
1 Corinthians 1:1-17  
 
What was the significance of how Paul introduced himself (v. 1)? Describing himself as one whom God had 
"called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus " (on the Damascus road) reminded his readers of his privilege and authority 
(Romans 1:1). His call did not come from men, but directly from the Lord Jesus. 
 
Some Christians at Corinth doubted whether Paul was truly an apostle (1 Corinthians 9:1-23; 2 Corinthians 12:11-
12). They questioned his right to tell them the truth and to give them advice. Thus, it was important for him to state 
his authority to these doubters that he is indeed an apostle -- because of God’s design. 
 
Who was he letter addressed to (v. 2)? The members of the church of God in Corinth. It was not a letter to be 
circulated among the churches.  It specifically addressed the wicked situations existing in Corinth at that time. It is 
encouraging to know that there is no place on earth too immoral for a church belonging to God to be established. 
 
How did Paul describe their spiritual condition (v. 2)? They were sanctified which means “set apart” or “holy.” 
They were not sanctified because of their conduct but because of their relationship to Christ. They were chosen by 
God to be His holy people and to live “holy” lives. 
 
The concept of being "in Christ Jesus" speaks of their spiritual position before God. When they were saved, God placed 
them “in Christ.” They were now spiritually united with Christ….one in heart, mind and spirit. From this point on, 
they had His life and they would no longer be seen by God as children of Adam or as unsaved men, but He would now 
embrace them like His own Son.  
 
The expression “In Christ” conveys more of intimacy, acceptance, and security than any human mind can 
understand.1 
 
Paul evidently wanted to expand the vision of his readers by reminding them that they were part of a larger body of 
believers (12:12), with whom they shared the life of God because the Holy Spirit indwelt them (12:13). They were 
not the only church.  
 
What was Paul grateful for (v. 4)? Paul was grateful that God had poured out His grace (i.e. His undeserved favor 
and divine enablement) on the Corinthian believers through Christ Jesus. Paul always tried to find something 
thankworthy in the lives of his fellow believers to encourage them. If their conduct/behavior was not very 
commendable, then he would at least give thanks for the grace of God which was given to them by Christ Jesus. The 
Corinthians were not exactly what we would call spiritual Christians.  
 
How was God’s grace manifested to the Corinthians (v. 5)? They had been richly endowed in every way, 
especially in the spiritual gifts of speaking and knowledge (Romans 12:8).  Knowledge and eloquence were two 
things the Corinthian community valued very highly. 
 
These gifts were a confirmation of what (v. 6)? They heard Paul’s testimony about Christ, they received it by faith, 
and God confirmed that they were truly saved by giving them these spiritual gifts (Hebrews 2:3-4). 
 
In what way was the Corinthian church not inferior to any other (v. 7)? When it came to spiritual gifts, God had 
blessed the Corinthians greatly. Paul recognized the gifts of his readers ("you do not lack any spiritual gift") but not 
their behavior or their use/abuse of the gifts. It’s what you do with the gift and especially your motive for using it.  
 
What is Paul referring to when he says the Corinthians were “eagerly waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
revealed” (v. 7)? Bible scholars are not agreed as to whether this refers to the Rapture, i.e. Christ’s coming for His 
saints (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18), or the Lord’s second coming with His saints (2 Thessalonians 1:6–10), or both. In 
any case, both the Rapture and the glorious appearing of Christ are eagerly awaited by the believer.2 
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What is the great unconditional promise of v. 8? By God's sustaining power, Christians will stand free of guilt 
("blameless") before Him on “The day of our Lord Jesus Christ" i.e. when Christ returns (1 Thessalonians 3:13; 5:23). 
We are not guilty because God has transferred the guilt of our sins to the Savior, and He has borne them on the Cross 
(Romans 5:1; 8:1). Because we have trusted Christ, God has promised to keep us for Himself to the very end.  
 
Why will they will be blameless on “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 9)?  Because of God's ability and 
faithfulness (not theirs) to preserve them. God had begun the good work of calling them "into fellowship with His 
Son," and He would be "faithful" to complete that work (Philippians 1:6). 
  
Next, Paul transitioned to what the Corinthians needed to do in order to align themselves properly with God and 
mend their divisions. God was for the Corinthians. He wanted them to live lives that brought honor and glory to God. 
What was the first major problem in the Corinthian church that Paul addressed (v. 10)? The divisions that 
were fragmenting this church. His appeal was for harmony, not the elimination of diversity. He desired a unity of all 
the parts, like a quilt of various colors and patterns blended together in a perfectly balanced whole.3 Paul was 
interested in unity, not uniformity in the church. 
 
Note that Paul was lovingly exhorting not commanding with the authority of an apostle. He was pleading for unity 
with the tenderness of a brother and based on “the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” i.e.  based on the highest authority.  
 
Chloe’s household was apparently the source of the divisive quarrels (v. 11). What was the specific quarrel 
(v. 12)? The people were taking sides……picking their favorite leader to proclaim allegiance to/identify with. Sects 
or parties were being formed within the local church, each one claiming its own distinctive leader.  
 
What was the message of Paul’s rebuke (v. 13)? How foolish it was of them to elevate him over Christ, since Christ 
did what was most important (was "crucified for" them). Note the central importance of the Cross in Paul's thinking. 
Paul's followers had not been baptized in order to identify with Paul, but to publicly identify with the Savior. This 
reference also shows how highly Paul regarded water baptism (Matthew 28:19; Galatians 3:27).  
 
What point is Paul making about baptism (vv. 14-15)? He was thankful he did not baptize most of his converts, 
so that there would be no question as to whose disciples they were ("no one can say you were baptized into my name"). 
This was one way he kept Christ central in his ministry. Whoever did the baptizing was not the point.  
 
What is the point of v. 16? It was unimportant to Paul whom he personally baptized; he was not keeping score.  
 
For what purpose did (and did not) Christ send Paul (v. 17)? Christ sent Paul to preach the Gospel not to baptize.  
Paul's point was that "preaching the gospel" is more important than baptizing. He is not minimizing baptism but 
rather asserting that his God-given task was primarily to preach. 
 
What was Paul’s concern that led him to mention “words of human wisdom” (v. 17)? "Words of human wisdom" 
greatly impressed the Gentile Greeks. The Greeks were intoxicated with fine words, and to them the Christian 
preacher with his blunt message seemed a crude and uncultured figure, to be laughed at and ridiculed rather than 
to be listened to and respected. The Gospel's appeal is not to man's intellect, but to his sense of guilt by sin.4 Paul 
knew that if men were impressed by his speaking ability, their focus was entirely wrong; they had been distracted 
and he had not been effective in his effort to set forth the true meaning of the Cross of Christ. 
 
Brilliantly persuasive eloquence may win a person’s mind but not his heart, whereas the unadorned words of the 
gospel, though seemingly foolish by human standards, are made effective by the Spirit of God (2:4–5).5  
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