
Grandpa Devotional #45    The Twelve Blessings 

 

Read Genesis 49:1-33 

1 Then Jacob called together all his sons and said, “Gather around me, and I will tell you what will 

happen to each of you in the days to come.  

2 “Come and listen, you sons of Jacob; listen to Israel, your father.  

----------------- 

28 These are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said as he told his sons good-

bye. He blessed each one with an appropriate message.  

29 Then Jacob instructed them, “Soon I will die and join my ancestors. Bury me with my father and 

grandfather in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite.  

30 This is the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, that Abraham bought from 

Ephron the Hittite as a permanent burial site.  

31 There Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried. There Isaac and his wife, Rebekah, are buried. 

And there I buried Leah.  

32 It is the plot of land and the cave that my grandfather Abraham bought from the Hittites.”  

33 When Jacob had finished this charge to his sons, he drew his feet into the bed, breathed his last, 

and joined his ancestors in death. 

 

What was Jacob doing (vv. 1-2)?  He gathered all his twelve sons together so he could bless them 

before he died.  

How did he bless them (vv. 3-28)?  They each received whatever blessing they deserved.   

Who did his twelve sons become (v. 28)?  The twelve tribes of Israel. 

What did Jacob tell his sons to do (v. 29)?  When he died, he told them to take his body back to 

the Promised Land and bury him in the cave there (Genesis 47:30). 

Which cave was this (v. 30)?  The cave in the field of Machpelah that Abraham bought from 

Ephron the Hittite (Genesis 23). 

Who else was buried there (v. 31)?  Abraham and his wife Sarah.  Isaac and his wife Rebekah and 

Jacob’s wife Leah. All the patriarchs and their wives were buried in the cave except Jacob’s other 

wife Rachel who was buried alongside the road (Genesis 35:19). 

When Jacob had finished blessing his sons, what did he do next (v. 33)?  He curled up in bed 

and died. 

 


