
Mark 12 

Define parable.  An earthly story with a spiritual or heavenly meaning. 
 
Who are the players in this parable?  
Man/owner = God.  
Vineyard = nation of Israel.  
Farmers/tenants = Israel’s leaders.  
Servants = prophets.  
Son = Jesus. 
 
The man (owner) sent his servant to receive some of the fruit of the vineyard from the farmers who were 
renting the vineyard.  How did the farmers receive him (vv. 2-3)?  They beat him and sent him away empty-
handed.  Note that the farmers didn’t own the vineyard; a generous owner allowed them to work in his vineyard.  
 
What was the scenario in vv. 4-5? The owner sent two more servants to receive a share of the fruit as rent at 
harvest time.  They beat one and killed the other.  They did the same to many other servants who were sent. 
 
Who was the final servant (v. 6)? The son/heir. There would be no other. Either they would respond correctly to 
the son, or face certain judgment.  This was the last-chance offer…..the supreme test for the farmers. How did they 
respond to the son? They killed him. What was the owner’s response (v. 9)?  Judgment. He killed the farmers. 
 
This parable was addressed to the Jewish religious leaders. What was the spiritual meaning of the parable 
for them? It was an illustration of the wicked treatment Israel's leaders had given the servants (the prophets) 
whom God had sent to them.  And to let them know that Jesus was aware of their murderous plot to kill Him. And it 
warned them of the consequences of their actions. Who are the “others” He will give the vineyard to (v. 9)?  His 
judgment on Israel would transfer their place of privilege to the Gentiles temporarily (Romans 11:25). 
 
What is the significance of the capstone (v. 10)? The capstone or cornerstone was considered the most 
important stone of a building. It was the very first stone laid upon which all others would be positioned. The 
builders’ decision was to reject the Capstone but God overruled them in their rebellious attempt to block His 
purposes.  Who was the Cornerstone?  Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:20) 
 
How did the Jewish leaders react to the parable (v. 12)?  They knew He had spoken the parable against them. 
They reacted by plotting to arrest and ultimately murder Jesus instead of repenting before Him. They were more 
concerned with killing the Messenger than pondering His message.  
 
Another group of leaders came to question Jesus (v. 13). The Pharisees and the Herodians, once bitter foes, now 
find themselves united by a common hatred of the Savior. They appealed to His nonexistent ego with flattering 
comments—which happened to be true (v. 14). Why did Jesus label them as hypocrites (v. 15)? He knew their 
hearts. They were not pure. Their motives were likewise not pure.  They were not asking because they wanted to 
know the answer. They were trying to trap him by asking if they were required to pay taxes to Caesar.  
 
Obviously, the question was designed to place Jesus in a religious and political dilemma. If He told them to pay 
the taxes what effect would that have on the Israelites?  He would lose popular support, alienate many of the 
Jews and discredit Himself as God’s Spokesman. In their eyes, He would be denying the sovereignty of God over 
Israel in favor of Caesar 
 
If He said they didn’t have to pay the taxes, what effect would that have on the Romans? He would be openly 
declaring Himself to be an enemy of Rome and would be treated like a revolutionary. He would be speaking against 
Caesar; they would arrest Him as a traitor. 
 
What was Jesus response to their question (v. 17)?  Whatever you owe to the King, pay him.  Whatever you owe 
to God, pay Him. Note they were amazed -- but still refused to consider who Jesus was.  
 



Application: If we take advantage of the benefits of governmental rule, we are obliged to submit to government, as 
long as it does not infringe upon our service to God. Be a good law-abiding citizen (Romans 13:1-7).  
 
What do we know about the Sadducees (vv. 18–27)?  The Sadducees were mainly wealthy, influential and 
educated Jews. The property-owning class. The liberals of the day.  They did not believe in the resurrection.  They 
claimed to believe only what the Old Testament Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible) taught.  
 
The Jews operated under the Mosaic regulation of levirate marriage (Deuteronomy 25:5–10).  Which says that if a 
husband died without leaving a male heir, his brother was obliged to marry the widow in order to have a son and 
preserve the family line and thereby keeping the family inheritance intact. 
 
What was the point of the Sadducees preposterous question (vv. 19-23)? The Sadducees scoffed at the idea of 
bodily resurrection. So, they made up a story about seven brothers who successively fulfilled the duty of levirate 
marriage to their first brother’s wife but all seven brothers died without producing a child. Then the woman died 
also. They asked Jesus, “At the resurrection whose wife will she be?” Clearly, they were ridiculing the whole idea of 
the resurrection and trying to discredit Jesus.1 
 
How did Jesus respond (vv. 24-25)?  He informed them that the marriage relationship did not continue in 
heaven.  Heaven will be much more than just a glorious version of earth. 
 
What were the two reasons Jesus cited to define why the Sadducees were in error (v. 24)? They thought they 
were smart but Jesus told them they were abysmally ignorant of both the Scriptures which teach resurrection and 
the power of God which raises the dead. 
 
