
Genesis 22  

Perhaps no scene in the Bible except Calvary itself is more poignant than this one, and none gives a clearer 
foreshadowing of the death of God’s only, well-beloved Son on the cross.  

God spoke to Abraham for the 7th and final time (v. 1). What was God’s plan? He was going to test Abraham’s 
faith. And for it to be a real test, it had to defy logic; it had to be something Abraham would want to resist.  

How did he refer to Isaac (v. 2)? Your only son.  

Why did God use the word “only” to describe Isaac? In God’s eyes Abraham had one true son. In Chapter 21, 
Abraham had gotten rid of Ishmael.  Isaac was Abraham’s only son in the sense that he was the only son of 
promise—the unique son, the son of miraculous birth. It was reminder to Abraham that Ishmael was gone and was 
no longer available should the need arise for an alternative son. 

What is the historical significance of Mt Moriah? Centuries later, when God gave his Son for us, it was on the 
very mountain where Abraham had offered his sacrifice. We know this from 2 Chronicles 3:1, which identifies 
Jerusalem with Mount Moriah: “Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, 
where the Lord had appeared to his father David.”  

In Abraham’s day, there was no temple on this mountain. In fact, there was not even a city. It was a deserted, 
barren place. But the fact that this was the place God intended to build His city, and where He intended to have His 
own Son, Jesus, die, explains why He had Abraham make the three-day journey to get there. This was a 
foreshadowing that it would be on this mountain (Jerusalem, or Mount Moriah) that He would provide our 
salvation through the sacrifice of the Lamb of God. 

What was God apparently asking Abraham to give up by sacrificing Isaac? Not just a son but what else? 
Isaac represented the covenant and its promises. “Then God said, Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and 
you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him” 
Genesis 17:19. Isaac was the key to “many descendants” – the only key.  And now God is saying “let go, give Isaac 
up.” Without Isaac, the history of the Jews comes to an end. 

Application: Has God—or is God now—asking you to give up anything that you would like to hold on to?  A 
career?  A relationship? Money? Hobby? 

How did Abraham respond to God’s command (v. 3)?  Abraham’s obedience was an immediate obedience. He 
did not balk at God’s orders. He didn’t say “Wait a minute, this doesn’t make any sense.” At this point in his life, 
obedience was a prime characteristic of Abraham’s life and was undoubtedly an important secret to his spiritual 
growth. Postponed obedience often turns into no obedience. 

What does Abraham’s response tell us about his faith at this stage of his life?  His faith has grown since giving 
Sarah away.  Letting Ishmael go was also a major factor in increasing his faith. He had to put all his eggs in one 
basket and trust God. 

Note: The trip to Mount Moriah was around fifty miles—about a three-day journey. Imagine what the atmosphere 
must have been like as they walked along. Imagine how Abraham must have been feeling…. what thoughts must 
have been going thru his mind. Three days must have felt like an eternity knowing what lay ahead. 

How old do you think Isaac was at this time? Probably mid to late teens or early 20’s. Josephus said he was 25 
years old. We aren’t told for sure. 

What do we know about Isaac? 
• He was strong enough to carry the wood 
• He was strong enough to have resisted if he had chosen to do so 
• He was old enough to understand the principle of sacrifice 
• He was old enough to have a strong, personal faith in God 
 



What was the significance of Abraham’s statement in verse 5: “We will worship and then we will come back 
to you?” Abraham’s faith was strong.   He knew God could raise Isaac from the dead.  “By faith Abraham, when God 
tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 
even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  Abraham reasoned that 
God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death (Hebrews 11:17-19). This 
faith was remarkable because there was no recorded case of resurrection up to this time in the world’s history.  

Notice his faith also in v. 5: "We will worship and then we will come back to you." Abraham was first 
justified by faith (15:6), then justified (vindicated) by works here (James 2:21-22). His faith was the means 
of his salvation, while his works were the proof of the reality of his faith. 

Isaac did not resist Abraham’s attempt to bind him and place him on the wood pile. What does that say 
about the father-son relationship? They had a special relationship based on trust and love. Abraham must have 
invested considerable time and effort in being a dad. Isaac was obedient and trusting in his father. He had a 
submissive heart. Isaac must have had a strong faith in his God—He was more than just his parents’ God. 

God will provide the sacrifice (v. 8).  This promise was ultimately fulfilled by whom? By the Lamb of God 
(John 1:29). 

Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son (v. 10). How did God respond to Abraham’s willingness to obey 
(vv. 11-12)? He stopped him from slaying his son. God was pleased. Abraham had passed the test with flying 
colors.  This chapter presents the climax of the faith life of Abraham—the supreme test and the supreme victory. 
God did not require him to sacrifice Isaac, only to demonstrate that he was willing to obey. 

Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac. What does that say about Abraham (v. 12)? That he feared God. That 
he would not withhold anything from God—even his promised and long-awaited son. The sacrifice was already 
accomplished in Abraham's heart, and he had fully satisfied the requirements of God. A true worshiper of God 
holds nothing back from God but obediently gives Him what He asks, trusting that He will provide.  

What does it mean to fear God? Not terror of punishment but awe in the face of the holy, all powerful, good and 
just God. The fear of the Lord is an attitude of humility and the beginning of wisdom. “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” Proverbs 9:10.  Someone who fears God 
reveres Him as sovereign, trusts Him implicitly and obeys Him without question – exactly what Abraham did. 

What did God do next (v. 13)?  God provided a substitute for Isaac. This is the first explicit mention in the Bible of 
the substitutionary sacrifice of one life for another. This was a foreshadowing of the sacrificial system of the Old 
Testament where animal sacrifices for sin were instituted. This system would help the Israelites grasp the principle 
of substitution in preparation for the substitutionary death of Jesus. 

However, the main point of Genesis 22:9-14 is not the doctrine of the Atonement. Rather it is portraying an 
obedient servant worshipping God in faith at great cost, and in the end receiving God's provision. 

What did God do next (vv. 17-18)? He confirmed His covenant with Abraham. And He added…… “because you 
have obeyed me.”  The covenant of chapter 17 was conditioned upon Abraham’s obedience (Walk before me and be 
blameless 17:1). This passage contains the first use of the word obey in the Bible. Abraham passed the final exam 
with flying colors. 

What did this episode on Mount Moriah reveal about our God? His nature? What can we expect from Him? 
God honors faithful obedience. Like Abraham - He will reward our faith. He sees us and is with us in our most 
trying times and He provides. Like Abraham - He will test us. 

Application: As you look back over your life what are some of the ways your faith has been tested? How did 
your response compare to Abraham’s?   
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