
Galatians 3a 

How does Paul address the Galatians (v. 1)? He calls them foolish and bewitched. 

These are strong words? Why were they fools in Paul’s eyes? Because of their blurred vision of Jesus and His 
work for them. "Fools" in Scripture are people who disregard God's revelation (Psalm 14:1; Luke 24:25). 

What did he mean by bewitched? Paul didn’t mean this literally, but their thinking was so clouded – and so 
unbiblical – that it seemed that some kind of spell had been cast over them by the false teachers/Judaizers. 

The idea behind “clearly portrayed” is something like “billboarded,” i.e. to publicly display like on a billboard. Paul 
wondered how the Galatians could have missed the message because he certainly made it clear enough to them. 
Paul’s preaching was like setting up billboards of Jesus all over town – if you saw anything, you saw Jesus. 

Paul next askes the Galatians several rhetorical questions (vv. 2-5). They are designed to have a dramatic 
effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer. What rhetorical question did Paul ask the foolish 
Galatians (v. 2)? How did they receive the Holy Spirit?  Through the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  

Another way to say Paul’s message is like this: “You received the greatest gift – the Holy Spirit of God – by faith. Are 
you going on from there, not by faith, but by trusting in your own obedience under the Law of Moses?” 

 What was the deceptive motive of the Judaizers (v. 3)? They claimed not to be opposing Paul but to be 
supplementing his message of salvation by faith by adding works of the flesh and thus bringing his converts to 
perfection by incorporating the best of both worlds. This was indeed foolishness. This deception is cultivated by 
Satan to set our Christian life off-track. If he cannot stop us from being saved by faith, then he will attempt to hinder 
our blessing and growth and maturity by faith. 

What question did Paul ask the foolish Galatians (v. 4)? Was there no value in your past suffering for your 
faith? Was it all for nothing? Were all of those experiences meaningless? Did no good come out of them? His point 
was they should have learned something from their suffering. 

What question did Paul ask the foolish Galatians (v. 5)?  Did God give you His Spirit and do miracles among you 
because you observed the law or because you believed the gospel message? 

Paul repeated the phrase from Galatians 3:2 because he wanted to emphasize there was a choice to be made. 
Which will it be? Do you believe you will be blessed by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Will 
you earn and deserve your blessing from God, or will you believe and receive it? 

Paul next used Abraham as an example of those who are justified and walking by faith. How was Abraham 
made righteous (v. 6)? By his faith, i.e. because he believed God. It was not because he performed some work and 
certainly not because he was circumcised, because the covenant of circumcision had not yet been given. No one 
could say Abraham was made righteous because of his obedience or fulfillment of religious law or ritual. It was 
faith and faith alone that caused God to account Abraham as righteous. 

This quotation from Genesis 15:6 is one of the clearest expressions in the Bible of the truth of salvation by grace, 
through faith alone. It is the gospel in the Old Testament, quoted four times in the New Testament (Romans 
4:3, Romans 4:9-10, Romans 4:22 and here in Galatians 3:6). 

The Judaizers, in emphasizing the Mosaic Law, appealed to Moses frequently. Paul took them back even further in 
their history to "Abraham," the father of the Jewish nation. He cited Genesis 15:6 to prove that God justified 
Abraham by faith, not because he kept the Law.1  

Who are the true children of Abraham (v. 7)? All who believe, whether they are Jews or Gentiles. This was a 
strong rebuke to the Jewish Christians who tried to bring Gentile Christians under the law. They believed they were 
superior because they descended from Abraham and observed the law. Paul said that the most important link to 
Abraham was not the link of genetics and not the link of works, but it is the link of faith. 

This was likewise a great comfort to the Gentile Christians who were regarded as “second class Christians” by 
others. Now they could know that they had a real, important link to Abraham and could consider themselves sons 
of Abraham 
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This blessing of righteousness by faith is for whom (vv. 8-9)? Paul observed that even back in Abraham’s day it 
was clear that this blessing of righteousness by faith was intended for every nation, for Gentiles as well as Jews, 
because God pronounced that in you all the nations shall be blessed (Genesis 12:3). This was an unconditional 
promise that required neither Abraham’s good works nor his legal obedience.  

The blessing we receive along with believing Abraham is not the blessing of fantastic wealth and power, though 
Abraham was extremely wealthy and powerful. The blessing is something far more precious: the blessing of a right 
standing with God through faith. 

What is the consequence of reliance on observing the Law (v. 10)? The Christians from a Jewish background 
who believed Gentiles should still live under the Law of Moses thought that it was a path to blessing. This is a 
reference to legalists who refuse God’s offer of grace and insist on pursuing righteousness through works. Paul 
boldly declared that instead of blessing, living under the works of the law put them under the curse. 

Living under the Mosaic Law did not bring blessing, but "a curse." To obtain God's blessing under the Law, a person 
had to keep it perfectly, and no one could. Even one failure brought God's curse. Paul cited Deuteronomy 27:26, 
which is a passage the legalists would have respected highly. The Law is similar to a chain; one must forge every 
single link securely or it will not support the person who clings to it for salvation (5:3; James 2:10).2  

How is one is justified before God (v. 11)? Not by keeping the Law. Paul had already proven this point by citing 
the life of Abraham (Galatians 3:5-9). Now he brought in a passage from the Old Testament, Habakkuk 2:4, which 
reminds us that the just live by faith and not by law. This quote from Habakkuk is one of the most important and 
most quoted Old Testament statements in the New Testament.  Romans 1:17 Hebrews 10:38; Galatians 3:11 

Habakkuk 2:4 shows that justification by faith has always been God's method. Old Testament saints were not saved 
by keeping the Mosaic Law. They were saved by faith in God as He revealed himself to each of them.3  

What point does Paul make in quoting from Leviticus (v. 12)? Responding to the idea that perhaps both Law 
and faith are necessary for justification, Paul quoted Leviticus 18:5. Law and faith are mutually exclusive ("the Law 
is not based on faith"). They are two entirely different approaches to God. The Law demanded perfect compliance 
but the gospel calls for faith. Law and faith are as different as apples and elephants.4  

The quote from Leviticus 18:5 is clear. If you want to live by the law, you must do it. Not try to do it, not intend to do 
it, and not even want to do it. It is very easy to comfort ourselves with our good intentions which are never enough.  

 Galatians 3:10-12 is the bad news; now Paul begins to explain the good news. What did Jesus do for us (v. 
13)? Because we didn’t perfectly live in obedience to the law, it put us under a curse. But now Jesus has redeemed 
us from the curse of the law. Redeemed has the idea of “buying back” or “purchasing out of.” It isn’t just rescuing; it 
is paying a price to rescue.  

Redemption came from the practices of ancient warfare. After a battle the victors would often capture some of the 
defeated; the poorer ones would usually be sold as slaves, but the wealthy and important men, the men who 
mattered in their own country, were held to ransom. When the people in their homeland had raised the required 
price, they would pay it to the victors and the captives would be set free. The process was called redemption, and 
the price was called the ransom. Redemption here points to the payment of a price that sets sinners free 

Why did He redeem us (v. 14)? Jesus received this curse, which we deserved and He did not, so that we could 
receive the blessing of Abraham, which He deserved and we did not. It would be enough if Jesus simply took away 
the curse we deserved. But He did far more than that; He also gave a blessing that we didn’t deserve. 
 
Christ's death has resulted in two blessings: The "blessing" of justification by faith that Abraham enjoyed has 
become available "to the Gentiles," and the "blessing" of the promised Holy Spirit's ministry to believers (Acts 1:8, 
2:33).5 Note the promise is received (by faith), not earned. These blessings are the epitome of grace! 
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