
Ephesians 2:11-22   
 
Who are the people Paul is addressing (v. 11)?  Gentile believers.  What is Paul’s message to them (v. 1)? 
Remember where you came from. Paul is reminding them of their spiritual heritage. They were outcasts, despised 
by the Jews, referred to by the derogatory term “uncircumcised” which was an ethnic slur, similar to the names 
that people use today for despised nationalities. This hatred between Jews and Gentiles was one of the greatest 
racial and religious difference the world has ever known.1  

 
What was their former spiritual status (v. 12)?  They had been in a desperate place, separate from Christ, 
excluded from the family of God. and having no hope.  The Gentiles were on the outside, looking in; they did not 
“belong.” They were spiritually dead, without access to God that the Jews enjoyed. Someone has described their 
future as a night without a star.  
 
The words, “But now” (v. 13), signal another abrupt transition (2:4) which was what? Because of the death 
and shed blood of Jesus Christ, the Ephesian Gentiles are no longer far off. They have been rescued from that place 
of distance and alienation, and have been elevated to a position of nearness to God. This was brought about at the 
time of their conversion. From then on, they were as near to God as Christ is, because they were in Christ Jesus.  
 
The cost of effecting this marvelous change was the blood of Christ. Before these Gentile sinners could enjoy the 
privilege of nearness to God, they had to be cleansed from their sins. Only the blood of Christ shed at Calvary could 
do this. When they received the Lord Jesus by a definitive act of faith, all the cleansing value of His precious blood 
was credited to their account.2 

 
Application:  What are we supposed to remember? The spiritual depths we came from.  Remember what we 
were before God rescued us.  What should that create within us? A sense of humility and gratitude. 
 
How is Christ described (v. 14)? Jesus Himself is our peace; He hasn’t simply made peace between God and man 
and Jew and Gentile; He is our peace. 
 
What did Jesus do (v. 14)?  Made Jew and Gentile one. The work of Jesus on the cross is the common ground of 
salvation for both Jew and Gentile. And there is no longer any dividing wall between Jew and Gentile. Jesus broke 
that wall down. Now there is a new society, where there is neither Jew nor Gentile but Christians. Up until New 
Testament times, all the world was divided into two classes—Jew and Gentile. Our Savior has introduced a third—
the church of God (1 Corinthians 10:32); a totally new entity; not merely a modification of Judaism 
 
Strictly speaking, it is not accurate even to speak of them as Jewish Christians or Gentile Christians. All fleshly 
distinctions, such as nationality, were nailed to the cross.3 

 
What was the barrier (v. 14) between Jew and Gentile before Christ? “The dividing wall of hostility.”  
This has often been illustrated by the wall which restricted non-Jews to the Court of the Gentiles in the temple 
area.4 But it seems most probable that Paul had in mind a spiritual, rather than a physical barrier, that had 
separated Jews and Gentiles since Abraham's time. 
 
This verse is a strong testimony to the fact that with the death of Jesus Christ, God began dealing with humankind 
on a different basis than He had in the past. He now stopped working with and though the Jews, and Judaism, 
primarily (though temporarily (Romans 11:25). Instead, He began dealing with Jews and Gentiles on the same 
basis, namely: faith in His Son.5  
 
How did Christ knock down the barrier and reconcile Jew and Gentile to God (vv. 15-16)?  “By abolishing in 
his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.”  When Jesus Christ died, He died to pay the penalty of the 
law that had been broken. He thus completely satisfied the righteous demands of God. The Cross satisfied God's 
justice.  He fulfilled all the requirements of the Mosaic Law thus ending the Mosaic Law as God’s rule of life for the 
Jews. The word "abolished" (Gr. kataresas) means "rendered inoperative." The Mosaic Law had been the cause of 
the barrier between Jews and Gentiles with its dietary distinctions and laws requiring separation. Now the law has 



nothing more to say to those who are “in Christ”; the penalty has been paid for them in full. Believers are not under 
law but under grace. 
 
As a result of abolishing the hostility stirred up by the law, the Lord has been able to usher in a new creation. He 
has made in Himself “one new man out of the two”— that is, from believing Jew and believing Gentile, He made the 
church. The church is new; it is not a continuation of the Israel of the OT. It is something entirely distinct from 
anything that has preceded it or that will ever follow it.  The cross is God’s answer to racial discrimination, 
segregation, anti-Semitism, bigotry, and every form of strife between men.6 

 
God never needed to be reconciled to us; He never hated us. But we needed to be reconciled to Him. The work of 
our Lord on the cross provided a righteous basis on which we could be brought into His presence as friends, not as 
foes.7 

 
What did Jesus do (v. 17)? Not only is Jesus Christ our peace (v. 14), but He also preached a message of peace, i.e., 
the Gospel to both Gentiles (far away) and Jews (near).  The word "peace" here refers to reconciliation with God. 
 
What was the result of Christ’s work (v. 18)?  As a result of the Cross, both Jewish and Gentile believers have 
"access" at any time to God the Father by the Holy Spirit; this serves as proof that peace now exists between 
members of the one Body and God. Formerly, access to God was through Judaism, but now it is "through Christ.” 
We no longer have to use the High Priest as our mediator. Jesus is now our Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14). 
 

Application:  Talk to him any time, any place.  All of us have access 24/7. You don’t have to go to church to talk to 
God.  
   
What are the new privileges of believing Gentiles (v. 19)?  Because of this union of Jew and Gentile in the 
church they “are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people.” Gentiles are now members of 
the household of God (the church).  i.e., they are no longer considered as second-class citizens; everyone is equal at 
the foot of the cross / in the sight of God. They are not only full citizens, but also full and equal members of 
God’s household. 
 
Church is a community of people but Paul likens it to a building. How is the “church” constructed (v. 20)? It 
is “Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.” The 
apostles laid the foundation. At the time Paul wrote, the "cornerstone" was the most important stone in the 
foundation of a building. It was the stone placed at the extreme corner by which the builder squared up every other 
stone, including the other foundation stones. This stone is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11; 1 Peter 2:6-7).8 

 
What would the new temple look like that Paul is talking about (v. 21)?  It is a spiritual building – a holy 
temple spread over all the earth; its individuals making up a community.  The individual stones represent 
believers, both Jewish and Gentile. Christ can be thought of as the mortar holding the stones together.  Paul 
pictured the church as being under construction ("the whole building is joined together"), with God adding new 
believers constantly (4:15-16; 1 Peter 2:5).9  
 
What is Paul’s final word to the Gentiles (v. 22)? In this wonderful holy temple (the body of believers), believing 
Gentiles (“you too”) have an equal place with believing Jews. Together they form a “dwelling place in which God lives 
by His Spirit.” This is the purpose of the holy temple—to provide a place where God can live in fellowship with His 
people (2 Corinthians 6:16). All Christians are part of one great "holy temple": the church universal. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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