
Colossians 3:18-4:18 
 
What are God’s instructions to Wives (v. 18)? Paul's point was that a wife should always relate to her husband as 
God's appointed leader. This subjection rests on what God has designed for the optimally functioning marriage, not 
signaling any message of any inferiority on her part in spirituality, intelligence, worth, or anything else. 
 
According to God’s plan, the husband is the head of the home. The woman has been given the place of submission to 
her husband. She is not to dominate or to lead, but to follow his leadership, whenever she can do so without 
compromising her loyalty to Christ. There are, of course, instances in which the woman cannot obey her husband 
and still be faithful to Christ. In such an instance, her first loyalty is to the Lord Jesus. 
 
What are God’s instructions to Husbands (v. 19)? "Husbands" have two responsibilities toward their wives. First, 
they must "love" them, rather than treating them as subjects. Loving here involves doing what is best for the one 
loved, sacrificing self-interests for those of the one loved (John 15:13), and behaving unselfishly (1 Corinthians 13). 
The Greek word translated "love" is agapao, the "all give" type of love, not phileo, the "give and take" type, nor erao, 
the "all take" type. Second, husbands must not allow a harsh or cross attitude to develop toward their wives.  
 
If these simple precepts were followed, many of the problems of married life would disappear, and homes would be 
happier. Actually, no wife would be likely to object to submitting to a “tender-warrior” husband who truly loves her. 
 
What are God’s instructions to Children (v. 20)? In all ages, families have been held together by two simple 
principles—authority and obedience. Here we have the latter. Notice that this obedience is to be in everything. This 
means not only in the things that they like doing, but also in those which are not so enjoyable (Exodus 20:12). 
 
What are God’s instructions to Fathers (v. 21)? While children must obey both parents, the father has the primary 
responsibility for his children as head of the household. What is in view here, with the words "do not embitter," is the 
habitual provoking of children by insensitive parents, especially fathers. Constant irritation causes children to 
become discouraged, sullen, angry and even hateful. 
 

Note that no corresponding instructions are given to mothers. Why might that be? 
 
It is interesting to note the amount of space devoted in the New Testament to slaves. It is also interesting that there 
is no express prohibition against slavery in the New Testament. The gospel does not overthrow social institutions 
by revolution. However, wherever the gospel has gone, slavery has been uprooted and eliminated.1 
 
What are God’s instructions to Slaves (v. 22)? “Obey your earthly masters in everything.” Not only when they’re 
watching and not just to look good. But with the right heart and a desire to please the Lord with their work ethic. 
Remember who you are ultimately serving. 
 
Note also that Paul did not argue for the abolition of slavery, but urged Christian slaves to behave as Christians within 
that social structure. Paul's view was this: It is more important for Christians to carry out their mission as Christians, 
in whatever social conditions they find themselves, than it is to make changing those conditions their primary 
concern (1 Corinthians 7:20-22). In spiritual matters, the slave and his master were equal brothers in Christ. 
 
How does Paul tell the slaves to work (v. 23)? We are always tempted to work just as hard as we have to, thinking 
we only have to please man. But God wants every worker to see that ultimately, they work for Him. Therefore, they 
should work hard and not be lazy. 
 
What should be the slave’s motive when it comes to work (v. 24)?  God promises to reward those who work with 
the right heart, i.e. the one who recognizes he is serving the Lord. 
 
What is Paul’s warning to slaves (v. 25)? While working hard for the Lord results in a reward, slipshod service, 
cheating, loafing, or other forms of dishonesty will not go unnoticed and will also inevitably result in negative 
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consequences. Paul did not specify what these consequences would be, but most likely they would include the lack 
of a reward at least, or punishment at most (Matthew 25:14-30). Furthermore, the Judge will be impartial. He will 
not show favoritism.  
 
 What are God’s instructions to Masters (4:1)? "Masters" should remember that they too have a “Master" in 
heaven. They should not withhold from their slaves a proper wage, but should pay them well for the work they have 
done. Principles for Christian masters/slaves may be applied today to Christian employers and their subordinates. 
 
Paul exhorts his readers to do what (v. 2)? To be diligent and devoted in their prayer life. Prayer includes 
acknowledging our total dependence on God, calling on Him to work, and expressing our faith in Him. The Christian 
who does not pray is demonstrating independence from God (John 15:5) and is working in his own strength. 
 
Not only are we to devote ourselves to prayer, but we are also to be watchful in it. This immediately reminds us of 
the Lord Jesus’ request to the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation” (Matthew 26:41) They were not vigilant/watchful, and so fell sound asleep.  
 
And be thankful! Paul’s repeated emphasis on thanksgiving makes Colossians one of the most "thankful" books in 
the New Testament (1:3, 12; 2:7; 3:17; 4:2). They (and we) have much to be thankful for.  Such as?  
 
What did Paul ask the Colossians to do for him (vv. 3-4)?  He asked them to pray that God would give him and 
his companions opportunities for evangelism (“open a door for our message”). Paul also asked that when these 
opportunities came, he would be able to present clearly the "mystery of Christ" (1:26-27) which is the gospel.  This 
should be the prayer of every Christian who seeks to make Christ known. Note that Paul had greater concern about 
getting the gospel out than he had with getting himself out of prison. 
 
How are we to act toward outsiders (v. 5)? We should be wise. In our everyday behavior, we should realize that 
we are being carefully watched by unbelievers. The world is more interested in our walk than in our talk. As someone 
once said: “I’d rather see a sermon, than hear one, any day.”  
 
“Make the most of every opportunity”…… Every day of our lives, we face opportunities for witnessing to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. As these opportunities come along, we should be ready to snap them up. “Be prepared 
in season and out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Peter 3:15).   
 
How did Paul change his perspective next (v. 6)? He turned from addressing his readers' walk to their talk. What 
comes out of a believer’s mouth reflects what is inside the believer’s heart (Matthew 15:18).  Our conversation should 
be marked by grace, i.e. courteous, humble and Christlike. And seasoned with salt, i.e. appealing, genuine and 
wholesome. Why? So that we will know how to answer everyone (1 Peter 3:15). Our speech should be free from 
gossip, frivolity, uncleanness, and sarcasm. 
 
CONCLUSION (vv. 7-18) Paul concluded this epistle with personal information (sending greetings from several) and 
instructions. He did this to bond his readers more tightly to the body of Christ, from which they were in danger of 
separating due to the influence of the false teachers. Evidently, he sent many personal greetings because he had many 
friends in Colosse. Paul set an example for mature interpersonal relations. He remembered his friends and 
companions, and he expressed genuine concern for them. 
 
How did Paul conclude his letter (v. 18)? Paul normally used a secretary to write his letters, and then added a 
personal word at the end—in his own handwriting—to authenticate his authorship (Galatians 6:11). Here he 
requested his readers' prayers for him in his house arrest ("Remember my chains") in Rome (vv. 3-4). The sound of 
pen and chains together is the final sign that the preacher’s chains cannot bind the Word of God. Finally, he wished 
that God's continuing unmerited favor would be real and evident in their lives (1:2): "Grace be with you." A. T. 
Robertson writes: “There is no richer word than the word ‘grace,’ for it carries in it all of God’s love as seen in the gift 
of His Son for us.”2 

 
2 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 2019). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/blvrcomm?ref=Bible.Col4.18&off=0&ctx=+have+done+with+it.%0a~4%3a18+At+this+point%2c+

