
Grandpa Devotional #24    Breaking the News to Jacob 

 

Read Genesis 42:29-38 

29 When the brothers came to their father, Jacob, in the land of Canaan, they told him everything that had 

happened to them.  

30 “The man who is governor of the land spoke very harshly to us,” they told him. “He accused us of being 

spies scouting the land.  

31 But we said, ‘We are honest men, not spies.  

32 We are twelve brothers, sons of one father. One brother is no longer with us, and the youngest is at 

home with our father in the land of Canaan.’  

33 “Then the man who is governor of the land told us, ‘This is how I will find out if you are honest men. 

Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take grain for your starving families and go on home.  

34 But you must bring your youngest brother back to me. Then I will know you are honest men and not 

spies. Then I will give you back your brother, and you may trade freely in the land.’”  

35 As they emptied out their sacks, there in each man’s sack was the bag of money he had paid for the 

grain! The brothers and their father were terrified when they saw the bags of money.  

36 Jacob exclaimed, “You are robbing me of my children! Joseph is gone! Simeon is gone! And now you 

want to take Benjamin, too. Everything is going against me!”  

37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may kill my two sons if I don’t bring Benjamin back to you. I’ll be 

responsible for him, and I promise to bring him back.”  

38 But Jacob replied, “My son will not go down with you. His brother Joseph is dead, and he is all I have 

left. If anything should happen to him on your journey, you would send this grieving, white-haired man to 

his grave.” 

 

When the brothers got home to their father Jacob, what did they tell him (v. 29)?  Everything that had 
happened to them in Egypt.  

What did they tell Jacob about the man who was governor over the land of Egypt (i.e. Joseph) (v. 30, 33-34)?  

(Read) He was mean to us. 

What did the brothers tell Joseph about themselves (vv. 31-32)?  We’re not spies.  We’re just from a family of 

12 brothers from Canaan.  

What happened when they emptied their sacks of grain (v. 35)?  They found the money each one of them had 

paid for the grain. They were all scared to death including Jacob. 

How did Jacob respond (v. 36)?  (Read) This is terrible!  I’m losing my sons. Life is stacked against me. 

What did Reuben promise his father (v. 37)?  That he would bring Joseph home.  If not, he gave his dad 

permission to kill his two sons. 

How did Jacob respond (v. 38)?  Benjamin is not going to Egypt!  Since Joseph is dead, Benjamins is all I have left.  

If anything happened to him, I would die. 


