
Genesis 13  

After leaving Egypt, where did Abram go next (v. 1, 3)? He went back to the Promised Land, specifically the 
place between Bethel and Ai, where he had first built an altar (12:8).  

What was his financial condition after spending time in Egypt (v. 2)? He had become very wealthy.  

What did he do when he arrived at the place between Bethel and Ai (v. 4)? He called on the name of the 
Lord/worshipped God there.  

This was more than mere worship time.  This was a pivotal time in his relationship with the Lord.  What 
was going on in the bigger picture? Restoration.  A return to fellowship with God. Egypt was a spiritually dry 
time.  No altars are recorded as being built while he was in Egypt.  There was no communication with God.  Here 
we see a change beginning in Abraham.  Abram did what he should have done. He is getting back on track with God 
(Philippians 3:13-14). 

Application: Don’t we often do the same thing…. periodically wander for a while and then return?   

Note: Abram did not know His God well—He had spoken with Abram twice which was the extent of their 
communication.  What Abram needed was not lessons in increasing his faith, but an increase in his faith by learning 
the greatness of his God. Much of our problem of little faith would be solved by more intimately knowing the God 
we serve.  

Problems erupted between Abraham and Lot (5-7).  What was the bottom line cause of the problems? 
Wealth. If Lot had amassed enough animals to compete with Abraham for grazing land, he must have been wealthy 
as well.  This is the first place wealth is mentioned in the Bible (v. 2) and there were problems associated with it.  

How did Abram respond to this problem/crisis (v. 8)?  He took charge.  Stepped up and took on a leadership 
role.  He did the right thing. He made sure there would be peace in his family. What a great model for husbands. If 
there’s strife in our families we need to lead and take it on. Not ignore it and hope it goes away.   

What was Abraham’s strategy to fix problem (vv. 8-9)? As the older man and the leader in the entire adventure, 
it was his right to have first choice of the land. However, he gave Lot first choice. What does that tell you about 
Abram? He loved his nephew Lot. He was both gracious and selfless. He demonstrated humility by giving up his 
right to the land.  

Abram was secure in God’s promise to bless him. He realized that since God would take care of him, it did not 
matter where he lived within the land. We can almost hear Abram telling Lot, “You choose. I am perfectly content 
with the leftovers. I am glad to be anywhere in the land God has chosen for me.” This is a classic example of grace. 
Lot got something he didn’t deserve. Abram has grown up since the famine.  

What rights have you given up in following God? In what ways have you dispensed grace to someone? 

Application: Abraham was secure in God’s sovereign control over your life? Are you? Can you say, “I am 
glad to go anywhere the Lord has chosen even if it means going to _________.” 

Abram was announcing that he was a free man. He did not have to have what looked the best. He didn’t require 
the financial security that lured Lot toward the well-watered valley. He did not need the soft life and luxury of the 
cities of the plain that Lot seemed to love so much. He did not demand anything because he was a free man. 
Christians who have learned to deflect and resist the lure of worldliness will always be characterized as free 
because they do not have to dance to the tune of the world. They do not have to have what everybody else seems to 
require for life. And they are delighted to see good come to others whether or not it comes to them. 

Note: Couldn’t Abram and Lot have divided the land in a way that would have allowed them both to have some of 
the fertile plain area? Why not Abram on one side of the Jordan and Lot on the other?  



On what basis did Lot make his decision (v. 10)? On the basis of what appealed to the eye. What looked good.  
Common sense. It was a no-brainer decision. For we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). It was clear from 
this interaction that Abram walked by faith; Lot walked only by sight.  

How, or on what basis, should Lot have made his decision? Lot should have made prayerful consideration of his 
decision. He should have humbly given Abram first choice since he was there solely because of Abram’s goodness 
to him. This was a great opportunity for Lot to display his character and faith. He failed.  

Where did Lot choose to live (v. 12)? Near Sodom. 

What was the moral condition of Sodom (v. 13)? Sin city. Moral decadence. 

Note: There is no indication that Lot concerned himself with what might have benefited Abram. His selfish 
decision was calculated to obtain what he wanted when he wanted it. Lot loved what he saw, and he chose to go 
where he could have the things the world had to offer. Instead of caring for righteousness, instead of seeking a 
place where he could follow the Lord most closely, he sought a place that offered all this world could give. He was 
not free; he was in bondage to the love of things that would never give him life. 

Application: There’s probably a little bit of Lot in most of us. Have you ever made choices without consulting God 
based on what seems best? Based on glamour or external appearances?  

How did God respond when Abram accepted his destiny to wander in Canaan (vv. 14-17)? He reaffirmed his 
promises to Abram. This promise of the land had been made to Abram when he lived in Ur of the Chaldeans 
(Genesis 12:1-3, Acts 7:2-4). God is now repeating this promise. God let him see/showed him the Promised Land.  
This promise was more specific than God's previous promises regarding the seed and the land (Genesis 12:2, 7).  

What is the general tone of the message God is sending to Abraham? A message of encouragement; it was a 
verbal pat on the back. Good job!  I am pleased! I’m proud of you.  

How do you think that made Abram feel? It confirmed that God was pleased with Abram. It probably gave him 
confidence and assurance. It was a faith building conversation. 

Application: If we truly believe that God will provide, we can be generous with our possessions. 

Note: It is of interest that Scripture does not record God speaking to Abram until after he separated from Lot. God’s 
call of Abram (12:1-3), so far as we can discern, was to Abram alone. So also was the confirmation in chapter 13. 
God had commanded Abram to leave his relatives (12:1). Blessing could not come apart from obedience to God’s 
revealed will, and neither would reassurance. God providentially removed Lot, and now His promise is restated. 

God’s final word to Abram in this visitation was to survey the land which would someday be his. For now he was 
not to possess it, but to inspect it with the eye of faith. He could not possess it now because his clan was too small 
and there were bad guys in the land (v. 7).  

Under whom did the Jews finally enter and take possession of the Promised Land?  Joshua (Deuteronomy 
31:23). 600 years after the death of Abraham. God’s promises often take time to be realized—because God has 
planned it that way. 

What was Abram’s response to God’s reaffirmation (v. 18)?  He built another altar and worshipped. The altar 
was a commemoration of the significance of the moment, i.e. an encounter with God.  He built an Ebenezer -- a 
“stone of help” (1 Samuel 7:12). Abram has grown up, but he hasn’t arrived yet. 

Application: When it comes to making decisions .…. The decisions reached by Abram and Lot are the same as 
those which confront every Christian. We must decide whether to trust in the sovereignty of God or in our own 
schemes and devices .… according to our common sense .….what seems best to us at the time (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
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