.e. eternal condemnation. 

Who then spoke (v. 9) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues (15:1).  

What did he promise to show John? The bride, the wife of the Lamb.  

Where did he carry John (v. 10)? To a mountain great and high.  

What did he show him? The Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God which is the bride, 
the wife of the Lamb. 
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What was the city’s first impression on John (v. 11)? It shone with the glory of God and its brilliance was like 
that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 

How were the city wall and gates described (vv. 12-13)? The names of the twelve tribes on the gates 
communicate the message that God will never forget the tribes of Israel. He will preserve the remembrance of 
Israel even unto eternity. Gods’ heart toward Israel is on display here. 

Who was memorialized by the foundations (v. 14)? They are an eternal testimony to the apostles, and their 
permanent place in God’s plan. The New Jerusalem and the New Testament church are both founded upon the 
apostles (Ephesians 2:20). 

What were the dimensions of the city as measured by the angel (v. 16)? The city was laid out like a square, as 
long as it was wide. When measured it was found it to be 12,000 stadia (1500 miles) in length, and as wide and 
high as it is long, i.e. a cube. 

Henry Morris, guessing that there will have been 100 billion people in the human race through history, and that 
20% of them will be saved, calculated that each person would have a “block” with about 75 acres on each face to 
call their own. This is highly speculative, but illustrates the point that there is plenty of room in the New Jerusalem. 

Note John’s description of the details of the city (vv. 17- 21). How were the wall foundations decorated (v. 19)? 
With every kind of precious stone. The precise identification of these gemstones in modern terms is difficult, but 
the impression is of unending, staggering beauty. 

What temple does the city have (v. 22)? None. The New Jerusalem is distinguished by what it does not have – no 
tears, no sorrow, no death or pain (v. 4). Here we see that the New Jerusalem has no temple, no sacrifice, no sun, no 
moon, no darkness, no sin, and no impurity (vv. 23, 27.) 

Actually the temple was not removed, but expanded. The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. Here, 
everything and every place are holy and the dwelling place of God. 

In the ancient world, it was unthinkable to have a great city without many different temples. It’s like saying today, 
“I saw a great city but I saw no bank in it” or “I saw a great city but I saw no shopping mall in it.”  In this city there 
was no temple in it. 

How will the New Jerusalem not be lighted? The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it.  How will 
it be lighted (v. 23)?  The glory of God will give it light, and the Lamb will be its lamp. It truly will be the Jesus 
Christ Light and Power Company but the bills will have been paid forever. 

 No temple . . . no need of the sun or of the moon: This reminds us that heaven will be a place of pure worship. The 
things we use to help us worship, but often end up distracting us in worship (such as buildings, music systems, 
customs, and so forth) will no longer be an issue. Our focus will be totally on the Person we worship, the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb. 

When will the gates be shut (v. 25)? Never. There is no need to close them; there will be no enemies, no need for 
security. Access to God’s presence will be unrestricted.  

What cannot enter the city (v. 27)? Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful 
or deceitful. Who can enter the city? Only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.  
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