
Revelation 7 

The tribulation will be both a time of horrific divine judgment (chapter 6) and terrific divine grace (chapter 7). 
While chapters 6, 8, and 9 all focus on divine judgment—God’s wrath poured out on men and the earth; chapter 7 
reminds us that, in the midst of all this judgment, there is still mercy. Our God is full of mercy and compassion. He is 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness (Exodus 34:6-7).1 

Between the sixth and seventh seals what did John see (v. 1)?  ….four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth….. which is an expression meaning four quadrants or four points of the compass —North, South, East, and 
West (Isaiah 11:12). The Bible never taught a flat earth theory. The idea is that these angels were poised over the 
entire earth. 

What were the angels doing? Holding back the four winds of the earth which represented the destructive force of 
God’s judgment. They had the power to prevent any wind from blowing anywhere. Angels are often used by God in 
the book of Revelation to temporarily suspend and/or execute judgment on the earth.  

What do we know about the angel that came from the east (v. 2)? This angel apparently had greater authority 
than the other four angels and he carried with him the seal of protection of the living God.  

What was the purpose of the seal? This seal will preserve and protect His chosen remnant throughout the 
tribulation period. Since the rapture has already occurred, God must raise up another new remnant.2  

How was the seal applied (v. 3)? He sealed the servants of God by placing a seal on their foreheads. In the ancient 
world, such seals were familiar. A king or a property owner could use a seal to convey ownership or authenticity. 
These servants of God will receive a protective seal on their forehead, containing God’s name in some manner 
(Revelation 14:1). 

Who had to wait until this seal was applied?  The angel instructed the four angels to withhold their judgment on 
the earth (land, sea and trees) until he had finished putting a seal on the foreheads of God's servants. 

Who were the servants who were sealed?  Jews who were representatives of the 12 tribes of Israel. How many 
were sealed (v. 4)? 144,000. Is this number literal?  Yes!  

Why were they sealed? Their sealing marked these believers as God's redeemed people, and guaranteed their 
protection from the divine judgments while they carried out their service for God, on the earth, during the Great 
Tribulation (Revelation 14:1). We are not told what exactly their service was, but the 144,000 were sealed for a 
specific and unique purpose.  

The 144,000 were protected from the plagues that God was bringing upon the earth much as the Israelites were 
exempt from the plagues that God sent on the Egyptians (Exodus 9:1-7; 9:22-26; 10:21-23). 

Who else has been sealed?  
 Jesus was sealed: On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval (John 6:27)  
 We are sealed with the Holy Spirit as a down payment of our eventual total redemption: He anointed us, set 

his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  (2 
Corinthians 1:21-22) 

 This sealing of the Holy Spirit belongs to every believer when they are saved: Having believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit  (Ephesians 1:13) 
 

Describe the characteristics of the great multitude (v. 9). They were believers from every nation, tribe, people 
and language -- Gentiles and Jews -- those rescued from the period of the Great Tribulation. The presence of so 
many tribulation saints is a powerful statement of God’s grace and mercy. Even in this time of judgment and wrath 
on the earth, many will be saved. 

Because the great multitude are mentioned right after the 144,000, many think they are – at least in part – due to 
the work of those 144,000 servants of God. Perhaps the 144,000 are evangelists who help reap this huge harvest 
for the kingdom during the great tribulation. 
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Where did they stand? Before the throne and in front of the Lamb, a position of great honor. John described 
everything in heaven in reference to the throne of God. His perspective was that God has a throne, that he sits upon 
it, and that he rules over all things, and all things do his bidding. “The central thought of heaven, then, is divine 
sovereignty.” (Spurgeon) 

How were they clothed? They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 
These robes remind us not only of the covering righteousness of Jesus (purity), but also of priestly service. Palm 
branches were emblems of victory and joy and celebration (Leviticus 23:40; Nehemiah 8:15-17; John 12:13).. They 
were the ancient equivalent of balloons at a party. This is a picture of a great multitude celebrating a great victory. 

What did the great multitude do (v. 10)? They praised God, crying out in a loud voice: Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Who joined in the praise (v. 11)? All the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures.  Ultimately, every created thing praises God 
or will eventually praise God. That is our ultimate purpose. Like the angels, our major role in heaven will be 
acknowledging the glory of God.3  

What question did an elder ask (v. 13)? These in white robes--who are they, and where did they come from?  How 
did he answer his question (v. 14)? These believers died during the the Great Tribulation (v. 14).  

Where was the great multitude and what did they do (v. 15)? They were before the throne of God and served 
him day and night in his temple.  This is a picture of a future worship extravaganza. 

What blessings did they receive (v. 16)? He will provide for their every need; never again will they 
hunger; never again will they thirst. He will protect them from every affliction. The sun will not beat upon 
them, nor any scorching heat. God will spread His tent over them and will dwell with His people. This is the 
ultimate fulfillment of King David’s great desire in Psalm 27:4: One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I 
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his 
temple.  

What did the Lamb and God do for them (v. 17)? The Lamb at the center of the throne promised to be their 
shepherd; to lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. In heaven, the 
redeemed will know the loving care and nurture of their Savior. 

This passage does not mean that in heaven, we will weep over our wasted life or unconfessed sin. That idea may be 
a powerful, guilt-inducing motivator, but it has nothing to do with the meaning of this verse. “The point is that the 
grief and tears of the past will be over when they get to heaven . . . God will wipe away all tears resulting from their 
suffering on earth.” (Walvoord) 

                                                             
1 Keith Krell, Live Like You're Leaving: Revelation, Copyright ©2003, Bible.org 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2027.4

