
1 Corinthians 9     
 
Paul’s four rhetorical questions all expect a positive answer (v. 1). What was driving his questions? Paul's 
apostleship was in question. There were those in Corinth who questioned Paul’s authority. They said that he was not 
one of the twelve, and therefore not a genuine apostle.  
 
How did Paul defend his apostleship (vv. 1-2)? He reminded them that he was a genuine apostle because he had 
seen the resurrected Christ (Acts 1:21- 22) on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-5) and his ministry has produced true 
spiritual fruit, i.e. the Corinthian church. They themselves were proof of the fact that he was a genuine apostle. 
 
Paul, as a true apostle, was entitled to certain apostolic rights (v. 3). What is the first right that Paul defended 
(v. 4)? The right to food and drink, i.e. basic physical nourishment. 
 
What is the second right Paul defended (v. 5)? The right to marry and to take a wife with him when he traveled 
to minister. Evidently it was customary for the other "apostles" and the Lord's biological "brothers" to do so.  
 
What did Paul and Barnabas have in common (v. 6)? They both chose to work to provide for their material needs 
while preaching the gospel so their financial support would not be a burden to their converts (1 Thessalonians 2:9).  
 
What are the three vocational illustrations Paul used (v. 7)?  The soldier, the vineyard owner and the shepherd. 
What point was he making? Those who work have a right to receive pay. If the right to support is recognized in 
these earthly jobs, how much more should it be when it comes to those who serve the Lord.  
 
What Old Testament illustration supported his point (vv. 8-9)?  It is clearly stated in Deuteronomy 25:4 that an 
ox should not be muzzled while it treads out the grain. That is, when an animal is used in a harvesting operation, it 
should be allowed to eat some of the harvest. He goes on to further define his point…..”But it’s not about the ox.” 
 
What was the spiritual application that Paul defines (v. 10)? Concern for taking care of all who serve others.  He 
wanted human laborers to work with the "hope" of pay-back ("sharing in the harvest"). When a man “plows” or 
“threshes”, i.e. engages in Christian service, he should be able to enjoy the fruit of his labor.  
 
How does Paul personalize his point (v. 11)? He came to Corinth sewing spiritual seed, i.e. preaching the gospel 
to them and teaching them precious spiritual truths. Recognizing the eternal value of what they have received, is it 
asking too much to request financial and material support in return (Galatians 6:6)?   
  
What precedent does Paul call upon (v. 12)? Their practice of supporting other local Christian leaders. As the 
planter of the Corinthian church, as their father in the faith, Paul had a "right" to the support of the Corinthians more 
than any of their other ministers did. Yet he did not insist on this. He chose rather to support himself, so his work of 
establishing the church might not suffer from the criticism that he was taking advantage of his converts.  
 
How did the practices of the temple further support Paul's point (v. 13)? Those who officially served in the 
Jewish temple had a right to be supported from the income and the food the temple received. Also, the priests 
themselves who served at the altar were given a certain portion of the offerings that were brought to the altar. 
 
What was the Lord’s command Paul referred to (v. 14)? “Those who preach the gospel should receive their living 
from the gospel.” This would be conclusive proof of Paul’s right to support from the Corinthians (Matthew 10:10).  
 
What was Paul’s boast (v. 15)? Having argued vigorously for his right to the Corinthians' support, Paul now 
proceeded to argue just as strongly for his right to choose not to accept it, which was his point from the beginning. 
He did not want his readers to interpret what he had just said as a veiled request for support. He would rather die 
than have anyone deprive him of this boast. 
 
When was Paul unable to boast (v. 16)? Whenever he preached the Gospel. Why not? Preaching the Gospel was 
his divine destiny. It was not a vocation that he chose for himself. He received the “tap on the shoulder” from the 
Lord. He was a man acting under orders, and therefore he could not boast in that. 



What was the end result of Paul’s attitude toward preaching (v. 17)? If he preached the Gospel voluntarily, he 
would receive a "reward" from the Lord. If he preached reluctantly, he would not receive a reward, because he would 
only be discharging his duty as a steward of the Gospel, i.e. he would just be doing his job.   
 
What was Paul's reward for preaching the gospel willingly (v. 18)?  Doing it without charge and without taking 
advantage of his rights. His "highest pay" was the privilege of preaching "without pay" (2 Corinthians 11:7-12).  
 
As a “free” man, what was Paul’s perspective (v. 19)? Paul was a free man, not a slave of any other human being. 
Nevertheless, as the Lord's servant, he had made himself a slave to every other human being ("a slave to everyone") 
so he might “win as many as possible" to Christ. He accommodated himself to the customs and habits of the people 
with whom he worked, but never did he do anything which might compromise the truth of the gospel.1  
 
How did Paul specifically make himself a slave (v. 20)? “To the Jews he became like a Jew, to win the Jews,” i.e. he 
adapted himself to Jewish laws and customs when he was in the company of Jews in order that he might gain a ready 
ear for the gospel (Acts 21:20-26). For instance, he probably ate the foods which the Jewish people ate and refrained 
from eating such things as pork which were forbidden to them. Yet He absolutely did not put himself back under the 
Law of Moses in order to see Jews saved.  
 
How did Paul behave among the Gentiles who were not under the Law of Moses (v. 21)? We have an expression 
“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” Paul is saying here that when he was with the Gentiles, he adapted himself to 
their manner of living as far as he could consistently do so and still be loyal to Christ. Paul’s end-game was “to win 
those not having the law.” He adapted to cultural things without compromising doctrinal or moral matters.    
 
Who are the “weak” and how did Paul behave among them (v. 22) The weak were unbelievers who had 
extremely sensitive consciences about matters that were really not of fundamental importance (8:9). To the weak, 
Paul would be a vegetarian if necessary, rather than offend them by eating meat. His end-game remained the same – 
that he might “save some” by accommodating to the customs and habits of the weak. 
 
What was the singular focus around which Paul’s life revolved (v. 23)? The truth of the Gospel and sharing its 
blessings both for himself and for unbelievers who are willing to hear. 
 
How is Paul is setting the stage in v. 24?  We should "run" our race "in such a way" that we will receive a reward 
from the Judge. In the Christian race, we do not compete with one another for the prize. We compete with ourselves. 
The emphasis is on self-discipline, not competition. In a foot race only one person is the winner, but in the Christian 
race all who keep the rules and run hard will receive a reward for faithful service (2 Timothy 2:5).2  
 
What is the “prize” for the believer (v. 25)? A crown that is imperishable, that will last forever. It will be awarded 
to all those who have been faithful in their service to Christ.  
 

How did Paul describe the way he ran his race (v. 26)? Because of the value of the reward, Paul ran the Christian 
race intentionally, not aimlessly or halfheartedly.  He had a definite aim before his eyes – he wanted to gain a prize 
at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10).    
 
How did Paul view his body (v. 27)? Paul viewed his flesh as his enemy. He recognized the need to exercise strict 
self-discipline ("I beat my body and make it my slave"). Obviously, Paul was not speaking of self-discipline in the 
physical realm alone but also moral discipline, e.g. limiting our legitimate liberty as Christians for higher goals, i.e. 
the glory of God and the welfare of other people.  (1 Timothy 4:8). 
 
What was his motivation for bringing his body into subjection? To be sure he wouldn’t be “disqualified for the 
prize.” Paul is not speaking here of salvation at all but of service. He is not suggesting that he might be lost, but that 
he might not stand the test as far as his service was concerned and might be rejected for the prize. Paul recognizes 
the awful possibility that he himself might be put on the shelf by the Lord as no longer usable by Him.3 
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