
Revelation 8  

The seventh seal was opened, the scroll was ready to be unrolled, read and put into effect.  What happened next 
(v. 1)? There was silence in heaven for 30 minutes.  

What was the purpose/significance of the silence?  The Bible doesn’t tell us. Perhaps the calm before the storm 
of judgment that was coming. This has been called a silence of “expectancy” and/or “apprehension.” It may also be 
a stillness while God hears the prayers of all the saints (8:3). 

What were the seven angels given (v. 2)? Seven trumpets of judgment by which they will execute His will. 

What has been the biblical significance of trumpets? Trumpets play a major role in God’s dealings with His 
people. They assembled the Israelites for war, journeys, and special feasts (Numbers 10:9-10; Leviticus 23:24; 
25:9). A trumpet was sounded at Mount Sinai when the law was given; another was sounded at Jericho when the 
walls fell down; another when a king was anointed (Exodus 19:19; Joshua 6:1-20).1  

What did the angel with the golden censer do initially (v. 3)? Offered incense on the golden altar together with 
the prayers of the saints. The censer was a firepan used to hold live charcoal for the burning of incense. In the 
temple and tabernacle of Israel the golden altar was the altar of incense. Incense represented of the prayers of 
God’s people. 

This verse teaches that our prayers are special to Him. Our prayers are unique; No one else’s prayers can substitute 
for ours. The Lord loves it when we call out to Him. He wants to converse with us. He wants to hear the expressions 
of our heart. Our prayers are especially meaningful and fruitful when our lives match our prayers.2 

Before the events of the seventh seal were revealed what happened (v. 4)?  The prayers of the saints mingled 
with incense came before the Lord God. Prayer and incense are often found together in the Bible. The idea is that 
just as incense is precious, pleasant, and drifts to heaven, so do our prayers. There is clearly something pleasing 
and fragrant about the prayers of the saints that God enjoys (2 Corinthians 2:14-16). 

What did the angel do next (v. 5)? He filled the censer with coals of fire and hurled it onto the earth.  

What was the result? Thunder, lightning and an earthquake. The whole scene clearly symbolizes God sending 
judgment on the earth in response to His people’s accumulated prayers.3 “God could have chosen to do his work on 
this earth in any fashion He wanted, but He chose, in His sovereignty, to do it largely in response to prayer.” (C. S. 
Lewis) 

What happened when the seventh seal was opened (v. 6)? When the seventh seal was finally opened, the end 
did not immediately come. It set in motion seven trumpets that would sound upon the earth. 

When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, John saw not just one judgment but a whole new series of (trumpet) 
judgments. Therefore, they are more severe than the first six seal judgments but not as devastating as the bowl 
judgments coming up next (chapter 16). The bottom-line object of the judgments was to lead hostile unbelievers to 
repentance, but few will repent (9:20-21).4 How sad! 

What happened when the first trumpet sounded (v. 7)? Hail and fire mixed with blood were hurled onto the 
earth.   Blood is the symbol of vengeance. Blood and fire were often combined as symbols of judgment (Isaiah 
9:5; Ezekiel 21:32; 38:22). 

What destruction followed? A third of the vegetation on the planet was burned up including all the grass.  
Imagine a forest fire that would burn up a third of the earth! Imagine the daunting task facing the first responders! 

How will this happen? Many wonder if it will happen through phenomenon we know today, like nuclear war, 
fallout, pollution, meteors, and so forth. These ideas are interesting and possible, but they should never obscure the 
essential truth: God brings judgment. He isn’t a passive bystander. This is not “nature” taking its course. 

What happened when the second trumpet sounded (v. 8)? Something like a huge mountain (a blazing mass) 
was hurled into the sea. The “huge mountain” may be something like a meteor or asteroid falling into the sea and 
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bringing ecological disaster. However tempting it is to speculate on future events, it’s important that we not use 
naturally occurring events to account for the supernatural.  The huge mountain, whatever it may be, comes directly 
from the hand of God. 

What devastation followed (vv. 8-9)? A third of the sea turned into blood, a third of all sea creatures died, one 
third of the world’s ships were destroyed. As of January 2016, there were 51,405 ships in the world's merchant 
fleets. Imagine the shock waves that would hit the shipping industry if 17,000 valuable ships were suddenly 
destroyed! Not to mention their cargoes!   

What happened when the third trumpet sounded (v. 10)? A great star fell onto a third of the rivers/springs of 
water.  

What is wormwood (v. 11)? It was the name of the star. It is used here as a metaphor for calamity and sorrow.  It 
was the name of a bitter herb that was not fatally poisonous, but noxious. Bitter food and/or water was also a 
symbol of divine punishment (Jeremiah 9:15; 23:15; Lamentations 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7).5  

What damage followed (v. 11)? A third of the waters turned bitter and many died from drinking the water. A 
third of an ecological system was destroyed in judgment. 

What happened when the fourth trumpet sounded (v. 12)? A third of the sun, moon and stars were plunged 
into absolute darkness. A reduction in sunlight hours, and consequently a catastrophic drop in temperature, would 
have a devastating effect on the earth.6  In contrast to the first three trumpet judgments against the land, sea, 
rivers, and fountains of water, the fourth trumpet is aimed against the heavens.  Evidently, God will cut off light 
from the sun, moon, and stars and from the earth, by one-third (Exodus 10:21-23).7 

The impact of these phenomena is incalculable. World climates will suddenly change. Temperatures will 
dramatically drop. There will be unpredictable and violent atmospheric storms as well as interruptions to 
botanical and biological growth cycles since their existence is dependent on light for photosynthesis. As a result, a 
significant portion of the world’s food supply will be destroyed.8 

Next a flying eagle appeared.  What single-word message did the eagle deliver (v. 13)? Woe, woe, woe. How 
would you define “woe.” The word “woe” in the Greek is “ouai” and is more than just an expression of a feeling. 
Woe means “alas” or almost like “Oh No!” When the word woe is used, it usually signifies impending doom, 
condemnation and/or the wrath of God. It was repeated for the purpose of great emphasis.  

To what did the woes refer? The remaining 3 trumpet judgments. The eagle announced the last three trumpet 
judgments, which were also referred to as "woes" (9:12; 10:14). They are especially bad because they have people, 
rather than the objects of nature, as their targets. There are several examples of double-woes in Scripture (18:10, 
16, 19; Ezekiel 16:23), but a triple-woe announces an even worse calamity. 9 John is saying, “As bad as the first four 
judgments have been, the worst is yet to come. You haven’t seen anything yet!” 

The first four trumpets also reveal the mercy of God’s judgment; these are partial judgments striking only one-
third, and are meant to warn and lead a rebellious world to repentance before the final curtain. At this point, 
God spares more than He smites. 
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