
Genesis 5  

Chapter 5 has been called “The Tolling of the Death Bells” because of the often-repeated expression “and he 
died.” If in doubt whether the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), one need only look at human history.  

If we are honest with ourselves, what do most of us do with the genealogies of the Bible—we skip them. 
What is the verse of Scripture which will not allow us to disregard Genesis 5?  2 Timothy 3:16: “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correction, for training in 
righteousness.”  We cannot ignore Genesis 5. The challenge is to discern its value and benefit to the Jews, how 
it fits in our lives, and what it reveals about the heart and the nature of our God. 

What is now different as a result of the fall (vv. 1-3)?  Adam was originally made in God’s image.  But after 
the fall, Seth was made in Adam’s image – just like the rest of us, which is a corrupted image of God, albeit 
with the same traits of intellect, emotion and moral will.   

How has that likeness/image been changed?  How are we different now from the original sinless 
Adam?  All of us are now born with a sin nature (Psalm 51:5). We are not eternal beings – we will experience 
physical death. We are born separated from God.  

Adam lived 800 more years after having three sons.  Can you imagine how many babies Eve could 
have had?  One writer has estimated that if Adam, during his lifetime, saw only half the children he could 
have fathered grow up, and if only half of those got married, and if only half of those who got married had 
children, then even at these conservative rates, Adam would have seen more than a million of his own 
descendants. Using these calculations, we can say that by the time of the flood, there could have been seven 
billion people on the earth. 

In Hebrews 11, the Faith Hall of Fame, who is the first person commended?  Abel.  Who is the second 
person commended?  Enoch.  Enoch was taken away by God to heaven without experiencing physical 
death (v. 24). Why did Enoch receive special treatment?  Hebrews 11:5-6 By faith Enoch was taken from 
this life………For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.  Enoch walked with God. 
Walked with God is metaphorical and indicates that Enoch had a lifestyle characterized by his devotion to 
God. “Walk” indicates a communion or intimacy with God.  A relationship unlike any of the other ancients. 

Application:  It is good to start well, but it is even better to continue steadfastly to the end. The word walk 
implies a steady, progressive relationship and not just a casual acquaintance. To walk with God is the 
business of a lifetime, and not just the performance of an hour.    

Who else in the Bible was taken away like Enoch?  Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). 
 
Of what value were genealogies to the Jews? God had very practical purposes in establishing 
genealogies: 

• Returning from the Babylonian exile, they had to re-establish the Jewish community, and rebuild the 
temple, the wall and the city of Jerusalem.  Only pure-bred Jews could participate. Outsiders were 
excluded.  They knew nothing of the Jewish heritage and customs (Ezra 4:1-3; Nehemiah 2:20) 

• They were used to identify those qualified to be priests. Priests had to be descendants of whom?  
The tribe of Levi.  The High Priests were descendants of whom?  The tribe of Levi, line of Aaron. 

• The genealogies serve as a record of human history.   
• The tribal inheritance allocated by Joshua had to be preserved. 
• They define the spiritual roots of the Jewish nation - establishing one’s family identity, which was a 

passport in Jewish society.    
• They show that Jesus was descended from the legendary King David which proves prophecy.  
• They clear up any inheritance issues. 



• Bottom line purpose – genealogies are all about establishing and maintaining the purity – racial, 
religious and cultural – of the Jewish nation. 

 
The genealogies define the exact lineage of the Savior. He would be born of the race of Shem (Genesis 9:26), 
the nation of Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3), the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), the family of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), 
and the house of David (1 Chronicles 17:14). 

 
What does the New Testament have to say about the value of genealogies? 
 

• 1 Timothy 1:3-4: “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may 
command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer nor to devote themselves to myths and 
endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God's work—which is by faith.” 

 
• Titus 3:9: “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, 

because these are unprofitable and useless.” 

Why did the emphasis on genealogies go away?  Why are genealogies important in the Old Testament 
but not today? We don’t have to trace our ancestry back to a human being. Our genealogy is a spiritual 
genealogy -- God is our heavenly Father -- not a physical, historical, lineage. We trace our ancestry back to 
the Cross.  My family tree looks like:  Me – Jesus – God.   

Theological application……What do genealogies tell us about God? What is it about genealogies that is 
important to God?   Maintaining the purity of the Jewish (chosen) nation is of the utmost importance to God. 
He wanted them to be a people set apart, uncorrupted, with hearts that seek after him. God is a God of order 
and purpose.  The Old Testament defined the chosen people; the New Testament expanded the definition of 
“chosen” to include Gentiles (non-Jews). Continuing the Old Testament theme, He wants us to be a people set 
apart with hearts that seek after him…..for His purposes.   
 
If one takes the genealogies as being without omission, how many years are there between the time 
of Adam and the time of Christ?  The time of Adam comes to be some 4,000 to 5,000 years before Christ. 
Even with omissions, it is hard to imagine that the time of Adam was significantly more than perhaps 8,000 
years before Jesus. Many evangelicals believe in a “young” earth, i.e. one that is thousands of years old vs. the 
billions of years claimed by the “evolutionists.” 

Assuming closed (or "tight") genealogies in chapters 5 and 11, J. Paul Tanner calculated the Creation as 
having occurred about 4200 B.C., and the Flood about 2550 B.C. 

One can arrange the genealogies in a sequential manner and chart out a time line. The careful recording of 
the age of each man when he fathered the next man in the list strongly suggests that this list is complete. 
Furthermore, the genealogies in 1 Chronicles 1:1-4 and Luke 3:36-38 are identical to the one in Genesis 5. 
There are probably no missing generations 

This puts the Biblical record at incredible variance with the claims of modern science. How do you 
explain/account for that variance? How can the earth only be 6000 years old? Didn’t it take billions of 
years for the Grand Canyon to be formed?  There are good reasons to believe God created the earth with 
age “built in,” i.e. a “mature earth” just as Adam and the trees of Eden had age “built” into them.  There were 
rivers, not springs. The landscape was created mature. 
 
The finality of death caused by sin, and so powerfully demonstrated in the genealogy of Genesis, is in fact not 
so final. Man was not born to die; he was born to live, and that life comes by walking with God……walking 
with God is the key to breaking the chains of the curse. 
 
 


