
1 Corinthians 5 
 
What is the offense Paul is addressing (v. 1)? Sexual immorality……and a very extreme form of that sin, that was 
not even practiced among the ungodly Gentiles. Specifically, the sin was that this man had illicit sexual relations with 
his father’s wife. The man’s mother had probably died and the father had married again. So, his father’s wife, in this 
case, would then refer to his stepmother.  
 
How had the Corinthian Christians reacted to all this (v. 2)? Their attitude was even worse than the sin itself. 
Instead of mourning over it, and disciplining the offender, they were proud of their liberty -- a distortion of grace -- 
and haughty. They were not shocked by sin. This shameful situation did not seem to faze the Corinthians in the least. 
 
Why should the Corinthian Christians have mourned over this man's sin? First, because as a fellowship of 
brothers and sisters in Christ, they should have been emotionally affected by the grievous sin of one of their number. 
Second, because when one person in the church sinned, his sin contaminated the whole group. For example, when 
one member of a human family disgraces himself, his action disgraces his whole family.1  
 
The true glory of the Christian church is to be found not in the eloquence and gifts of its great teachers, but in the 
moral purity and the exemplary lives of its members.2  
 
How did Paul respond to hearing about this sin (v. 3)? Even though he was absent, he had already judged the 
matter as if he were present.  The case was so clear that Paul didn’t have to be there to exercise his authority; distance 
didn’t make him any less credible as an apostle. While Christians are not to judge one another’s motives or ministries, 
we are certainly expected to be honest about each other’s conduct. 
 
How does Paul set the stage to discipline the offender (v. 4)? He pictures the church being assembled to take 
action against the offender. Although he is not present bodily, yet he is there in spirit as they meet in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus had given authority to the church and to the apostles to exercise discipline in all 
such cases. Paul wanted the believers to view his ruling as the will of the Lord. He assured them that God would back 
it up with His "power" as they enforced the discipline. 
 
What was Paul’s sentence for the offender (v. 5)? To excommunicate him from the church….abandon the man to 
the world, where Satan rules (1 John. 5:19), allowing Satan to have his way with the man as he pleases.   
 
The hope is that by wallowing in his sin, the sinful impulse of the flesh will be “destroyed.” He will experience such 
conviction and anguish at being ostracized by the church that he will repent, forsake his wicked ways, return to the 
church, be restored to fellowship and ultimately his spirit may be saved “on the day of the Lord” i.e. when Christ 
returns. 
 
Not only is the goal of the discipline of believers always calculated to bring about restoration to fellowship with the 
Lord but it is also designed with the purity of the church in mind. “Church discipline is not a group of ‘pious 
policemen’ out to catch a criminal. Rather, it is a group of brokenhearted brothers and sisters seeking to restore an 
erring member of the family.” (Wiersbe) 
 
Paul now criticizes the Corinthians for what (v. 6)? Their boasting and feeling proud of their permissiveness (v. 
2). Leaven or yeast here is a picture of moral sin. They should have known that a little leaven (yeast) soon permeates 
the whole batch of dough. The apostle is saying that if they tolerate a little moral sin in the church, it will soon grow 
and expand until the whole fellowship is seriously affected.  
 
Paul is more concerned about the sin of the entire church (especially the leadership), than the sin of the individual 
man. Both are important, but the sin of the church is worse. Righteous, godly discipline is necessary in order to 
maintain the character of the church.3  
________________________ 
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on 1 Corinthians, 2019 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 87 
2 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 1759). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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What is Paul’s next command (v. 7)? Get rid of the old yeast – the moral sin. Righteous, godly discipline is necessary 
in order to maintain the character of the church. In Jewish life, it was customary to throw away all the "old leaven" 
(yeast) in the house as a remembrance, when the family prepared for the Passover celebration (Exodus 12:15; 13:6-
7). They did this so that the bread they made for Passover, would be completely free of leaven. That pictures the kind 
of separation from sin/evil to which the Christian is called today. 
 
Then Paul says something surprising: They are already the unleavened dough. This is true because Christ, the 
Passover lamb, was sacrificed on the cross to pay for their sin. The leaven has already been removed from them. Paul 
is urging them to live up to what they already are, the forgiven and set-apart people of Christ.4  BibleRef.com. 
 
What direction does Paul give them in regard to the Festival (v. 8)? The Festival here does not refer to the actual 
Feast of Unleavened Bread but symbolizes the whole life of the believer. Our entire existence is to be a festival of joy, 
and it is to be celebrated not with the old leaven of sin nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness. As we rejoice 
in Christ, we are to live our lives with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
What guidelines had Paul given them in a previous letter (v. 9)? In a previous letter, that is no longer in existence, 
Paul had urged them not to keep company with sexually immoral people. In view of this instruction, the Corinthians' 
toleration of the incestuous brother in the church was especially serious. 
 
How did Paul explain the meaning of that earlier command (v. 10)? He did not mean a believer should never 
associate with immoral people/sinful unbelievers outside the church. Even our holy Lord Jesus Christ ate with 
publicans and sinners. As long as we are in the world, it is necessary for us to do business with unsaved people. 
 
That kind of extreme isolationism would have required that they stop living in the real world and exist in a Christian 
cocoon, insulated from all contact with unbelievers. This approach to life is both unrealistic and unfaithful to God, 
who has called us to be salt and light in the world (Matt. 5:13-16; 28:19-20). Many Christians today struggle with an 
unbiblical view of separation that tends more toward isolationism than sanctification.5  
 
What is the warning Paul delivers to the Corinthian Christians (v. 11)? He warns them against having fellowship 
and/or eating with a professing brother who engages in any of these terrible sins. He should be subjected to social 
ostracism in order to impress on him the enormity of his transgression and to bring him to repentance.  
 
If it is objected that the Lord ate with publicans and sinners, we would point out that these men did not profess to 
be His followers, and in eating with them He did not recognize them as His disciples. What this passage teaches is 
that we should not fellowship with Christians who are living wicked lives.6   Otherwise, our testimony to the watching 
world is compromised. 
 
What is the meaning of Paul’s question about judging (v. 12)? Paul's authority as an apostle did not extend to 
"judging" and prescribing discipline on unbelievers ("outsiders") for their sins. Christians are not responsible for the 
judgment of the unsaved. Wicked men in the world about us will be brought into judgment by the Lord Himself in a 
coming day. But we do have a responsibility as far as judging those who are inside the confines of the church. It is 
the duty of the local church to exercise godly discipline. 
 
Again, if it is objected that the Lord taught, “Judge not that you be not judged,” we would reply that there He is 
speaking about motives. We are not to judge men’s motives because we are not competent for that type of judgment. 
But the word of God is equally clear that we are to judge known sin in the assembly of God so as to maintain its 
reputation for holiness and so as to restore the offending brother to fellowship with the Lord.7  
 
How does Paul further elaborate on the judging theme (v. 13)?  God will take care of the judgment of those who 
are outside the church, i.e. the unsaved. In the meantime, the Corinthians should exercise the judgment which God 
has committed to them by expelling the evil person from among themselves.  
______________________ 
4 BibleRef.com. 
5 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on 1 Corinthians, 2019 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), pp. 95-96 

6 MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 1761). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
7 Ibid. 
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