
Genesis 1  (through 2:3) 
 
Who wrote Genesis?  Moses. Jesus verified his authorship. “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for 
he wrote about me” (John 5:46).  Where did Moses write about Jesus? “The Lord your God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him!” (Deuteronomy 18:15).  
 
“In the beginning, God” (v. 1).  What do those four words tell us about God? He is pre-existent, eternal; 
He was around before the beginning.  Believe these words, and you can believe all that follows in the Bible. 
 
What do we know about the Hebrew word for “God” (v. 1)? Elohim – it is the plural form of the Hebrew 
word for God. (However, it is not the same as saying “Gods”).  The implication is that there is plurality in the 
Godhead.   This is the first suggestion we have of the existence of a multi-person Godhead (i.e. the trinity).  
 
What do we know about the Hebrew word for "created” (v. 1)?  It is singular denoting oneness or unity.   
 
What did God use to create the heavens and the earth?  God created them ex nihilo – (Latin: out of 
nothing). God used no pre-existing material to create the earth. He started with nothing and created. 
 
Note: Verse 1 describes, in very general, introductory terms, the same creation activity that God did on all six 
days of creation (1:2-31). It is a topic sentence that introduces the whole creation account that follows. For 
the sake of discussion, we will not consider the theory that there is a “gap” in time between v. 1 and v. 2.  The 
only proper way to interpret Genesis 1 is not to ‘interpret’ it at all.  Accept the fact that it was meant to say 
exactly what it says. 
 
What did the earth look like when first created (v. 2)? It was "formless and empty" (meaning 
unorganized, unproductive, and uninhabited) before God graciously prepared it for human habitation.  Like a 
lump of clay.  Apparently covered by water and in total darkness. 
 
What else was happening (v. 2)? The Holy Spirit was present and hovering -- another hint as to the 
existence of the trinity.  It was by the Spirit that the Lord God sovereignly created everything that exists. In 
the darkness of the chaos, the Spirit of God moved to prepare for the effectual, creative Word of God.  
 
If the Holy Spirit was around, where was Jesus?  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God (John 1:1).  
 
What was Jesus (the Word) doing “with God” during the first chapter of Genesis?  We learn from John 
1:1; Colossians 1:16; and Hebrews 1:2 that the Lord Jesus was the active Agent in creation. Jesus was co-
creating with the Father. 

 
God started bringing order out of chaos (v. 3).  What did God create on the first day?  Light. He 
dispelled the darkness. How did God create light?  He spoke it into existence.  God did not fashion light with 
His hands; he started with nothing (ex nihilo) and created it. It was enough for God to merely speak the 
words, “Let there be light!” and there was light. Here is the first demonstration of the power of God’s Word. 
 
Note that Genesis tells us, on the first day of creation, that God created light, day, and night -- before the sun 
and the moon were created on the fourth day (Genesis 1:14-19). How do you explain that? In the new 
heavens and the new earth, there won’t be any sun or moon. God Himself will be the light (Revelation 22:5). 
There’s no reason why God couldn’t have started creation in the same way He will end it.   
 

Note: No scientific evidence has ever refuted the concept that the days of creation were literal solar days. 
The expression “the evening and the morning” points to 24-hour days. Everywhere else in the Old 
Testament these words mean normal days. Also, the normal understanding of the fourth commandment 
(Exodus 20:11) would suggest this interpretation. 
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The terms "day," "night," "evening," and "morning" imply the beginning of the earth's rotation on the first 
day. The Jews reckoned the beginning of a day with the evening rather than the morning. 
 
What did God create on the second day (vv. 6-8)?  It seems that the earth was completely surrounded by a 
thick layer of water or a heavy vapor. God made an atmospheric division. He separated the waters so some of 
them remained on the earth and some were above the earth in the atmosphere which He called “sky”.  
 
What did God create on the third day (vv. 9-13)?  Land and seas, seed-bearing plants and trees. 
 
What was the significance of God creating plants with seeds in them “according to their various kinds” 
(v. 11)?  Not all plants and trees came from one common ancestor.  He created separate/different trees and 
plants according to their own kind so they could reproduce their own kind. Apple trees produce apples – 
several different varieties. But they don’t produce oranges. 
 
What did God create on the fourth day (vv. 14-19)?  The sun, moon and stars -- which enabled the 
establishment of a calendar. They distinguished the seasons. What did God create on the fifth day (vv. 20-
23)?  Birds and fish and everything that swims in the sea……according to its kind. Note that Moses wrote that 
God created both marine animals and birds on the same "day." Evolution claims that birds evolved from 
reptiles, and that this process took millions of years. 

 
What did God create on the sixth day (v. 24)?   Livestock, wild animals, everything that crawls on the 
ground…. according to their kinds….and man! 
 
What is the significance of the use of the words “us” and “our” (v. 26)? More evidence of the concept of 
the trinity. The use of the plural (Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness) is consistent with 
the idea that there is One God in three Persons.   
 
What is the significance of the statement, “Let them rule” (v. 26)? God’s purpose in creating human life in 
His image was functional; in God’s original design, we were designed to rule over all of creation.  

What does it mean that man is created in the image/likeness of God (v. 27)?  Like God, man has 
intellect, a moral nature, a God-consciousness, and an emotional nature that transcends instinct. We share, 
though imperfectly and finitely, in God’s nature and so have the capacity for spiritual fellowship with Him. 
The Fall obscured but did not obliterate the image of God in man. Note that after the Fall, Adam had a son in 
his own image (Genesis 5:3). 

What instructions did God give to Adam (v. 28)? Make babies and subdue/rule over the created world.  
When will God repeat this command again?  After the flood (9:7). 

What was God’s provision for man’s diet (vv. 29-30)?  Man was originally designed to be vegetarian.  
What was God’s dietary provision for the animals?  The animals were apparently herbivorous at first. 

What was God’s declaration after the 6th day (v. 31)?  It was very good. Man was the crown jewel of God’s 
creation. If it was very good in God’s eyes, it must have been spectacular. And if you look at the intricacies of 
the human body, we would all agree that it was indeed spectacular. 

What did God do on the seventh day (2:3)?  Rested.  Why did God rest?  This is not the rest that follows 
weariness but the rest of satisfaction and completion of a job well done. It was a memorial to His creative 
work and a model for us. Rest simply meant to cease from working.  Although God did not command man to 
keep the Sabbath at this time, He taught the principle of one day of rest in seven. We will later see the same 
principle applied to the Sabbath which was set apart as a time to pause and reflect on the majesty, holiness 
and glory of the Creator. 

 


