
 

Romans 11  

What question did Paul ask (v. 1)? Has God rejected His people, i.e. ethnic Israel? This question is based on 
Israel’s unbelief and rejection of the gospel as documented in chapters 9 and 10. How did he answer it, and what 
was his proof? Absolutely not!  Paul offered himself as evidence that God has not rejected His people. Paul’s faith 
in Jesus as the Messiah proved there were some Jews chosen by God who embraced the gospel. As a Christian Jew, 
Paul was a member of the believing remnant. Why would God not reject His people (v. 2)? God had chosen Israel 
from eternity past and entered into a relationship with them that will never be destroyed (Jeremiah 31:37). 

Paul compares this situation to that which existed in the time of Elijah. What complaint had Elijah raised 
(v. 3)?  He pleaded with God against Israel. Things were so bad that Elijah prayed against his own people! Elijah 
wrongly thought that God had cast off the nation and he was the only one left serving the Lord. 

How did God respond to Elijah (v. 4)? God assured Elijah that He had preserved a substantial remnant (seven 
thousand Israelites) within the unfaithful nation who had remained faithful to the God of Israel. The picture wasn’t 
nearly as bleak as Elijah feared. What application does Paul make of Elijah’s case (v. 5-6)? There remained, in 
Paul’s day, a remnant chosen solely by grace. God never leaves Himself without a witness.  

What is the conclusion regarding Israel (v. 7)? The elect Jews have obtained righteousness, but the rest failed to 
obtain it because they sought it through self-effort instead of through faith in the finished work of Christ.  They 
experienced a judicial hardening or blindness, for having a proud heart that rejected the message of grace.  

What is the consequence (v. 8)?  God abandoned them to a state of stupor in which they became insensitive to 
spiritual realities; exactly what the OT predicted would happen (Isaiah 29:10; Deuteronomy 29:4).  Because they 
refused to see the Lord Jesus as Messiah and Savior, now they lost the power to see Him.  Because they would not 
hear the pleading voice of God, now they would be stricken with spiritual deafness.  The Jews of Paul’s day were so 
secure in their idea of being the chosen people that the very idea became the thing that ruined them. 
 
What is the message from David (vv. 9-10)? David too anticipated the judgment of God on Israel.  In Psalm 69, 
he called on God to turn their table into a snare and a trap.  The table here means the sum total of the privileges 
and blessings which flowed through Christ.  What should have been a blessing was turned into a curse.1   

What question does Paul ask (v. 11)?  Does Israel’s stumbling, as predicted by Psalm 69, mean that they have 
fallen away permanently? A similar question to verse 1. What answer does he give? Certainly not!  Why not?  His 
plan was "to make" Israel "jealous" of the Gentiles as the recipients of God's blessings, so Israel would turn back to 
God. The rejection of the gospel by the Jews was riches for the Gentiles. Israel’s loss was the Gentiles gain. 

 
What would be the end result of their transgression (v. 12)? God had promised to bless "the world" through 
Israel (Genesis 12:1-3). "How much more" blessing will come to the world when Israel turns back to God—"their 
fulfillment"—than is coming to the world now while she is in rebellion against God!2 When Israel turns to the Lord 
at the close of the Great Tribulation she will become the channel of blessing to the nations 

What did Paul hope to accomplish as a result of being the apostle to the Gentiles (v. 14)? By evangelizing the 
Gentiles, Paul’s desire was that the Jews would be provoked to a good kind of jealousy, motivating them to receive 
some of the blessings the Gentiles enjoyed. In this way he was also evangelizing the Jews. 

How does v.15 restate the point Paul has been making?   Jewish rejection of Jesus was made into a blessing for 
the Gentiles……but consider how great a blessing the Jew’s acceptance of Jesus will be when Israel is restored 
during the Millennial Reign of Christ. It will be like worldwide regeneration or resurrection. 

