
Genesis 9 
 

After disembarking from the ark, the first thing Noah did was to build an altar (8:20). After repeating the 
terms of His earlier promise (8:21), what was the first thing God did (v. 1)?  He blessed Noah and his sons.   
 
What message did that send to Noah? It was a message of encouragement; God was pleased with Noah.  Noah 
was starting a new life in a new place; God wanted to start him off right.  God honored Noah’s obedience which was 
an indicator of a right heart before God.  The same principle applies to us as well.  

What command did God give Noah (v. 1)? “Be fruitful and. increase in number…”  He will later repeat the same 
command in v. 7. Repetition in the Bible = emphasis.  

Where have we heard that command before? The same command was given to Adam and Eve (1:28).  

Note that, in the wake of Adam’s failure, God didn’t give Noah any “performance expectations” type of instructions, 
no “lessons learned” package, in order to avoid a repeat scenario. 

What does the absence of specific performance expectations tell us about our God? What is the message? 
He gives Adam (and us) great freedom to choose/make moral choices.  The message is, “Enjoy life, enjoy me and do 
the right thing.”  We see here a glimpse of God’s grace. He is interested in our hearts not our performance.   
 
How did man’s relationship with the animals change (v. 2)? He gave man dominion over the animals. All 
animals will now fear man.  
 
What change did God institute (v. 3)? Animals now become a food source. 
 
What restrictions did God place on Noah (v. 4)?  No eating of blood.  Why not? What is God’s perspective on 
blood? Blood is a big deal to God; it represents life and life belongs to God (the author of life). Leviticus 3:17; 7:26-
27; 19:26; Deuteronomy 12:23-25). God prohibited the eating of animal blood to instill respect for the sacredness 
of life.  God’s message is clear, “When it comes to blood, don’t shed it (innocent blood) and don’t eat it.”  
  
What is the message of vv. 5-6?  Because man is made in the image of God, his life is inherently precious and 
cannot be taken without giving account to God. The sanctity of human life in the eyes of God is obvious.  When 
murder is committed, the death penalty is in order. 
 
Why is capital punishment instituted? Man’s sinful tendencies are kept in check by fear of the consequences. For 
this reason, God instituted capital punishment as a deterrent, a gracious restraint upon man’s sinful tendency 
toward violence. Any society which loses its reverence for life (e.g. abortion, elderly assisted suicide, etc.) cannot 
endure long. The institution of capital punishment presupposes the establishment of governmental authority. It 
would be chaos if anyone and everyone avenged a murder. Only duly appointed governments may do so. 
 
Often, today, people who believe in capital punishment argue for it on the basis of passages that commanded the 
Israelites to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, etc. (Exodus 21:23-25; Deuteronomy 19:21). However, 
that was Mosaic legislation, and Christ ended the Law when He died on the cross (Romans 10:4; et al.). A better 
basis for capital punishment is this Noahic legislation.  
 
In its original languages, the Bible makes a distinction between killing and murder. Not all killing is murder, 
because there are cases where there is just cause for killing (self-defense, capital punishment with due process of 
law, killing in a just war). There are other instances where killing is accidental. This is killing, but not murder. 
 
After the promise of 8:21 was made, we now see the actual formal covenant established (vv. 9-11).  Who 
was it made between?  God and Noah and all future generations and all animals (“every living creature”).  What 
was the promise of the covenant (v. 11)?  “Never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
 



Note that He said that the rainbow would remind Him of His promise; it was primarily a reminder to God and 
secondarily to human beings. Finally, this covenant is unconditional (v. 9), universal (v. 11), and everlasting (v. 12). 
The fulfillment of the covenant rested entirely with God and not with Noah.  
What was the sign of the covenant (v. 13)?  The rainbow.  
 
What was the purpose of the sign (vv. 14-16)? Signs remind participants in a covenant to keep the stipulations. 
In the rainbow, God, who is omniscient, perpetually reminds Himself never to flood the whole world again. 
 
The rainbow was also for the people’s benefit as well.  Every time we see a rainbow, we should remember the 
faithfulness of God and that every one of His promises is backed by this same faithfulness.  The rainbow serves as a 
reminder of God’s nature/character.   
 
What distinguishes this Covenant from all the other Old Testament covenants is its universal perspective. It is 
God's commitment to all of humanity and the surviving animal population. It wasn’t limited to the Jewish nation. 
 
After the flood, Noah began to farm the land by planting a vineyard (v. 20). The result of his toil was the fruit of the 
vine -- wine. Noah, a man who walked with God, a righteous man, blameless in his time, proceeded to do 
what?  Get drunk.  How could this righteous, blameless man do that?  He is a product of the fall just like the rest 
of us.  The flood may have wiped out a lot of stuff but it had no effect on his sinful nature.  
 
Evidently Noah became so drunk that he took off all his clothes and then passed out naked in his tent. Noah's 
shame was not that he drank wine but that he drank to excess and thereby lost self-control that resulted in 
immodesty.   

How did the sons react to their naked father (vv. 22-23)?   While Shem and Japheth refused to go inside, Ham 
had no reservations about entering the tent. In the Old Testament, to see someone naked was to bring shame and 
dishonor upon them. Whatever the failing of Noah, he was inside his own tent, in privacy (9:21). That is the way 
Shem and Japheth wanted it. Ham entered in, violating the principle of privacy, yet not to assist his father but to be 
amused at his expense. Literally, the ancient Hebrew says that Ham “told with delight” what he saw in his father’s 
tent. Ham did nothing to preserve the dignity of his father. He determined to mock him as his father and undermine 
his authority as a man of God.  

Shem and Japheth did it right. They covered their dad, preserving his dignity. They honored him. What were the 
consequences for Ham (v. 25)? Noah cursed Ham’s son Canaan with slavery -- to his brothers Shem and Japheth. 
 
Why did God curse Canaan for the sin of Ham? Beyond this, why did God curse the Canaanites, a nation, for 
the sin of one man?  We don’t know. Though we are not told the exact sin of Ham, we do know that it was 
reprehensible enough for God to curse the line of his son Canaan. But Ham had other sons.  Noah’s curse only fell 
on a small segment of Ham’s descendants and not on a possible third of the human race. The Canaanites are now 
extinct. 
 
The world seems all set for a new start. The slate has been wiped clean, and we hope that the pre-flood mistakes of 
mankind will not be repeated. But no sooner is the blessing pronounced and the eternal covenant confirmed than 
man lapses again. Man’s sinful nature is still alive and well. 
 

Remember: We are dealing with the beginnings of the repopulating of the globe. This episode shows that there are 
great consequence to sin and a sinful attitude. These sons and grandsons of Noah would shape future generations 
by their attitudes toward sin and righteousness.  Starting out, there is no place for behavior that runs contrary to 
God’s desire/design. 
 
Application:  Most of us tend to think of godliness in terms of the sins we commit or don’t commit. This account 
informs us that one test of Christian character is our response to the sins of others. Ham was seemingly amused by 
Noah’s sin, rather than appalled by it. Isn’t that what happens in our living rooms on our TV’s or on other social 
media? Even abnormal and perverted conduct has become routine to us. We do not find horror in sin, but 
humor/enjoyment.  We are a part of a society that senses no shame and no shock at moral and sexual indecency.   


