
Grandpa Devotional #10    The Tax Collector 

Read Mark 2:13-17 

 

13 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that were coming to him.  

14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me 

and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Levi got up and followed him.  

15 Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax 

collectors and other disreputable sinners. (There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ 

followers.)  

16 But when the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors 

and other sinners, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat with such scum?”  

17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have 

come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”  

 

What did Jesus do when the crowd found Him (v. 13)? He began to teach them. 

Why was it important to teach them? Because they didn’t understand a lot of things about 

God/Jesus. 

What kinds of things are important to know and understand about Jesus? His dual nature – 

both God and man. The truth surrounding His death and Resurrection.  Etc. 

Who did Jesus call out to next (v. 14)? Levi 

What did Jesus tell Levi to do?  Follow me. 

What was Levi’s job?  He was a tax collector. 

What did the Jews think about tax collectors? They hated them. They thought they were traitors 

because they were Jews but they collected taxes from their fellow Jews and gave the money to the 

Romans who were mean to the Jews. 

What was Levi’s other name? Matthew 

Who was Matthew? One of the disciples. Author of Gospel of Matthew. 

Who was Jesus eating dinner with at Levi’s house (v. 15)? Tax collectors and sinners. A lot of 

Jesus followers were just like them. 

What did the Pharisees think about that (v. 16)? It was wrong and just disgusting to eat with 

sinners. 

Who might your friends criticize you for hanging out with?  People who aren’t like us. 

What did Jesus have to say when he heard the Pharisees talking (v. 17)? Sinners are people I 

came to save. They need Jesus. I need to be eating with them and teaching them. 


