
Genesis 6 

Chapter 6 opens with a controversial passage (vv. 1-4) ……”The sons of God married the daughters of men.” 
There are two main interpretations: 

View 1: The Merging of the Godly Sethites with the Ungodly Cainites   
The “sons of God” are generally said to be the godly men from the line of Seth. The “daughters of men” are 
thought to be the daughters from the ungodly line of Cain. Mixing and marrying good guys and bad girls is 
not a good combination and doesn’t produce Godly offspring.   
 
View 2: The Fallen Angel Interpretation 
The phrase “sons of God” refers to angelic creatures when it is used the three other times in the Old 
Testament. According to this view, the “sons of God” of verses 2 and 4 are fallen angels, which have taken 
the form of masculine, human-like creatures. These angels married women of the human race and the 
resulting offspring of this unholy union were the Nephilim who were giants/freaks of nature, ungodly and 
violent men.   
 
Whatever view one takes of the details, it is clear that these verses show how wicked the human race had 
become, and that death was its deserving punishment, thus justifying the flood. One writer expressed his 
frustration as follows: "What does Moses mean?  I do not know, and I do not believe anyone knows. So far 
as I am concerned, this passage is unintelligible."   
 
As God looked at the state of mankind, what was His attitude toward his creation (vv. 1-7)? The 
Lord was grieved and disgusted with the moral degradation of the human race. God was sorry that He had 
made humankind. He was heartbroken. Why was He heartbroken?  Because He loved mankind (John 
3:16) and He saw His creation destroying themselves in sin. They didn’t choose Him.  They generally did 
not want a relationship with Him. They insisted on living life independently of Him and in a state of 
rebellion.  This condition was all a product of sin entering the world in chapter 3. 
 
“Every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time” (v. 5). There was no 
alternative except to start over. And note that even when God did so, by choosing Noah and his family to 
be the lone survivors of the flood, he characterized them after the flood with the same statement (8:21). 
What is the significance of that fact? 
 
What were the 120 years (v. 3)? The years that God would give mankind before the judgment of the 
flood. He would not allow the human race to stay in this rebellious place forever, “My Spirit will not 
contend with man forever.”  
 
What primary sin of man is in view here (v. 5)? Pride -- which is manifested in man’s rebellion and 
independent spirit toward God. God today must likewise be grieved as he looks at the downward moral 
spiral of our world. 
 
Application:  The people insisted on living life independently of God.  Can you see that tendency in 
your own life?   
 
Moses paints a very bleak picture of the moral state of mankind.  But all is not lost. God always 
provides a remnant to carry out His purposes.  in the midst of this moral decadence there is a 
bright light (vv. 8-10). Who is that? Noah. 
 
What was God’s perspective on Noah (vv. 8-9)? How is Noah described?  Noah found favor in the eyes 
of God.   "Favor" equals "grace." God bestowed His grace on Noah. This is the first mention of this word in 
the Old Testament, though we have seen many examples of God's grace thus far.  Noah was the one 
exception to universal godlessness. Noah was declared to be righteous. He was blameless among his 
contemporaries and he walked with God.   
 



Why was Noah declared to be righteous (v. 9)?  Was it because he was obedient and built an ark? 
Noah was declared to be righteous here before he built the ark. He was declared to be righteous because 
of his faith – just like Abraham (15:6).  Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah…….. built an ark to save his family. By 
his faith he became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  
 
How would you define righteousness?  A right relationship of humility and obedience toward God.  It is 
a relationship of the heart.   

 
How can we get to become righteous like Noah?  Romans 3:21-22: “But now a righteousness from God, 
apart from law, has been made known…… This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe.” Our righteousness comes from our faith just like Noah and Abraham. Their faith was a 
faith that looked forward to the Cross; ours is a faith that looks back at the Cross. 
 
Based on the fall, we know Noah is not sinless.  What does it mean that Noah was blameless (v. 9)?  
His contemporaries were unable to find any fault with his actions/behavior/the way he lived his life.   
 
How does the Bible describe the condition of the world at this time (v. 11)? Corrupt in God's sight 
and full of violence.  
 
In the midst of the corruption and violence God had a plan (vv. 13-22). Did God keep his plan a 
secret from Noah? No, God revealed His plan concerning the flood to Noah; He did not conceal His 
purposes from Noah.  Noah knew why he was building an ark.  He didn’t know all details – e.g. it hadn’t 
rained yet in the history of the world.  But he knew he was going to be saved through the ark.  
 
Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5), yet in his 120-year ministry it seems that no 
one was saved.  How do you explain that? That is a testimony to the depraved moral and spiritual state 
of the world. 
  
What was the major promise God made to Noah (v. 18)?  I will establish my covenant with you and 
your family.  (We will see the specific details of the covenant in chapter 9.) 
 
What did God direct Noah to bring into the Ark (vv. 19-21)? Two of every kind of living creature, both 
male and female and food for the animals and his family. 

How did Noah get them to enter the ark (v. 20)? Ring a bell? Blow a whistle? God directed the 
animals; they “will come to you to be kept alive.” 

God revealed His plan and gave Noah his marching orders.  What was Noah’s response (v. 22)? 
Unquestioning obedience. We can see Noah's faith in his complete obedience to God even though he faced 
many obstacles. 

As we look at Noah, what are some lessons we can learn from this man and his interaction with his 
world and his God?  In the face of solitary goodness, he was the one saint of that day. It is possible, 
therefore, to be good/to do the right thing even though we have to stand alone in this sea of iniquity; we 
don’t have to be influenced by our world. It is possible to be right with God even amidst surrounding 
iniquity. God is the same today as He was to Noah, and if only we are willing to fulfill the conditions/live 
obedient lives we too shall walk with God and please Him.  One person obediently standing alone for God 
can make a difference. Our environment does not have to determine our future. 

 
What insights does this passage gives us about our God?  What is our God like? How would you 
describe His nature, His character traits, how He relates to His people? He is a just God; the flood is a 
clear act of judgment on a rebellious world. He is a holy God and because He is holy; He must react against 
sin. He is a God of grace, mercy and love. He is an emotional being – He grieves.  He is not unfeeling in the 
face of human sin and rebellion; it breaks His heart.  When we sin, it creates the same emotion in our God.  
 


