
Genesis 21  

What do vv. 1-2 tell us about the nature of God? He is faithful. He is sovereign. He is powerful. He is a promise 
keeper, “….as He had said…. “what He had promised…..at the very time God had promised”.  It was God who promised 
the child and the child was delivered right on schedule—God’s schedule. 

Application: God’s purposes are never delayed, nor are they ever defeated by man’s sin, nor were they ever 
dependent on Abraham and Sarah’s performance. God’s purposes are certain. What God has promised, He will 
accomplish. What promises from God are especially meaningful to you? Does His faithfulness to Abraham 
and Sarah encourage you? 

The heir/the promised child arrived. How did Abraham choose his name (v. 3)? He didn’t choose the name. 
God told him to name the child Isaac (Genesis 17:19). 

This was the second time Sarah has laughed (v. 6). Was there anything different about her laughter this 
time? Her previous laughter of unbelief/skepticism (18:12) had changed to laughter of joy. Her heart had changed. 

What impact do you think this birth experience had on Sarah? This was a faith-building experience for her. It 
made her realize that her God was bigger that she thought. A baby turns the world upside down for every 
mother—certainly for this mother, at this age, and after all these years of waiting. 

Application:  A woman past menopause; a couple that has been infertile for decades; it is very unlikely that they 
would ever have children; but they did! Do you believe there is something in your life that is too difficult for 
the Lord to do? 

 
Abraham threw a feast for Isaac when he was about three years old. Ishmael was mocking the boy. How did 
Sarah respond (v. 10)?  She insisted that Abraham send both Hagar and Ishmael away. Why? Jealousy and a 
protective instinct. She saw Ishmael as a threat to Isaac’s inheritance. She took matters into her own hands once 
again. What was Abraham’s response to Sarah’s demand (v. 11)? Distressed. Distraught. Ishmael loved his son. 

With the benefit of hindsight, what might have been a better response to an angry wife? Abraham should 
have provided the loving leadership that Sarah needed at this time. He should have taken her into his arms and 
said, “Let’s pray through this Sarah and ask God for guidance.” 

What was God’s response to Abraham’s distress (v. 12)? God instructed Abraham to do what Sarah told him to 
do, reassuring Abraham that His plan would not be altered; that the inheritance would still come through Isaac. 

Why do you think He did this? Sarah’s demands lined up with His desires/will for Ishmael. Once the promised 
child was received, Abraham and Sarah, rejoicing in God’s miraculous provision, had to avoid any possible threat to 
Isaac’s inheritance. Because God chose one son, His choice had to be protected. Abraham and Sarah had to expel 
Ishmael and remove the threat. 

How did God console Abraham (vv. 12-13)?  With two promises:  
• What was the promise for Abraham? “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 

• What was the promise for Ishmael? “I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, 
because he is your offspring.” 

Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael off into the wilderness again, where, for the second time, God met with 
Hagar (16:7-12). This time whose cries caught God’s attention (v. 17)? Ishmael’s. How did God answer his 
cries (v. 19)? Concretely, by showing his mother Hagar a well nearby.  

What promise did God make to Hagar to console her (v. 18)? He would make her son into a great nation. 

Who were Ishmael’s descendants? Several of the Arab nations that have ever since been the chief enemies of the 
Israelites. Why did God promise to bless Ishmael? As a descendant of Abraham, Ishmael was the object of God’s 



special care. In Genesis 21:13 God said, “because he is your offspring.” God made a covenant to bless Abraham’s 
descendants—which included Ishmael. His promise was unconditional. 

In addition to the inheritance issue, why was it necessary for Hagar and Ishmael to leave Abraham’s 
household? Why else would God require that Ishmael be sent away? Perhaps, the greatest test of Abraham's 
faith, as a man who trusted God, is going to take place in the next chapter when God tells him to take Isaac up on 
Mount Moriah and offer him as a sacrifice. If Abraham had another son at home, it would not have been as great a 
challenge to his faith and trust in God. But now the door has been shut forever to Ishmael. Perhaps the Lord was 
setting up Abraham for this upcoming test of faith. 

God is saying, “I want you to live life without a safety net Abraham. I’m getting Ishmael out of here. There will be no 
Plan B, no other options. There will be no fallback position. It’s a walk of faith Abraham. Trust me.” 

Application: How is this relevant today in our lives? What’s your fallback position if God doesn’t come 
through for you? If you don’t get the job you wanted? If a relationship disintegrates? 

Note Peter’s comments in John 6:66-69. “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him. ‘You do not want to leave too, do you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’” Peter had no fall 
back plan….no option B. God wants us to live life without a safety net – and trust Him. God wants to be our fallback 
position. 

When did we last see Abimelech?  Chapter 20.  Why would Abimelech want to make a treaty with Abraham 
(vv. 23-30)? Abimelech sought a bilateral treaty with Abraham for his own protection because he never wanted to 
go to battle against him. He realized how big Abraham’s God was. To fight Abraham was to attack Abraham’s God 
and to have to contend with Him. On the other hand, to have an alliance with Abraham was to have God on his side.  

Abimelech pressed for the treaty so that Abraham would not deal falsely with him (21:23). All Abimelech knew of 
Abraham was that (a) God blessed him (v. 22) and (b) he was deceptive (v. 23). Abimelech needed the security of a 
binding treaty. 

Was it right for Abraham to make a treaty with Abimelech—a pagan? Did Abraham consult God?  

Abimelech recognized the greatness of Abraham’s God but did he express any personal interest in knowing 
Abraham’s God? No. Abraham is still paying the consequences of his first encounter with Abimelech in Chapter 20. 
He forfeited the opportunity to witness effectively to Abimelech. Abraham suffered a loss of respect among the 
people of Abimelech. He developed no trust or credibility with them.  There was no friendship evangelism going on 
here. 

Application: When do we forfeit the opportunity to share spiritual truth? When does our behavior 
compromise our witness?  When our walk doesn’t match our talk. When hypocrisy is evident in our lives.  When 
the people around us fail to see anything different about us.  

How was the treaty ratified (vv. 27-30)? In making the treaty (covenant) Abraham gave Abimelech both sheep 
and cattle (21:27; the reverse in 20:14), including seven ewe lambs (21:29–30).  

What were the terms of the treaty/covenant (vv. 23, 30)? It was an agreement to live in peace and show 
kindness to one another (v. 23). It also forced Abimelech to legally recognize that this well at Beersheba belonged 
to Abraham (vv. 30–31). 

What was the significance of Abraham planting a tree (v. 33)? Tamarisk trees were long-lived and evergreen.  
By planting such a tree, Abraham indicated his determination to stay in that region. Planting the tamarisk tree was 
the symbolic equivalent of building an altar. Abraham called upon the name of the Lord there.   Dwelling under 
one’s tree was a sign of peaceful security (Zechariah 3:10). 
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