Explain the illustration (v. 16).  The first fruits are represented by the patriarchs led by Abraham. If Abraham 
was holy/set aside, so are those who descended from him in the Jewish lineage.  They enjoy a position of external 
privilege before God. The second metaphor is similar….Abraham is the root, the first of a new society distinct from 
the nations, and his descendants are the branches. 



Explain the illustration (v. 17).  The branches broken off represent unbelieving Jews. They were broken off 
because of their rejection of the Messiah.  They were removed from their place of privilege as God’s chosen people. 
The wild olive shoot refers to the Gentile Christians who were grafted into the olive tree and are now share the 
position of favor that was originally given to Israel (along with the believing remnant of Israel).  

What warning is given (v. 18)? Do not boast about being a branch . . . you do not support the root, but the root 
supports you. Lest Gentiles think of themselves as superior to Jews, Paul reminds them that the root supports the 
branches – not the other way around. They are reminded that they didn’t originate this line of privilege. It is only 
by God’s grace that they can be grafted in.  

What reply might the branches give (v. 19)? They might arrogantly consider themselves to be superior to the 
unbelieving Jews. How did Paul respond to that possibility/position (vv. 20-21)? The unbelieving Jews were 
temporarily broken off because of their unbelief.  The only reason you have been grafted in is because of your faith.  
You have done no good works that would be grounds for boasting. So don’t be arrogant, but have a proper fear of 
God (Proverbs 9:10). If the Jews were cut off because of their unbelief, He could easily cut off the Gentiles because 
of their arrogance. 

How are the two characteristics of God illustrated (v. 22)? Unbelieving Jews (those who fell) are objects of 
God’s sternness. They were removed from favored nation status.  Believing Gentiles are objects of God’s kindness 
provided they continue in His kindness -- not in the sense of a salvation by works, but continuing in God’s grace 
and goodness to us – a relationship of continual abiding (John 15:1-8). What is the message of v. 23? There is 
hope for the Jews. The potential for reconciliation is presented.   

What is the basis for Paul’s comparison (v. 24)?  If the Gentiles (wild branches) were grafted into God’s “tree” 
contrary to nature, it will be even easier for God to graft the natural branches (former Israelites) back into the tree.  

What does v. 25 say happened to Israel? For the time being, God’s door for the Jews has been mostly closed.  
While His door for the Gentiles is wide open. God is now focused on and working through the church. Why should 
Gentiles not be ignorant of this (v. 25)? So they won’t become conceited.  God’s inclusion of the Gentiles in His 
salvation plan should humble them not generate arrogance. When will this temporary plan come to an end (v. 
25)? When the full number of elect Gentiles has been saved. That time when the last Gentile member will be added 
to the church which will coincide with the Rapture.   

What is the message of the prophecy (vv. 26-27)?  God is not finished with Israel. Though God has turned the 
focus of His saving mercies away from Israel specifically and onto the Gentiles generally, He will turn it back again. 
God still has a purpose and a plan for ethnic Israel and will bring salvation to them. All Israel will be saved: This 
does not mean there will be a time when every last person of Jewish descent will be saved. Instead, this is a time 
when Israel as a whole will be a saved people, and when the nation as a whole (especially its leadership) embraces 
Jesus Christ as Messiah.  

What is Paul’s conclusion regarding Israel (v. 28)?  Even though it seemed that in Paul’s day the Jews were 
enemies of God and were against Jesus, they are still beloved based on their election as the chosen people of God 
which originated with the covenants made with Abraham.  

Why are they still loved (v. 29)? God’s gifts and calling are never rescinded.  He does not take back His gifts. Once 
He has made an unconditional promise He never goes back on it. This is another reason why God hasn’t given up 
on national and ethnic Israel. He leaves the path open to restoration. He did not choose Israel for her goodness, and 
He will not abandon her for her badness. 

How does Paul summarize his message (vv. 30-32)? Having found both Jews and Gentiles disobedient, God is 
pictured as imprisoning them both in that condition so that there would be no way out for them except on His 
terms. Having shut up both Jew and Gentile as lawbreakers, He will extend mercy to both based on the person and 
work of Jesus (His terms). 
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