How did God describe what marriage will look like in heaven (v. 25)? Believers will recognize one another in 
heaven and will not lose their distinctions as men / women, but the institution of marriage will cease to exist. Since 
nobody will die in heaven, there will be no need for marital relations or reproduction of offspring. In that respect, 
believers will resemble the angels in heaven, with their lives centering totally around fellowship with God.2 
 
Regarding the resurrection, what was the significance of Jesus’ statement (v. 26) – “I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?” If Abraham, Isaac and Jacob did not continue to live after 
death, He would have to say that He was their God. But here, Jesus quotes from Exodus 3:6 (one of the five books of 
the Bible the Sadducees said was genuine) where God says that He is their God, speaking in the present tense and 
thus proving there is indeed a resurrection of the dead. How did the Sadducees respond? There was no apparent 
response from the Sadducees.  They were stumped once again by Jesus’ wisdom. 
 
What question did one of the teachers of the law ask Jesus (v. 28)?  Which of all the commandments is the 
most important? The rabbis counted 613 commandments in the Mosaic Law, 365 positive and 248 negative. It was 
an honest question, and, in some ways, life’s most basic question. He was really asking for a concise statement of 
the chief aim of man’s existence.3 
 
How did Jesus respond to the teacher’s question (v. 29)?  Instead of promoting one commandment over 
another, Jesus defined the law in its essence by quoting two Old Testament sources - Deuteronomy 6:5  Love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and Leviticus 19:18.  Love your 
neighbor as yourself. In other words, the two greatest commandments are not something new that Jesus just 
invented.  We see what God really wants from man is love, i.e. love God with everything you have and love your 
neighbor as yourself.   
  
Why are these the two greatest commandments?  Because they summarize the two basic responsibilities of the 
Law, our duties toward God and our duties toward other people. These are basic human responsibilities. They 
don’t change. The termination of the Mosaic Law does not invalidate them.4  
 
Was the scribe’s response to Jesus on the mark (vv. 32-33)? Yes.  It is easy to think that religious rituals and 
devotion are more important than love for God and our neighbor but that isn’t the case as the teacher discerned.  



He realized that people could go through religious ceremonies and put on a public display of piety without inward, 
personal holiness. He acknowledged that God is concerned with what a man is inwardly as well as outwardly. 
 
Why did no one dare ask Him any more questions (v. 34)? Jesus had effectively thwarted all attempts to 
discredit Him and had exposed the hostile motives and errors of His opponents. 
 
What did Jesus mean that the scribe was not far from entering the kingdom (v. 34)? His openness to 
Scriptural revelation and his positive orientation to Jesus, if continued, would bring him to faith in Jesus and 
ultimately entrance into His kingdom.5 He knew the scriptures well but he didn’t personally know the author of the 
scriptures quite yet. He was 12 inches away from entering the kingdom – the distance between heart and mind. 

 

Application: What role do the two greatest commandments play in our lives?   
 
What was Jesus doing in this section starting at v. 35?  Teaching. Since Jesus is the Christ, here He spoke of 
Himself. He was getting to the heart of the matter, “Do you really know who I am?” What was the question of vv. 
35-37?  How could the Messiah be David’s Son and his Lord at the same time?  
 
What is the answer?  The Messiah would be both Man and God. As David’s Son, He would be human. As David’s 
Lord, He would be divine. The Old Testament clearly taught that Jesus would be a descendant of David (in His 
humanity) (2 Samuel 7:8-16).    David also described Jesus as his Lord (in His deity). As Revelation 22:16 says, “He 
is both the root and offspring of David.” Once again the silence of the religious leaders is ominous. 
 
What warning does Jesus give to the people next (vv. 38-40)?  He warned them about the teachers of the 
law/scribes.  The scribes were outwardly very religious as they paraded around in their long flowing robes trying 
to look important.  They loved it when the people greeted them by their high-sounding titles in the marketplace; it 
stroked their egos.  They sat in the most important seats at church and at banquets so everyone would see them.   
But inwardly, their hearts were greedy and insincere.  They robbed widows to make themselves rich.  They said 
long prayers out loud trying to impress the people. They will suffer eternal punishment. 
 
What did Jesus teach his disciples about giving, as they watched both the rich and the poor widow give 
their offerings (vv. 43-44)?  The giving by the rich people was not a sacrifice.  They gave out of their abundance.  
The poor widow, even though she gave very little compared to the rich person, gave all she had. The Lord appraises 
giving by our motive, our means, and by how much we have left. 
 
A gift’s value is determined by the spirit in which it is given; God doesn’t want grudgingly given money, nor guilt 
money. God loves the cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 
God does not need our money. If God needed our money, then how much we give would be more important than 
our heart in giving. Instead, it is our privilege to give to Him, and we need to give because it is good for us, not 
because it is good for God.  Generous giving reveals where our heart is. 
 
It’s amazing how easily we can approve the widow’s action and agree with the Savior’s verdict without imitating 
her example! If we really believed what we say we believe, we would do exactly what she did – Sacrificial giving. 
Her gift expressed her conviction that all belonged to the Lord, that He was worthy of all, that He must have all. 
Many Christians today would criticize her for not providing for her future. Did this show a lack of foresight and 
prudence? So men would argue. But this is the life of faith—plunging all into the work of God now and trusting Him 
for the future. Did He not promise to provide for those who seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
(Matthew 6:33)? Radical? Revolutionary? Unless we see that the teachings of Christ are radical and revolutionary, 
we have missed the emphasis of His ministry.6 
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