
1 Corinthians 7:17-40 
 
What should be the Christian’s perspective on his/her current situation (v. 17)?  Contentment. The Christian 
should regard his/her current "place in life" as that which God has sovereignly placed them in for the time being (vv. 
20, 24): in brief, “stay put;” accept where you are in life as a calling from God.  
 
What is the example of remaining in your current "place in life"” that Paul cites (v. 18)? Circumcision. Don’t 
feel compelled to change your circumcision status.  
 
Why not feel compelled (v. 19)? Circumcision is unimportant in comparison to following the Lord obediently, i.e. 
“keeping God’s commands,” which for Paul meant being controlled by the Spirit (Romans 2:25–29). God is concerned 
with what is inward, not with what is outward. Be content in the situation in which God has placed you (v. 20).  
 
What example did Paul use to illustrate contentment (v. 21)? The life of a slave. His message is that if you were 
a slave at the time of your conversion, don’t be needlessly worried about that. Live contentedly in your station of life 
realizing that you may be a slave but you have become free in Christ. Bloom where God has planted you.  
 
And, if you, as a Christian slave, have an opportunity to gain your freedom, take advantage of it.  There is nothing 
wrong with seeking to improve your condition, but be content at every stage.  
 
What should the slave’s perspective be on his station in life (v. 22)? If a man was a slave at the time of his 

conversion, he should not let that worry him, because he is now the Lord’s freedman (a slave who obtained his 
freedom). He has been set free from his sins and from the bondage of Satan. On the other hand, if a man were free 
at the time of his conversion, he should realize that from now on he is a slave, bound hand and foot to the Savior.1  
 
What was the ultimate allegiance of the slave (v. 23)? The one thing that marked the slave was that in the final 
analysis, he did not belong to himself or to other men but to Christ who bought him at the price of His blood. 
 
Paul repeats his exhortation to live where God has placed you but what caveat does he add this time (v. 24)? 
To recognize our responsibility to live for God in our current social stage where even slavery can be true freedom. 
 
Which group did Paul address next (v. 25)? Virgin daughters of the church families of Corinth. Apparently, some 
Corinthian fathers had questions about giving their daughters in marriage. The virgins may also have been 
experiencing pressure from some in the church to forgo marriage because of the spiritual environment in Corinth.  
 
What was Paul’s perspective on offering advice about the virgins? When Paul says he has no commandment 
from the Lord about virgins, he simply means that during the Lord’s earthly ministry, He did not leave any explicit 
instruction on this subject. Therefore, Paul gives his own judgment “as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy” 
and this judgment is inspired of God.2 
 
What was Paul’s advice (v. 26)? “Because of the present crisis” – the immoral and spiritually hostile environment in 
Corinth – Paul advises them to “remain as you are” in terms of marital status. We can expect this state of 
environmental distress to continue until the Lord returns. 
 
What was Paul’s advice (v. 27)? If you are married, stay that way.  If you’re unmarried stay that way also. Again, 
the repetitive theme - stay as you are; be content for now. 
 
What is the relationship between marriage and sin (v. 28a)? There is none. Nothing Paul says should be 
construed to indicate that it is a sin to marry. After all, marriage was instituted by God in the Garden of Eden before 
sin ever entered the world. It was God Himself who decreed: “It is not good that man should be alone” (Genesis 
2:18).3  
____________________________________ 
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What is the inevitable result of getting married (v. 28b)? Troubles in life. Times of suffering and persecution for 
Christ when being married would mean even greater hardship in taking care of one’s mate and children. 
 
What is Paul’s view of the times in which he lived (v. 29)?  He considered the Lord's return to be closer every 
day. Paul lived his life with a certain sense of urgency. 
 
In view of his perspective on the return of Christ, how did Paul advise the Corinthians to live (vv. 29-31)? 

v. 29b   Although husbands and wives should perform their mutual duties with faithfulness, they should seek 
to put Christ first in all their lives and not to permit a natural relation to obstruct their obedience to Christ.  

 
v. 30  The sorrows and joys and possessions of life should not be given a place of undue consideration in our 
lives. All these must be subordinated to buy up the opportunity to serve the Lord while it is still day.  

 
v. 31b  Don’t grow too attached to the things of the world.  They may prove a distraction to spiritual life. The 
world, as we know it, is only temporary and "is passing away." This world is not our home. Think eternally. 

 
How does Paul describe the unmarried man (v. 32)? As "free from concern" about the world and this present life. 
He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—"how he can please the Lord.” Being unmarried provides 
opportunities for serving the Lord in a way that being married precludes. 
 
What does Paul have to say about the married man (v. 33)? A "married" man needs to also be concerned about 
the affairs of the world and his family responsibilities – “how he can please his wife.” In general, if a man is married, 
he has conflicting interests and a limited range of service. If he is unmarried, he can freely go on to the ends of the 
earth and preach the gospel.  
 
How does Paul contrast the married and unmarried woman (v. 34)? Similar to the marital condition of the man, 
the unmarried woman has more available free time to devote to the Lord’s affairs. Whereas the married woman has 
to be concerned about the affairs of this world including her family responsibilities and pleasing her husband. These 
things are legitimate and right, and Paul is not criticizing them or making light of them; he is merely stating that an 
unmarried woman has wider avenues for service and more discretionary time than a married woman.  
 
What is Paul’s motive in giving them this guidance (v. 35)? Paul did not want his readers to think he was building 
too strong a case for celibacy. He wanted to help his readers appreciate the realities of both single and married life 
to help them decide how they could best express “undivided devotion to the Lord." Christians have genuine freedom 
under the Lord to choose to be single or married.4  
 
How does Paul advise the fiancé of the virgin who is considering the possibility of marrying her (v. 36)? If the 
man realizes that his fiancée is getting beyond her prime marketable age and the situation thus seems unfair to her, 
go ahead and marry her.  It is not a sin to do so. 
 
What is Paul’s additional perspective on marrying the virgin (v. 37)? The man who preferred to take Paul's 
advice to remain single should feel at peace. If he has sufficient self-control, there is no necessity for marrying. If he 
has determined to remain unmarried, and this with a view to glorifying God in service, then he does the right thing. 
 
How does Paul summarize his position on marriage (v. 38)? The amoral decision in view is one involving a choice 
between the good and the better, rather than right versus wrong, or not sinning versus sinning.5 He who gives himself 
in marriage does well, but he who remains unmarried for greater service for the Lord does better. 
 
How does Paul conclude his remarks addressed to women (vv. 39-40)? By repeating that wives should not 
separate from their husbands.  Marriage is a life-long union. Death however breaks the marriage bond and a Christian 
is free to marry (Romans 7:1–3), provided they marry another Christian. However, again, Paul advises the widow to 
remain as she is….. she would be happier if she remained unmarried. 
__________________________________ 
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