
Genesis 20  

While in Gerar, what did Abraham do—again (v. 2)? He declared Sarah to be his sister. This is Deja Vu all over 
again (12:13). Later, his son Isaac did the same thing with a different Abimelech (26:1–11). The apple doesn’t fall 
far from the tree. 

Was Abraham lying about Sarah being his sister? It was a half-truth. They had the same father. She was his step 
sister. 

Application: Abraham will re-learn that half-truths are lies and they have consequences.  Have you ever told a 
half-truth or embellished something to make yourself look good?  

What did Abimelech do (v. 2)? Took Sarah to be a part of his harem. How old was Sarah at this point? Ninety. 

Sarah was probably a beauty at 65, the last time that Abraham gave her away in chapter 12. Why would 
Abimelech take a 90-year-old, post-menopausal woman to be part of his harem? For political reasons. To 
establish an alliance with powerful Abraham.  He probably thought, “If I have his sister, he will treat me well.  I 
want him on my side.”  He also may have heard of Abraham’s God and figured a relationship with Abraham would 
include his God as a package deal. 

How did God intervene (v. 3)? God spoke to Abimelech in a dream. Even though He wasn’t Abimelech’s God, He 
got Abimelech’s attention! God can overrule the evil of His people, even through the lives of the unregenerate. 

Abraham had again challenged God’s promise of providing an heir by compromising Sarah’s opportunity to bear 
him a son within a year (18:10).  Abraham forced God’s hand. 

When God confronted Abimelech, what was his response to God (v. 5)? He had “a clear conscience and clean 
hands” which God acknowledged (v. 6). But he still needed prayer from Abraham to be allowed to live (v. 7). 
God was gracious with Abimelech and his people (v. 17). In contrast to the Sodomites, this community responded 
positively to God's warnings. 

To which attribute of God was Abimelech appealing (vv. 4-5)? His justice. 

Note: In v. 6 God referred to “sinning against Me” – not against Abraham. That’s the way it always is -- when we sin, 
we sin against God first and foremost. 

How did God protect Sarah (v. 6)? He did not let Abimelech touch her. 

Moses identified Abraham here (v. 7) as a "prophet." This is the first explicit reference to a prophet in the Old 
Testament. The term here denotes a relationship to God more so than an ability to speak for Him.  
 
What did God direct Abimelech to do (v. 7)? Return Sarah to Abraham or you and your family will die. 
 
How quickly after God spoke to him did Abimelech respond (v. 8)? Immediately…. “early the next morning.” 

Why do you think Abimelech called in his officials and told them what had happened before he called in 
Abraham? Perhaps he feared that Abraham would deny having lied to him. This encounter with God potentially 
affected the officials as well—not just Abimelech.  A leader keeps his people informed and involved. He wanted to 
make sure they would be on his side. 

What did this encounter say about Abraham’s character? His faith had a weak spot. He didn’t believe God could 
work in the midst of a pagan people. Therefore he “had to” lie. This incident shows a follower of God in a weak 
moment. 

Fear for his safety evidently led Abraham to act as he did this second time, even though his previous strategy in 
Egypt had been unsuccessful. Even the repeated promises of God did not drive out the fear of potential danger from 
Abraham's heart. God used a pagan king to rebuke the righteous prophet—who had just recently boldly pleaded 
for Sodom—when Abraham's faith failed. 



This incident contrasts God's faithfulness to Abraham with Abraham's unfaithfulness to God (2 Timothy 2:13). God's 
people cannot destroy His ultimate plans for them by failing. Abraham learned that God will maintain His covenant 
and fulfill His promises, in spite of opposition from powerful individuals. 
 
When Abraham was rebuked by Abimelech (vv. 9-10), how did he respond (vv. 11-13)? He made excuses; 
with no remorse or repentance—the same as in chapter 12. He blamed his actions on God. 

Application: It is shameful when a believer is justly rebuked by a pagan man of the world. We should be setting 
the example of honesty and integrity.    

How then did Abimelech respond to Abram’s excuses (vv. 14-16)? He sensed that his plan to take Sarah 
into his harem was wrong (v. 16), so he made amends by giving the patriarch livestock and slaves (v. 14), 
allowing him to live anywhere in his land (v. 15), and giving Abraha a thousand shekels of silver (v. 16). 
 
Application: How does this episode between Abraham and the pagan king Abimelech apply to our behavior 
among non-believers? We should be consistent when interacting with all people. We should display the same 
character and integrity no matter what the environment is. We do not need to fear the unknown or uncertain. We 
should live in such a way that we can never be told by non-Christians, “You have brought great guilt upon me…. 
done things to me that should not be done.”  We need to see encounters with non-Christians as possible divine 
encounters.  Hence the need to pray before going to places where we will be interacting with non-Christians.   

Application: How does God’s response to Abraham pertain to His relationship with us? Just like Abraham, 
our relationship with God is not based on our performance. It is based on His faithfulness and grace. Just like God 
made an unconditional covenant with Abraham so He has made an unconditional covenant with us. The New 
Covenant is an unconditional covenant of pure grace (Hebrews 8:7-13). 

What was Abraham’s “punishment” as a result of this deception (vv. 14, 16)? More wealth -- Sheep, cattle, 
slaves, etc. He lied and he was “rewarded.”  God's promise to bless Abraham (12:2-3) superseded Abraham’s 
behavior and resulted in his material prosperity. 

Did Abraham pay any consequences for his deception? He was shamed in front of Abimelech’s people. He 
suffered a loss of respect among his people (and his wife). He lost the opportunity to have a credible witness to 
Abimelech and his people. Abimelech had a real encounter with Abraham’s God but it wasn’t because of Abraham’s 
influence and it wasn’t life changing.  

When Abraham began to doubt God, thinking less of Him than he should have thought, his view of himself was also 
altered, for he began to think more of himself than was proper. This is “seesaw theology.” 

• As long as our view of God is up, our view of ourselves will be down. God will be sovereign, wise, and holy. 
We will see ourselves as weak, foolish, and sinful. 

• But if our view of God goes down, so that He becomes less than sovereign in our thinking, then our view of 
ourselves will go up and we will begin to imagine that we are able to take care of ourselves. 

How had God brought judgment on Abimelech (v. 18)??  By closing the womb of every woman in his household. 
But at this very time, God was preparing Sarah’s post-menopausal body to receive new life—according to His 
promise. 

How did Abraham respond and what was the result (v. 17)? He prayed and God healed Abimelech, his wife and 
his slave girls so they could have children again. 

What does this chapter tell us about our God? God is not a hands-off spectator on the sidelines of history. He is 
not sitting on His porch observing our lives and rewriting the plan as we make mistakes. His sleeves are rolled up 
and He’s involved in our lives in a hands-on fashion. He can and will redeem the evil or mistakes of His people. “And 
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
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