
Revelation 9   

What happened when the fifth angel sounded his trumpet (v. 1)? The star that had fallen was given the key to 
the Abyss.  

Who gave him the key?  Most likely God Himself. Throughout Revelation, God is the One who grants authority to 
Christ, angels, and evil beings. Nothing occurs without His divine permission. This is another reminder of God’s 
sovereignty. God is in complete control of all that occurs in the world.1 

What does a key represent? The power to open…..in this case the Abyss.  

What was the abyss (bottomless pit)? The realm of the dead, the same as Hades (Greek) or Sheol (Hebrew).The 
subterranean abode of demons. It is the abode of Satan (Revelation 20:1-3), the Beast (Revelation 11:7; 17:8), and 
some demons (Luke 8:31; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6). It is evidently a preliminary prison, not their final abode, which is the 
lake of fire (Rev 19:20; 20:10; cf. Matt. 25:41).2 

What did this star represent? He was clearly a person (v. 2). Most likely an angelic being. Note that 
the key was given to this being, and that it was given at a specific time and it was given for the specific purpose of 
carrying out God’s plan. This angel – evil or good – served God’s purpose, even if he did not intend to. 

What happened when he opened the pit (v. 2)? Smoke poured out, similar to a volcanic eruption, darkening the 
sun and sky.   

What came out from the smoke (v. 3)? Locusts or locust-like creatures.  

Who were the locusts?  Demonic hordes that manifested some of the characteristics of locusts. They were 
previously imprisoned and were now released to swarm on the earth. 

What was their mission (v. 4)? Inflict severe pain on people who did not have the seal of God’s protection and 
ownership on their foreheads—those who were not a part of the 144,000 (7:2-4). People with the seal (servants of 
God) were protected. It is reasonable to assume that all those who have become believers during the tribulation 
will also be protected. The locusts could not harm the plant life which was their natural food.  God determined 
what the locusts could and could not do. 

What were they capable of (v. 5-6)? They had the power to torture but not kill. The wound they inflicted would 
be so painful as to make people long for death. They will want to die, but will not be able to. 

For how long would the pain last? Five months – the normal lifespan of locusts. The purpose of the five months 
was to give the people time to repent. A further example of God’s long suffering nature and His mercy. And a 
further example of God’s sovereignty, by prohibiting death and limiting the torment to five months. It is a sobering 
thought to realize that many of the demons of hell are not free to hurt us without limitations in this present age.  

Describe the appearance of the locusts (vv. 7-10). They looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads 
they wore something like crowns of gold. Their faces resembled Human faces. Their hair was like women’s hair. 
Teeth like lion’s teeth.  Breastplates like breastplates of iron, tails and stings like scorpions. The sound of their 
wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 

Who was their leader (v. 11)? The angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek is 
Apollyon, both meaning “destruction.”  

Who was he? Their "king" was "the (leading) angel of the abyss." This angel is not Satan, as many believe. 
Nowhere in Scripture is Satan referred to by either of these names. More importantly, this angel is confined to the 
Abyss (until he is released by the star angel) while Satan and his angels are roaming free in the heavenlies.3 Most 
likely he was one of the fallen angels. This was further confirmation that the locusts represented demons. 
Identifying him as Satan is tempting but the text only calls him an "angel." The appearance of "Satan," later (12:3, 9) 
is much more dramatic than the introduction of this angel.4  
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Which woe was this (v. 12)?  The first one. The fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments are also the first, 
second, and third woes. The third woe, then, would be the seven bowl judgments (16:1).5 

What did John hear when the sixth angel sounded the sixth trumpet (v. 13)? A voice coming from the horns of 
the golden altar that is before God.  In the temple and tabernacle of Israel the golden altar was the altar of incense 
which was a representation of the prayers of God’s people. The mention of the golden altar linked the judgment 
that followed to the prayers of God’s oppressed people. 

What message did the voice convey and to whom (v. 14)? This angel instructed the angel who had blown the 
sixth trumpet to "Release the four angels who are bound" at the Euphrates River. These are evidently four angels 
that John had not seen before. They must be fallen angels, since good angels are not bound (20:1-3; 2 Peter 2:4; 
Jude 6). God had a purpose for them to fulfill, and ordered their release to accomplish His will (vv. 1-11).6  

Where were the four angels? Somewhere along the great river Euphrates. There is no necessary connection with 
the four angels of Revelation 7:1.  They may or may not be the same. These four angels were "prepared" by God, 
and were being kept ready for a specific assignment at a specific hour (and day and month and year) in history.7 
They executed God’s will in God’s timing. 

What happened when the four angels were released (v. 16)? An army of two hundred million mounted troops -
- horses and riders -- were released to follow them into battle. This is most likely a demonic army invading earth.  

What was their impact (v. 16)?  They killed a third of mankind that were remaining after the fourth seal 
judgment (6:7-8). Plus many more died as martyrs and for other reasons (Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21-22). This 
will result in approximately half the population of the earth, which was alive at the beginning of the Tribulation, 
being dead at the end of this judgment. It is only those in rebellion against God, who will suffer death as a result of 
this woe (9:20).   

This figure accounts for more than the accumulated deaths of all the wars of the 20th century put together. In 
today’s numbers, this would amount to two and a half billion dead, the largest death toll in human history up to 
this point.8 

Note it was the horses that had the power to kill.  How did the horses kill (v. 18)? By the three plagues of fire, 
smoke and sulphur that came out of their mouths. The repetition of the definite article “the” in the Greek text (tou), 
indicates that these are three distinct plagues.  

What happened to those who were not killed (v. 20-21)? They still did not repent. They were so very hard of 
heart.  These last two verses are two of the saddest in the entire Bible.  

How was their worship described (v. 20)? They worshipped demons and idols. They refused to change their 
minds about their worship and works. 

List and explain the sins they committed (v. 21). Murder, magic arts, sexual immorality, theft.  Punishment and 
suffering cannot change a sinner’s character; only the new birth can do that. 

 Just as Pharaoh’s heart was hardened by the Egyptian plagues, so the hearts of these men and women will be 
hardened by the plagues of the last days. 
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