
Mark 1:1-20 

Who was the messenger, the voice of one calling in the desert, that Isaiah and Malachi both prophesied 
about (vv. 2-3)?  John the Baptist.  Like Jesus’ arrival, John’s appearance was a fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy. John the Baptist is considered to be the last of the Old Testament (or Old Covenant) prophets. He is the 
only prophet whose arrival was prophesied. 
 
What does it mean to “prepare the way for the Lord; to make straight paths for Him?” This is a word picture of 
building up a great road for the arrival of a majestic king……..but the real preparation for the arrival of The King 
must take place in the hearts of the people.  
 
What was John's ministry all about (v. 4)? A call to repentance.  John’s baptism was characterized by confession 
and repentance.  A Jew in John’s day didn’t consider the need to do either. He thought he was guaranteed entrance 
to heaven simply because he was Jewish – one of the Chosen People. So, to submit to a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of their sins was a true act of humility.  
 
How would you describe/define repentance? It does not mean feeling sorry about your sin. Repentance isn’t a 
“feelings” word; it is an action word – something you do. Repentance speaks of turning away from….changing your 
mind and walking away from your sin. Think of repentance as -- taking sides with God……against yourself. 
 
Why was there such a large Jewish following of John (v. 5)? A real work of the Holy Spirit was going on here. 
God had been “silent” for 400 years after the Old Testament prophet Malachi.  But the Jews knew their Messiah was 
coming sometime. The Jewish community was familiar with Malachi 4:5 (“I will send you the prophet Elijah before 
that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.”). They knew Elijah never died.  John the Baptist looked like Elijah. 
He was ministering in the same geographical area as Elijah. There was great anticipation, excitement and 
conviction. If indeed Elijah was here in the person of John the Baptist, that meant that Jesus couldn’t be far behind!  
John offered them Hope!  This was a time of revival.   
 
How would you describe John the Baptist (v. 6)? Today he would be called a fanatic and/or a weirdo. He lived in 
the desert. His dress, like Elijah’s was rugged yet simple. His food was strange but enough to keep him alive.   
 
What was John the Baptist’s overriding message (v. 7)? “This is not about me.”  John pointed the people to 
Jesus, not to himself.  John’s humility is on full display here. John’s main message wasn’t, “You’re a sinner, you need 
to repent.” John’s main message was, “The Messiah is coming. Get your hearts ready for His arrival.”  
 
What is the difference between John’s baptism and that of Jesus (v. 8)? John’s baptism was with water. It was 
an outward sign of an inner conviction, but produced no change in a person’s life. Jesus would baptize the people 
with the Holy Spirit; this baptism would produce a great flood of spiritual power (Acts 1:8).   
 

Application: John clearly understood his singular purpose in God’s grand scheme.  Have you discovered 
any of God’s purposes for your life?   
 
Why was this sinless Jesus baptized (v. 9)? He certainly didn’t need to repent.  Jesus was baptized in keeping 
with one primary aspect of His mission on earth: to identify with sinful mankind. Jesus started the identification 
process when he became flesh and dwelt among us. He was identified with sinners in His baptism. He also ate the 
same things we did, went to our places, wept with us (John 11:35), was hungry and tired (Mark 11:12; John 4:6), 
walked with us, suffered with us, underwent the same temptations (Hebrews 4:15). He became one of us….in order 
to die in our place.   
 
What happened when Jesus came up out of the baptismal waters (v. 10)? There never was a time in the life of 
our Lord when He was not filled with the Holy Spirit. But now, the Holy Spirit came upon Him, much like in the Old 
Testament, when the Holy Spirit came upon certain people to empower them for service (1 Samuel 19:20, 23). The 
coming of the Spirit on Jesus anointed Him and empowered Him specifically for His three-year journey which 
would end at the Cross. 



What was the message of God the Father’s comments (v. 11)?  Note that the Father was pleased with the Son 
before the Son had accomplished anything; His public ministry had not yet started. The Father was pleased with 
the heart of the Son…..a heart marked by obedience, submission and an overriding desire to honor and glorify His 
Father. In the same way, God is not focused on our performance as much as He is looking at the heart behind our 
performance. Our relationship with God is a faith-based relationship not a performance-based relationship. 
 
Note the presence of the Trinity (vv. 10-11).  The fact that all three members are gathered here validates the 
ministry of John the Baptist. God’s message to the people is: John and his ministry are from heaven. Pay attention. 
 
Why did the Holy Spirit send Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan (vv. 12-13)?  This was a test to 
see if Jesus would succumb to temptation which, if successful, would have aborted His entire mission. As we know, 
Jesus passed the test with flying colors! (Matthew 4:1-11) 
 
As a result of this successful wilderness experience, Jesus would now be identified with sinners in their            
temptations.  Hebrews 4:15 reminds us, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are.” Hebrews 2:18 says, “Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  He’s been there, done that, 
knows exactly what we’re going through. (These wilderness temptations are consistent with His previously 
defined mission to identify with sinful mankind (above question -- v. 9)). 
 
In His humanity, this was not an easy ordeal for Jesus. However, at the outset of His ministry, in the wilderness, 
Jesus established His personal authority over Satan.1 Have you ever been on the receiving end of a 
“wilderness” experience for God’s purposes?  
 
What was a predominant focus of Jesus’ ministry (v. 14)? Proclaiming the good news (gospel) of the kingdom 
of God. He taught the people.  
 
What did He want to the people to understand (v. 15)? That the Kingdom of God was near……because the King 
had appeared on the scene. In order to be eligible to enter that Kingdom, He called on them to repent and believe 
the good news concerning the Lord Jesus. 
 
What do we know about these first disciples?  What kind of men were they? They were common men, without 
theological credentials or status in the world. Jesus met them in the workplace as they labored like any common 
man.  He chose them just as they were and changed them into the men He wanted them to be. He used the ordinary 
to do the extraordinary.  
 
What did Jesus invite them to do (v. 17)?  “Follow Me.” With this invitation, Jesus shows us what Christianity is 
all about -- following Jesus. At its root, Christianity is not about theological systems, rules, or even helping people -- 
it is all about following Jesus where and when he leads.  Someone once said, “The purpose of my life is not to please 
God…..the purpose of my life is to follow a person.”  
 
And when they followed Him, what did Jesus say would be the next thing He would do (v. 17)?  He 
would make them fishers of men.  He doesn’t say………I will make you great theologians, Bible scholars, pastors, etc. 
Our responsibility is to follow Him; He will take care of the rest (Matthew 6:33). 
 
How did the men respond to Jesus’ call (vv. 18-20)?  With a sense of urgency, without questioning.  They 
dropped everything they were doing. They didn’t say “Let me pray about it and I’ll get back to you.”  Christ still calls 
men to forsake all and follow Him (Luke 14:33). Neither possessions nor parents must be allowed to get in the way.  
 

Application:  Is there anything Jesus might be calling you to drop, get rid of or leave “immediately” in order 
to follow Him more faithfully?  Is there anything getting in the way of your relationship with Jesus – social 
media, technology, video games, a relationship, hobbies, sports? 
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