
1 Corinthians 15:29-58 
 
What is Paul referring to when he mentions the practice of being baptized for the dead (v. 29)? This verse is 
one of the most difficult and obscure verses in all the Bible. Paul was addressing those who denied the Resurrection. 
Paul’s point is, “If there is no resurrection, why are these people being baptized for the dead? What is the point if 
there is no life after death?”  
 
The Mormon practice of baptism for the dead – erroneously based on this passage – is neither Scriptural nor sensible. 
 
What is Paul’s questioning logic (v. 30)? If there is no resurrection, why did Paul endure so many hardships and 
dangers in his ministry and place his life in jeopardy for the gospel?  
 
What is Paul’s point in v. 31? His statement may be paraphrased: “As surely as I rejoice over you as my children in 
Christ, every day of my life I am exposed to death.1 And why would I do that if  I wasn’t convinced of the resurrection.  
 
What does Paul recall from his past (v. 32)? He describes his conflict with very hostile, wicked, human adversaries 
in Ephesus. (Roman citizens did not fight with animals in the arenas.) The apostle would have been foolish to engage 
in such dangerous warfare if he were not assured of resurrection from the dead. It would have been much wiser and 
easier for him to adopt the philosophy: “If the dead do not rise, Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”  
 
What Biblical principle does Paul set forth (v. 33)? Evil company corrupts good habits. Paul is referring to the 
false teachers (“bad company”) who had come into the church at Corinth, denying the resurrection. The Christians 
(“good character”) should realize that it is impossible to associate with evil people or evil teachings without being 
corrupted by them. Evil doctrine inevitably has an effect on one’s life. False teachings do not lead to holiness.2 
 
How did Paul direct the Corinthians to live their lives (v. 34)? Rather than living for the present, the Corinthians 
needed to start thinking correctly; they needed to "stop sinning", and fulfill their present purpose, namely: to 
propagate the gospel. Their sin was denying the resurrection. It was to the shame of the Corinthians that they had 
members of their church who still "were ignorant of God," since they had much knowledge of God (1:5; 8:1). These 
were not true believers, but wolves in sheep’s clothing, false teachers (bad company) who had crept in unawares. 
 
What were some of the questions people asked about the resurrection (v. 35)? How are the dead raised? With 
what kind of body will they come? 
 
How does Paul answer their first question (v. 36)? A seed must fall into the ground and die before the plant can 
come to life. In other words, physical death is necessary to be resurrected to eternal life. 
 
How does Paul answer their second question (vv. 37-38)? In order to get a plant, you must first plant the seed.  
Each seed then produces a unique plant according to the kind of seed that was planted. Just as a plant which sprouted 
from a seed was directly linked to the seed, but very different from it, so too is the relationship of a natural body and 
a resurrected body.3 So it is in resurrection. Human life exists in one form of body before death, but after death it 
exists in a different type of body. God does this with grain, so He can do it with humans, too. 
 
What point is Paul making by stressing the differences within kinds of "bodies" (vv. 39-41)? Using examples 
from nature and heavenly bodies, he is illustrating the fact that the splendor of the resurrection body will be different 
from the splendor of our present bodies.  
 
What is Paul saying about the resurrection body (vv. 42-44a)? These verses show the contrast between what 
the believer’s body is now and what it will be in its eternal state after resurrection. God will take a perishable, 
dishonorable, weak and sinful body and in the resurrection make it an imperishable, glorious, and powerful body, fit 
to live with God eternally.  
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How does Paul illustrate the contrast between the natural body and the spiritual body (vv. 44b-45)? The first 
man, Adam, is contrasted with the second/last Adam, Jesus Christ. The first Adam had a natural body made from the 
dust of the ground. He “became a living being” and through him a natural body is given to his descendants. The second 
Adam, became “a life-giving spirit,” and through Him a heavenly body is given to His descendants – a physical, yet 
eternal, body that will never die, similar to Christ’s resurrected glorified physical body. 
 
What was a fundamental law in God’s universe (v. 46)?  The spiritual is not first, but the natural, and then after 
that, the spiritual. The natural man, Adam, came first on the stage of human history; then Jesus, the spiritual Man.  
 
What were the different origins of the two “Adams” (v. 47)? The first man came from the earth, made of dust. 
This means that his origin was of the earth and that his characteristics were earthly. The second Man is Jesus whose 
origin was from heaven. Everything He did and said was heavenly and spiritual rather than earthly.  
 
How are their descendants described (vv. 48-49)? Those born into this world inherit the characteristics of the 
earthly man, Adam. Those who are born of Christ, who have put their trust in the last Adam, will inherit his heavenly 
image in their resurrection bodies. 
 
What point does Paul make about our inheritance (v. 50)? It is impossible for us, in our present body (“flesh and 
blood”), to enter into heaven. Our earthy bodies are subject to disease, decay and decomposition. They are not suited 
for living eternally. Our bodies must be transformed into eternal bodies which will occur at the resurrection.  
 
How does Paul describe this transformation (v. 51)? He likens it to a mystery…..which he now reveals. We shall 
not all sleep, that is, not all believers will experience death. Some will be alive when the Lord returns. But whether 
we have died or are still alive, we shall all be changed and given new, eternal bodies. 
 
When and how will this change will take place (v. 52)?  Instantly, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
which will sound when Christ comes into the air for His saints (1 Thessalonians 4:16). This is known as the Rapture. 
 
What will the “change” look like (v. 53)? Both those who have died as well as those still alive at the Rapture will 
receive new, imperishable, immortal bodies.  
 
What will be the end result of this transformation (v. 54-55)? This transformation from the perishable and 
mortal to the imperishable and immortal will fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah 25:8. God will overcome "death" (vv. 23-
28). "Death" is man's last enemy (v. 26). Jesus defeated it at the resurrection paving the way for us. We will defeat it 
when He raises us, His people, to life. 

This verse may well be a taunt song which believers sing as they rise to meet the Lord in the air. It is as if they mock 
Death because for them it has lost its sting. Death holds no terror for them because they know their sins have been 
forgiven and they stand before God in all the acceptability of His beloved Son. 
 
What is the relationship between death, sin and the Law (v. 56)?  The strength of sin is the Law. Through failure 
to obey God’s Law, comes awareness of unconfessed and unforgiven sins which condemns us, makes us feel guilty 
and makes men afraid to die; death is terrible—the beginning of eternal punishment…..eternal separation from God.  
However, if we know our sins are forgiven, we can face death with confidence, i.e. death would have no sting.  Because 
Jesus Christ overcame sin, and fulfilled the law, death cannot hold its prey (Romans 5:12-21).  We have been freed 
from the clutches of death by the promised resurrection. 
 
What is Paul thankful for (v. 57)? Through faith in Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, we have victory over 
death and the grave. We need not fear death because just as He rose, so shall we. Death is the pathway to heaven and 
immortality with God. Satan is completely robbed of his reign of terror as far as the believer is concerned 
 
What is Paul’s final exhortation (v. 58)? Live a life of commitment and conviction in fulfilling the Great 
Commission, which is the work of the gospel: "Always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord." Paul gives the 
Corinthians an encouraging incentive to help them focus on the goal, which would one day include rewards for 
faithful service: "you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain." The truth of the resurrection changes everything. 
It provides hope and steadfastness, and enables us to go on in the face of overwhelming and difficult circumstances. 


