
Revelation 6   

As we look at everything that now follows in the remainder of the book of Revelation, we need to keep in mind the 
character of God that we saw in chapters 4 and 5. God is perfectly holy, just, gracious, righteous, pure, omnipotent, 
and sovereign. This should help us to accept the coming revelation of all that He will do, including God's judging of 
huge segments of humanity in the future.1  

The book of Revelation deals mainly with a seven-year period between the Rapture and the second coming of 
Christ called the “Tribulation” (Matthew 24:21; Revelation 7:14) which is further broken down into two - three and 
one half year periods. The first is called the Tribulation and is a time of relative calm and peace.  The second is 
called the Great Tribulation and is the period when the great judgments of God will occur. Chapter 6 marks the 
beginning of the Great Tribulation when God will pour out His judgments on the earth. 

How would you describe what John saw when the first seal was opened (v. 2)? A white horse. How did John 
describe its rider? He held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror intent on conquest.  

Who did this rider represent? Most likely the Antichrist.  Jesus does return on a white horse in Revelation 19:11-
16, but this is a satanic dictator, a counterfeit Jesus; He is a deceiver.  He may come as a conqueror but Jesus will 
come as the true judge and ruler (Psalm 2:7-9). 

What is the significance of the rider’s crown? Evidently, God gave him this crown. The sovereign God is the only 
One who can give rulers authority to rule (Romans 13:1). This crown represents his world dictatorship. 

How would you describe what John saw when the second seal was opened (v. 4). A fiery red horse. What did 
the color red symbolize? Bloodshed and war.  

How would you describe its rider? He was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men kill each 
other. What did the "large sword" represent?  The authority to kill people.  

This is a picture of internal revolution in which people will turn on one another. The result is anarchy, riot, and civil 
war. In light of the terrorism, bombings, and civil strife taking place around the world, it is easy to imagine this 
happening on an even larger scale. 

This rider didn’t need to bring war and destruction. All he needed to do was take peace from the earth. Once 
this peace—God’s gift to man—was taken, men would quickly rush in with war and destruction. Peace between 
men and among nations is a gift from God. It is not the natural state of relations between men.  
 
How would you describe what John saw when the third seal was opened (v. 5). A black horse.  

How would you describe its rider? Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. What did the scales 
symbolize? The need to carefully measure and ration food. This speaks of a time of scarcity. He carries "a pair of 
[balance] scales," which are a symbol of commerce, indicating his control of commodity prices.2    

What did the voice among the four living creatures say (v. 6)?  A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three 
quarts of barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine.  

What were the implications of that statement? Prices in the vision are about twelve times higher than normal. It 
means that it would cost a day’s wages to buy the ingredients for a loaf of bread. This describes a time of famine 
when life will be reduced to the barest necessities. The world will see worldwide inflation, starvation, and 
depression. 

What does “Do not damage the oil and the wine” mean? It speaks of luxury; nicer things which would still be 
available for those who could afford them. 

How would you describe what John saw when the fourth seal was opened (v. 8).  A pale horse. How would 
you describe its rider? Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given 
power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. In today’s 
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numbers, this would be approximately 1.9 billion people which is more than the population of China and the 
United States combined. This would be the greatest destruction of human life recorded in history up to this point.  

What does Hades refer to? While Death claims the body of the person, Hades, the "Place of Departed Spirits," 
claims the soul. Perhaps John saw Hades following Death like a man on foot following a mounted warrior, grimly 
gathering in his victims, or as a hearse following a horse.3 

What did John see when the fifth seal was opened (v. 9)? He saw, under the altar, the souls of those who had 
been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.  

What was the implication of the souls being under the altar? The fact that these souls were under the 
altar emphasizes that their life blood had been poured out as an offering to God.  The idea is drawn from Leviticus 
4:7: The rest of the bull's blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting.   

Who were these slain ones? They must be those who died after the Rapture, since all Christians living at the time 
of the Rapture will experience bodily resurrection, and go directly into Jesus Christ's presence at that time (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17). Consequently the people John described in this verse are evidently those who come to 
faith in Christ after the Rapture (Matthew 24:9; Luke 21:12). They had become believers during the first half of the 
Tribulation, and then had suffered martyrdom for their faith. John did not see their resurrected bodies, because 
God had not resurrected them yet. The resurrection of Tribulation saints will not occur until the end of that seven-
year period (20:4).4 Or perhaps, these souls may be the cry of all martyrs for God’s truth. 

What did these martyrs cry out for (v. 10)? John presented these martyrs as calling out to God to bring judgment 
and vengeance on their persecutors. How much longer would they have to wait for God to avenge them? 

It isn’t wrong for God’s people to ask Him to do what He promised to do. The blood of Abel cried out from the 
ground for vengeance (Genesis 4:10), as did the blood of unavenged murders in the land of Israel (Numbers 35:33). 

What was given to these tribulation martyrs (v. 11)? A white robe. What was the significance of the white 
robe? Each martyr received a long "white robe" symbolizing salvation and immortality. These martyrs had been 
faithful and had suffered martyrdom for their fidelity to Christ (Revelation 3:5; 7:9, 14).5   

What were they told? To be patient and wait a little longer until the final complement of Tribulation martyrs was 
complete.  More people would have to experience martyrdom before it would be God’s time for Jesus Christ to 
return to the earth and judge their living adversaries.6  

John now shifts back to a description of earthly events.  What happened when the sixth seal was opened (vv. 
12-14)? Tremendous convulsions of nature. In these three verses, God shakes the universe like a rag doll. There 
was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood 
red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. As a result, 
the entire world will know that there is a God. They will also know that His divine wrath has been unleashed 
against their rebellion. 

What effect did these events have on people (v. 15)? All the unbelievers hid in caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains. What did they want the mountains and rocks to do (v. 16)? They wanted the mountains and rocks 
to hide them from God. These verses are truly tragic. In the midst of unbelievable suffering, mankind does not pray 
to God for protection from His wrath. Instead, they cry out to the rocks and the mountains.  

Why did they want to hide? They realized they were seeing the great wrath of God.  The inhabitants of the earth 
recognized the source of their trouble, yet they still refused to respond to God’s wrath.  

                                                             
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Revelation, 2017 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 74 
2 Ibid. p. 87 
3 Ibid. p. 88 
4 Ibid. p. 89 
5 Ibid. p. 90 
6 Ibid. 
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