
1 Corinthians 8   
 
Paul began by comparing the way of love and the way of knowledge to show their relative importance. What 
does eating “food sacrificed to idols” have to do with knowledge and love (v. 1)? Paul first established a basic 
principle that love is superior to knowledge. Knowledge by itself “puffs up” i.e. produces arrogance/pride….one of 
the Corinthian Christians' major weaknesses (4:6,18; 5:2). In contrast, love “edifies" or “builds up” (13:4).   
 
The Corinthians knew all about eating food sacrificed to idols. They all knew that offering a piece of meat to an idol 
had not contaminated it in any sense. However, knowledge without love is incomplete. In all such matters the 
Christian must use not only knowledge but also love. He must not only consider what is lawful for himself, but what 
would be best for others. 
 
The amount of corrective instruction concerning knowledge in this book makes clear that the Corinthian Christians 
valued knowledge too highly. Paul wrote that the real aim of the faith should not be knowledge but love.1  
 
What is Paul’s warning (v. 2)?  Paul is talking about the man who thinks he is so smart. To think that way is the 
height of arrogance and he can count on the fact that he is not as smart as he thinks he is.  he wisest and most 
knowledgeable Christian realizes that his knowledge is limited. Paul said what he did here to humble some of his 
prideful readers.   
 
How does Paul close out the love vs. knowledge comparison (v. 3)?  Accumulating all the possible facts about 
God will not result in complete knowledge of Him. One must also love God. If a person "loves God," then God knows 
him in an intimate way and reveals Himself to him (2:10; Matthew 11:27). Consequently, it is really more important 
that God knows us than we know Him. Paul said this to establish the priority of love over knowledge.2  
 
What does Paul have to say about idols and eating food that has been sacrificed to them (v. 4)? When it comes 
to eating food sacrificed to idols, believers understand that an idol is not a real spirit being like God with power, 
knowledge, and love. The gods which these idols supposedly represent do not exist. There is no other God but one, 
i.e. the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.3 Every Christian should know that, and the Corinthians did. "We 
know that" affirms what they all knew was true.  
 
What does Paul have to say about other “so-called gods” (v. 5)?  Paul is referring to the so-called gods in heathen 
mythology, such as Jupiter, Juno, and Mercury. Some of these gods were supposed to live in heaven, and others, such 
as Ceres and Neptune, supposedly lived here on earth. In the case of the Corinthian pagans, there were many gods 
and many lords, i.e. mythological beings which people worshiped and were in bondage to.4 
 
How is the Christian perspective different (v. 6)? For Christians, there is only one God, the Father and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Paul did not mean that there are two separate Gods: "God" and "Lord." Rather he describes the 
respective roles which these two Persons of the Godhead fulfilled in creation and in redemption These are two names 
for the one true God, who exists as united Father and Son within the triune Godhead. The members of the trinity may 
differ in role and function but not in deity and dignity. 
 
What is the lingering conflict of worshipping idols (v. 7)? All Christians know that there are no other gods but 
the one true God. However, some of the Corinthians, because of their previous belief in idols, had difficulty shaking 
that belief. They still had needless false guilt ("their conscience is weak, it is defiled") about eating meat that someone 
had previously dedicated to a heathen deity. They thought they were doing something wrong, but they were not.5  
_ 
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The expression “weak” here does not mean physically weak or even spiritually weak. It is a term describing those 
who are overly scrupulous and unnecessarily rigid in matters that make no difference morally. For instance, as far 
as God is concerned, it is not wrong for a believer to eat pork. It would have been wrong for a Jew to do so in the Old 
Testament, but a Christian is at perfect liberty to partake of pork. However, a Jew converted to Christianity might 
still have scruples about this. He might feel that it is wrong to eat a roast pork dinner. He is what the Bible calls a 
weak brother. It means that he is not living in the full enjoyment of his Christian liberty.6  
 
What is the relationship between food and God (v. 8)?  Food in itself is not a matter of great consequence to God. 
Refraining from certain foods does not give us favor with God, nor does partaking of such foods make us better 
Christians.  
 
What is Paul’s warning (v. 9)? Your freedom in Christ may allow you to eat meat sacrificed to idols because you 
know that an idol is nothing (v. 4). However, here is where the principle of love must come in. It would be utterly 
wrong for you to eat that meat if, in so doing, you offend a weak brother or sister. The weak brother is weak because 
his emotions have not caught up to his intellect. Christians must choose to exercise their liberty on the basis of the 
welfare of everyone concerned. 
 
What is the danger Paul warns about (v. 10)?  The danger is that the weak brother might be encouraged to do 
what his conscience condemns, if he sees someone else doing something which is questionable to him. He would 
then be overcome with guilt. In this verse, the apostle condemns eating in an idol’s temple because of the effect it 
could have on others.  
 
What is the end result (v. 11)? The knowledgeable Christian knew what was legitimate, and by acting on that 
knowledge alone (exercising his freedom, acting without love), destroyed his brother's relationship with God. Paul 
evidently anticipated the weaker brother returning to idolatry. He was driven away by moral carelessness. The 
apostle stressed the value of the weaker brother by referring to the fact that "Christ died" for him. If He was willing 
to die for him, we should not dare to get in the way of his spiritual progress by doing anything that would cause him 
to stumble. A few slices of meat are not worth it.   
  
Against whom is the sin committed (v. 12)? It is not just a matter of sinning against a brother in Christ, or of 
wounding his weak conscience; it constitutes sin against Christ Himself.  This is the very opposite of what God has 
called us to do, namely, love God and other people (Matthew 22:37-39). Whatever we do to the least of His children 
we do to Him (Matthew 25:40). What hurts one of the members of the Body hurts the Head as well.7 We are not free 
to damage another person's relationship with God.  
 
What is Paul’s concluding conviction (v. 13)? He would make love for his brother the "governor" over his 
knowledge when it comes to what was permissible. Paul viewed eating in an idol temple as a kind of trigger that 
might set off a trap that could ensnare a fellow believer. The work of God in the life of another person is far more 
important than a juicy steak!  Paul was willing to forgo all such eating if, by doing so, he could avoid creating problems 
for other Christians in their relationships with God (Romans 14:13-23).8  
 
Our culture promotes our personal rights very strongly. Although the subject of meats offered to idols is not a 
problem for most Christians today, the principles which the Spirit of God gives us in this section are very valuable. 
There are many things today in the Christian life, which, while not forbidden in the word of God, would yet cause 
needless offense to weaker Christians. While we might have the right to participate in them, a greater right is to 
forego that right for the spiritual welfare of those we love in Christ, our fellow-believers.9 Our willingness to accept 
this standard for ourselves will reveal our true love for God and people. Our failure to do so will reveal not only our 
lack of knowledge, but also our lack of love.10 
 
_______________________________ 
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