
1 Corinthians 3 
 
How was Paul forced to address the Corinthians (v. 1)? “As worldly – mere infants in Christ.” Why (v. 2)? 
Previously Paul had fed the new converts with the elementary milk of the Word, i.e. the ABC’s of the faith (1 Peter 
2:2), because they were weak and young in the faith. Since that time however, they had not progressed toward 
maturity even though they possessed the Holy Spirit.  They should have been able to take in more advanced teaching 
("solid food"), but were not able to do so (Hebrews 5:11-14) because they were still babes in Christ.  
 
How were they demonstrating their lack of faith/worldliness (v. 3)? By their jealousy and quarreling, they were 
acting like men of the world, i.e. non-Christians, not like men who are led by the Holy Spirit. Because of the 
distractions of the world, they had not grown in their faith. 
 
How did their worldliness play out (vv. 4-5)? They were acting like worldly men by taking sides with different 
human leaders, such as Paul and Apollos who themselves were only “servants” of Christ. That is what Paul means 
when he asks, “Are you not acting like mere men” (v. 3)? The “personality cults” in the church today are in direct 
disobedience to the Word of God. Only Jesus Christ should have the place of preeminence (Colossians 1:18).1 

 
Using a figure from agriculture, what was Paul’s point (vv. 6-7)?  The planter and the waterer are really not very 
important, relatively speaking. Paul himself could plant and Apollos could water, but they do not have the power in 
and of themselves to bring forth life. The actual work of germination (salvation) can only be done by the Lord. 
 
What can the planter and waterer expect (v. 8)? Each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor 
at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10). Note that it is our "labor" that will be the basis of our reward, not 
the “fruit” of our labor. 
 
What is the meaning of v. 9? While God is able to carry things out by Himself, He takes us insignificant men, along 
with Himself, as helpers, and uses us as instruments working together to sow in God’s field and build  God’s building. 
 
What was Paul able to do only by God’s grace (v. 10)? He "laid a foundation" of the church in Corinth by 
preaching Christ and Him crucified, while others added the walls and continued "building" on that foundation, i.e. 
teachers who subsequently visited Corinth. 
 
What was the caveat that Paul added? He adds a word of caution that those who build on the foundation should 
be careful how they build.  He meant that it is a solemn thing to exercise a teaching ministry in the local church. 
Some had apparently come to Corinth with divisive doctrines and with teachings contrary to the Word of God.  
 
What further guidance on building does Paul give (v. 11)? The Apostle Paul had laid the foundation of the church 
at Corinth. That foundation was Jesus Christ -- His Person and Work (Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6-7). Only one 
foundation is required for a building. Once it is laid, it never needs to be repeated.2   Basing the church on the work 
of any other person, even Peter, is improper.  
 
What is Paul’s point about building materials (vv. 12-13)?  Even though the quality of the foundation was the 
best, the condition of the building also depended on what building materials were used to build on the foundation.  
 
Good deeds that have brought glory to God and blessing to man, like gold, silver, and precious stones, will not be 
affected by the fire. On the other hand, works that have been done with improper, self-centered motives, will be 
consumed by fire. The durability/ lasting nature of those works will then thus be revealed. 

What is “the Day” (v. 13)? This is a reference to the day when the believer will stand before God, and give an account 
of the stewardship of his or her life—at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 
22:12). Then the fire of God's judgment (not the fire of hell)"will test the quality of each man's work" -- but not he 
himself.  
__________________________ 
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What are the two potential outcomes of the test of the quality of his work (vv. 14-15)? The first type of work 
that has brought glory to God and blessing to man, like gold, silver, and precious stones, will not be affected by the 
fire. The servant’s life work will endure the test of the Judgment Seat of Christ and the worker will receive a reward.3  
 
The second type of work is that which is useless. It will be burned up by the fire of God’s judgment. The person’s 
work will be lost but he will still be saved, but the flames will be licking at his feet as he flees.   
 
The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) is not concerned with a believer’s sins and their penalty. The 
penalty of a believer’s sins was paid by the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, and that matter has been settled 
once for all. Thus, the believer’s salvation is not at all in question at the Judgment Seat of Christ; rather it is a matter 
of evaluating his service and subsequent rewards.4 

  
In the Bible, judgment is always based on works while salvation is always based on grace through faith. 
 
How does Paul describe the Corinthian believers (v. 16)?  Paul reminds the believers that they are the body of 
believers that make up the church, i.e.  God’s temple, and that the Spirit of God dwells in the church. 
 
What is the warning of v. 17?  If any false teacher enters a local church and tears it apart by factions and quarrels, 
God will destroy him. Paul is referring to people who tear the local church apart by divisiveness and quarrels.  The 
seriousness of such an offense is indicated by:  “….for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”   
 
How does Paul describe the two types of wisdom (v. 18)? There is a wisdom that is based on the “standards of 
this age.” It is a natural “wisdom” that deceives the worldly person. It includes “common sense.” Wisdom from God 
is a supernatural wisdom that appears to be “foolish” in the eyes of the world but those who grasp it are truly wise. 
 
How does Paul further expound on the subject of wisdom (vv. 19-20)?  Paul had previously said (1:18-25) that 
the wisdom of God, namely, "Christ crucified" is foolishness to the world. Here he made the same point in reverse: 
the wisdom of the world is foolishness in God's sight. Job 5:13 is quoted in verse 19 to show that God triumphs over 
the supposed wisdom of men to work out His own purposes. Note: This is the only New Testament quotation from 
Job. 
 
What is the message of v. 20? Psalm 94:11 is quoted here to emphasize that the LORD knows all the reasonings of 
the wise men of this world, and He further knows that they are futile, empty, and fruitless. But why is Paul going to 
such pains to discredit worldly wisdom? Simply for this reason—the Corinthians were placing a great premium 
on such wisdom and were following those leaders who seemed to exhibit it in a remarkable degree.5  
 
What is Paul’s concluding message (v. 21)? Quit boasting about men. It is wrong to line up in cliques behind one 
or another of God's servants. All of God's servants ("Paul or Apollos or Cephas") were His gifts to the Corinthians. “All 
things are yours.” They all belong to us as the church. 
 
What is Paul’s concluding message (v. 22)? Someone has called verse 22 “an inventory of the possessions of the 
child of God.” The "world" belongs to the Christian, in the sense that as joint heirs with Christ, he will inherit it and 
reign over it with Christ one day. "Life" is all it holds not merely existence on earth but life in its truest, fullest sense.  
Even "death" is a good gift for believers, it is no longer a dreaded foe, because it will usher them into the presence of 
our Savior. The present and the future are gifts as well. 
 
What is Paul’s concluding message (v. 23)? All Christians belong to Christ. Even "Christ belongs to God," in the 
sense of being under the authority and protection of the Father (8:6; 15:28; John 14:28). Paul made several 
references to the administrative order of God when correcting various issues in the Corinthian church. This order is: 
the Father over the Son, the Son over the man, and the man over the woman (11:3). The apostle stressed divine order 
because the Corinthians were disorderly, having failed to submit to the Holy Spirit's control.6  
_____________________________ 
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