
Galatians 4a 

Continuing his case for faith over the Mosaic Law, Paul cited an illustration from family life. How does he 
compare a child who is an heir with a slave (v. 1-2)? Think of a wealthy ancient household, with a young boy 
who is destined eventually, when he reaches maturity, to inherit all that his father has. But when the boy is just a 
child, he actually has less day-to-day freedom and authority than a high-ranking slave in the household. He is 
continually told what to do and what not to do. Yet, he is destined to inherit everything and the slave isn’t. 
 
What is the application for us (v. 3)? The “basic principles of the world” refers to the elementary forms of religion. 
For the Jew, that meant being under the law and for the Gentiles it meant being under their old pagan religion (v. 
8). Before coming to Christ, when they were spiritually immature, they were all in bondage to one or the other.  
 
Who provided the solution, when, and what was it (v. 4-5)? At just the right time in God’s redemptive plan, 
when the world was perfectly prepared for God’s work, He sent His Son to redeem/liberate those heirs in bondage. 
Redemption has a dual aspect: it delivers from bondage to the law, and it elevates to the status of adoption as sons. 
 
What is the significance that the Son was born of a woman (v. 4)? The eternal Son of God in heaven added 
humanity to His deity and became a man, born of a woman. And born under the Law (v. 4)? He was subject to the 
Jewish Law.  In order to fulfill it, in order to pay its curse, He had to be subject to it. 
 
What was God’s end game (v. 5)?   We were adopted as sons with full rights of family membership. A 
demonstration of His true and deep love for us. It’s easy to picture someone helping or saving someone, but not 
going so far as to make them a part of the family – but this is what God did for us. Adoption is the most secure 
relationship you can have with your parents. Adoption is an intentional choice made by parents and it is sealed by 
a legal transaction.  

What came with our sonship (v. 6)? God sent the Holy Spirit ("Spirit of His Son") to indwell believers. Our 
relationship with God can now be intimate rather than formal. We can call Him "Abba" which was the affectionate 
address of a small child to his father a sign of intimacy and trust. Similar to the English word “Daddy.” He sent His 
Son that we might have the status of sonship, and He sent His Spirit that we might have an experience of it.” (Stott) 
 
How has the believer’s status changed (v. 7)? First, we are set free from slavery. Then, we are declared sons and 
adopted into God’s family. Then, as sons, we are made heirs -- a beautiful progression. These are all birthrights 
given to us in Jesus. We receive them through Christ. These are things we should be living in and enjoying every 
day of our Christian life. 
 
How did Paul describe their former life (v. 8)? Before conversion, Paul's Gentile readers "were slaves" to 
religious traditions that included counterfeit pagan gods. 
 
What is Paul’s confrontational message (v. 9)? The Galatians have known God and yet now, they are placing 
themselves under bondage. They were in danger of trading their future as an adopted child of God for a return to 
the legalism of a works-based relationship with God. Returning to a system of "weak and miserable principles.” 
 
Paul made an important point when he wrote “or rather are known by God;” it is really more important that God 
knows us (in the sense of an intimate, accepting relationship) than it is that we know God. Remember the terrible 
words of judgment in Matthew 7:21-23: “I never knew you.” 
 
 What were the legalistic acts described by Paul (v. 10)? The false teachers/Judaizers among the Galatians 
demanded the observance of the Mosaic rituals of days and months and seasons and years as if this would lead 
them into a higher plane of spirituality. Yet all these weak and miserable elements of legalism did was to bring 
them into bondage. Legalism caters to and recognizes our flesh by putting the focus on what we achieve for God, 
not on what Jesus did for us. 
 
What was Paul afraid of (v. 11)? Paul despaired that they were going backward, and that much of his labor for 
them was futile and would end up being a wasted effort. They were not acting like heirs of God. "They were 
'dropping out' of the school of grace and enrolling in the kindergarten of Law!"1  

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt%207.21-23


Looking back on all his religious activity before he was truly saved, Paul could say: “I had even then the faith of 
a servant, though not that of a son” which is the best a religious person can attain. 

What was Paul’s personal appeal (v. 12)?  I plead with you to become like me, i.e. delivered from the Law and 
become like the Gentiles – not living under the Law.  Paul was painfully aware that he wasn’t sinlessly perfect 
(Romans 7:15-20).  

In some sense every Christian should be able to say to others, “become like me.” “All Christians should be able to 
say something like this, especially to unbelievers, namely that we are so satisfied with Jesus Christ, with His 
freedom, joy and salvation, that we want other people to become like us.” (Stott) 

What point was Paul making about his illness (v. 13)? Apparently, Paul was compelled to travel into the region 
of Galatia because of some type of physical infirmity he suffered while on his first missionary journey. The 
scriptures don’t tell us what Paul’s infirmity was. God often uses the weak to accomplish His work in order that the 
glory will be His and not man’s. 

How did Paul commend the Galatians (vv. 14-15)? Even though Paul was not a great example of strength and 
power because of his physical infirmity, the Galatians still received him, and they received him honorably because 
they so valued the good news that he brought them. They embraced Paul so generously that they would 
have plucked out their own eyes and given them to Paul if that could somehow meet his need. This affliction may or 
may not have been Paul's "thorn in the flesh" (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).  

 “Since physical infirmity and illness were regarded by Jews and Gentiles alike as a symbol of divine displeasure or 
punishment, there would have been a natural temptation for the Galatians to despise Paul and reject his message.” 
(Fung) This is exactly what the Galatians did not do. Even though Paul seemed weak and afflicted, they embraced 
him and responded to his message of grace and God’s love. 

Why had they lost their joy (v. 15)?  Due to the impact of the legalism which accompanies the “weak and 
miserable” constraints of Judaism. “Legalism does not mean the setting of spiritual standards; it means 
worshipping these standards and thinking we are spiritual because we obey them. It also means judging other 
believers on the basis of these standards.” (Wiersbe) 

What was Paul’s concern (v. 16)? The Galatians should not think that Paul, who once had brought them great joy 
(v. 15), has now become their adversary when he confronted them with the truth. They needed the truth more than 
they needed to feel good about where they were at. 

What is Paul’s warning (vv. 17-18)? Beware of the affection the legalists show you. Their motives were impure 
and not honorable. Paul’s legalistic opponents wanted to draw the Galatian Christians away into their own divisive 
group. They actually wanted to exclude the Galatians from other Christians and to bring them into the “super-
spiritual” group of the legalists. Legalism is almost always associated with some kind of religious bondage. 
 
Paul certainly wasn’t against zeal. He wanted Christians to be zealous in a good thing always recognizing that zeal 
in a bad thing is dangerous. Paul knew this well, because before he became a Christian, he had plenty of zeal; even 
persecuting the church (Acts 7:58-8:4). Later, Paul looked back at that time of great zeal in the service of a lie and 
deeply regretted it (1 Corinthians 15:9, 1 Timothy 1:15). 

How would you characterize Paul’s appeal (vv. 19-20)?  Paul likens himself to a “mother” who gave spiritual 
“birth” to the Galatians (my dear children). Now the Galatians are drifting away from Jesus and to the law. So Paul 
has to labor in birth again, and this is unnatural to have labor pains a second time. Paul will keep laboring until it is 
Christmas for the Galatians, and Jesus is formed in them. The first time there had been a miscarriage; this time he 
longs that Christ will be truly formed in them 

Paul wished two things. First, that he could be present with the Galatians. But he also wished that he did not need 
to speak to them in such strong words, that he could change his tone. Yet their danger of leaving the true gospel has 
made such strong words necessary and has made Paul’s doubts necessary to address. 

                                                             
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Galatians, 2017 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 58 
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